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entire colleflion of bis and Mr Pope's letters for 
Twenty years and upwards, found, and in the hands 
Fa lach, a. worthy and judicious relation of the 
Dear's.—This a miſtake; not in her' 5, bur 
ia a; other ſafe hands 
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To AND FROM 


DR JONATHAN SWIFT,. - ee. 
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LE * T E R I 
Mr Per to Dr S Wir r. 


8 June 18. 1. 
HAT EVE R apologies it might become 
me to make at any other time for wri- - 


man who has owned himſelf as ſplenetic as a cat in 
the country. In that cireumſtance, I know by expe- 


rience, a letter is a-very uſeful, as well as amufing 


thing: if you are too buſied in ſtate affairs to read it, 
yet you may find entertainment in folding it into 
divers figures, either doubling into a pyramidical, or 
twiſting it into a ſerpentine. form : or, if your diſpo- 
| fition ſhould not be ſo mathematical, in taking it 
with you to that place. where men of ſtudious minds 
are apt to fit longer than ordinary; where, after an 
abrupt diviſion of the paper, it may not be unplea- 
ſant to try to fit and rejoin the broken lines together. 
All theſe amuſements I am no ſtranger to in the 
country, and doubt not but (by this time) you begin 
to reliſh them, in youy preſent e ftu-- 
ation. 0 
I remember a man, who was hs thought to have fame 
knowledge in the world, uſed to affirm, that no people 


in town ever complained they were forgotten by | 
their friends in the country: but my increaſing ex-- 


5 ting to you, I ſhall uſe none now, to a 
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20 LETTERS TO AND 
perience convinces me he was miſtaken, for I find a 
great many here grievouſiy complaining of you upon 
this ſcore. I am told Further, that you treat the 
few you correſpond with in a very arrogant ſtile, and 
tell them you admire at their inſolence in t@Qurhing 
your meditations, or even enquiring of your retreat“; 
but this T will not poſitively aſſert, becauſe I never 
received any ſuch inſulting epiſtle from you. My 
Lord Oxford ſays you-haye not written to him once 
ſince you went: but this perhaps may be only policy 
in him or you; and I, who am half a Whig, muſt not 
entirely credit any thing he affirms. At Button's it 
is reported you are gone to Hanover, and that Gay 
goes only on an embafſy to you. Others apprehend 


ſome dangerous ſtate treatiſe from your retirement; 


and a wit who affects to imitate Balſac, ſays, that the 
miniſtry now are like thoſe heathens of old, who re- 

ceived their oracles from the woods. The gentlemen 
of the Roman Catholic perſuaſion are not unwilling 


to credit me, when I whiſper, that you are gone to 


meet ſome Jeſuits commiſſioned from the court of 
Rome, in order to ſettle the moſt convenient methods 
to be taken for the coming of the Pretender. Dr Ar- 
buthnot is ſingular in his opinion, and imagines 
your only deſign is to attend at full leiſure to the 
life and adventures of Scriblerus. This indeed muſt 


be granted of greater importance than all the reſt; 


and I with I could promiſe ſo well of you. The top 
of my own ambition is to contribute to that great 
work, and I ſhall tranſlate Homer by the bye. Mr 
Gay has acquainted you what progreſs I have made 

„ Sometime before the death of Queen Anne, when her 
miniſters were quarrelling, and the Dean could not recen- 


cile them, be retired to a friend's houte in Berkſhire, lad 
never {aw em after. 
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imit. I can't name Mr Gay without all the acknow- 
ledgments which I ſhall ever owe you, on his account. 
If. L wit this in verſe, I would tell you, you are 
like the ſun, and while men imagine you to be re- 
tired. or abſent,. are hourly exerting your indulgence, 
and bringing things to maturity for their advantage. 


Of all the world, you are the man (without flattery) 


who ſerve your friends with the leaſt oſtentation; it 


is almoſt ingratitude to thank you, conſidering. your 


temper; and this is the period of all my letter which 


I fear you will think the moſt impertinent. 1 am, 


8 the trueſt afſcGion,,. 
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| From Dr „ste Nr Fo r. we 
| Dublin, June: 28,17 166." 


Ms Biſhop of Clogher'® gave me your kind 


letter full of. reproaches for my not writing. I 


h Aerni no very exact correſpondent, and when 
Llease a country without probability of returning, 1 
"think as ſeldom as L can of, what I loved or eſteemed 


in it, to avoid the-deſiderium which-of all things makes 
life moſt uncaſy. But you muſt give me leave to add 


one thing, that. you talk at your eaſe, being wholly 


unconcerned in public events: for, if your friends 


the Whigs continue, you may hope for ſome favour ; 


if the Tories return, ou, are at leaſt ſure of quiet. 
You know how well I loved both Lord Oxford and 
Bolingbroke, and how dear the Duke of Ormond is 


to me; do you imagine I can be eaſy while their 


br St Ceerte , formerly a fellow of Trinity-College, 


. Dublin, (to whom the Dean yas a pupil) afterwards hog 


of Clogher, and tranſlated to the See of Derry, in. 1716. 
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enemies are endeavouring to take off their heads? 
I nune et verſus tecum meditare canoros. Do you 
imagine I can be eaſy, when I think of the probable 
conſequences of theſe proceedings, perhaps upon the 
very peace of the nation, but certainly of the minds 
of ſo many hundred thouſand good ſubjects? Upon 
the whole, you may truly attribute my ſilence to the 
eclipſe,” but it was that eclipſe which Iappencd < on 
the firſt of Auguſt. 

I borrowed your Homer from the Bichop, e is 
not yet landed), and read it out in two evenings. 
If it pleaſeth others as well as me, you have got 
your end in profit and reputation: yet I am angry 
at ſome bad rhimes and triplets; and, pray, in your 
next do not let me have ſo many unjuſtifiable rhimes 
to war and gods. I tell you all the faults I know, 


only in one or two places you are a little obſcure: 


but I expected you to be ſo in one or to- and - twenty. 
1 have heard no ſoul talk of it here, for indeed it is 
not come over; nor do we very much abound in 
judges, at. leaſt I have not the honour to be acquaint- 
ed with them. ' Your. Notes are perfectly good, and 
ſo are your Preface and Eſſay. You were pretty 
bold in mentioning Lord Bolingbroke in that preface. 
T faw the Key tothe Lock but yeſterday: I' think 
you bays chenget it n Ane to My it to the- 
preſent times 
God be thanked I have yet no penny bufi- 
neſs; and if they bave none with meu ſhall never 


: . Put theſe two laſt obſervations together, and! it vi 
appear that Mr Pope was neither wanting to his friends for 
fear of party, nor would inſult a miniſtry to humour his 
friends. He ſaid of himſelf, and I believe he ſaid truly, 
that he never wrote a line to xratify the animoſity of any 


one party at the. oxpence of ether. See the Lefter, 10 s 
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ſeek their acquaintance. I have not been very fond 
of them for ſome years paſt, not when I thought them 
tolerably good, and therefore if I can get leave to be 
abſent, I ſhall be much inclined to be on that fide, 
when there is a parliament on this; but truly I muſt 
be a little eaſy in * mind before I can think of 
Scriblerus. . 
You are to 8 that I live in Fx corner; of 
a vaſt unfurniſhed houſe ; my family conliſts of a 
ſteward, a groom, a helper in the ſtable, a footman, 
and an old maid, who are all at board-wages ; and 
when Ido not dine abroad, or make an entertain- 
ment, (which laſt is very rare), I cat. a mutton- pie, 
and drink half a pint of wine: my, amuſements are 
defending my. ſmall dominions againſt the Archbi- 
ſhop, and endeavouring to reduce my rebellious choir. 


* Perditur hæc inter miſero lux,” I deſire you will 


preſent my humble ſervice to Mr Addiſon, Mr Con- 
greve, and Mr Rowe, and Gay. 1 am, and will be 
always, extremely yours, 45, 


L 1 T E III. 
Mr Pore to Des ble. 


; „ + JUNE 206, 3 
q ca NNOT ſuſera 1 croſs the Iriſh ſeas 
without bearing a teſtimony from me of the con- 
ſtant eſteem and affeQion I am both obliged and in- 
clined to have for you. It is better he ſhould tell 
you than I, how often you are in our thoughts and 
in our cups, and how I learn to ſleep leſs and drink 
more, whenever you are named among us. I look. 
upon a friend in Ireland as upon a friend in the 
other world, whom (Popiſhly ſpeaking) I believe 

conſtantly well diſpoſed towards me, and ready to 
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do me all the good he can, in that ſtate of ſepara- 
tion, though I hear nothing from him, and make ad- 
dreſſes to him but very rarely. A Proteſtant divine 
cannot take it amiſs that I treat him in the ſame 
manner with my patron ſaint. 

I can tell you no news, but what you vil not fuf- 
ficiently wonder at, that I ſuffer many things as an 
author-militant: whereof, in your days of probation, 
you have been a ſharer, or you had not arrived to 
that triumphant ſtate you now deſervedly enjoy in 
the church. As for me, I have not the leaſt hopes 
of the cardinalate, though” I ſuffer for my religion in 
almoſt every weekly paper. I have begun to take a 
- Pique at the Pſalms of David, if the wicked airy be 
_ credited, who have printed a ſcandalous one * in my 
name. This report I dare not diſcourage too much, 
in a proſpect I have at preſent of a poſt under the 
Marquis de Langallerie , wherein if Tran but do 
ſome ſignal ſervice againſt the Pope, I'may be con- 
ſiderably advanced by the Turks, the only religious 
people I dare confide in. If it ſhould happen here- 
after that I ſhould write for the holy law of Maho- 
met, I hope it may make no breach between you and 
me; every one muſt live, and I beg you will not be 
the man to manage the controverſy againſt me. The 
Church of Rome I judge (from many modern ſymp- 
toms, as well as ancient prophecies) to be in a de- 
clining condition: that of England will, in a ſhort 
time, be ſcarce able to maintain herown family: ſo 
churches fink as generally as banks in Europe, and 
for the ſame reaſon, that religion and trade, which 
at firſt were open and free, have been nene into 


In Curll's collection. | 
7 One who made a neife _— as- Count Bon» ival has 
done face. . q 
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the management of companies, and the roguery of 
directors. 

1 don't know why I tell you all this, but that I 
always loved to talk to you; but this is not a time 
for any man to talk to the purpoſe. Truth is a kind 
of contraband commodity, which 1 would not ven- 
ture to export: and therefore the only thing tending 
that dangerous way which I ſhall ſay is, that I am, 
a with the utmoſt ſincerity, 

8 | Your, Ke. 


F IV. 
From Dr 8 wr to Mr Pop x. 


Aug. 30, 17 16. 
'$ HAD the favour of yours by Mr F. of whom, 
1 before any other queſtion relating to your health 
or fortune, or ſucceſs as a poet, I enquired your prin- 
ciples in the common form, © Is he a Whig or a 
Tory?“ I am ſorry to find they are not ſo well 
tallied to the preſent juncture as I could wiſh. I 1 


always thought the terms of fafio and jure had been 


introduced by the poets, and that poſſeſſion of any 
ſort in kings was held an unexceptionable title in 
the courts of Parnaſſus, If you do not grow a per- 
fect good ſubject in all its preſent latitudes, 1 ſhall 


conclude you are become rich, and able to live with- 


out dedications to men in power, whereby one great 
inconvenience will follow, that you and the world, 
and poſterity, will be utterly ignorant of their vir- 
tues : for either your brethren have miſerably de- 
ceived us theſe hundred years paſt, or Power confers 
Virtue as naturally as five of your Popiſh ſacras 
ments do grace. Vou ſleep leſs and drink more 
But your. maſter Horace was Vini ſomnique benignus : 


and, as I take it, both are proper for your trade. 
Vol. VIII. : C 
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As to mine, there are a thouſand poetical texts to 


confirm the one; and as to the other, I know it was 
anciently the cuſtom to ſleep in temples for thoſe who 
would conſult the Oracles: Who dictates to me 
« ſlumbering *,” Cc. * 
Lou are an ill Catholic, or a worſe — for 
I can aſſure you Ireland is-not Paradiſe, and I ap- 
peal even to any Spaniſh divine, whether addreſſes 
were ever made to la friend in hell or .purgatory ? 
And who are all theſe enemies you hint at? I can 
only think of Curll, Gildon, Squire Burnet, Black- 
more, and a few others whoſe fame I have forgot: 
tools, in my opinion, as neceſſary for a good writer 
as pen, ink and paper. And beſides, I would fain 
know whether every draper doth not ſhew you three 
or ſour damned pieces of ſtuff to ſet off his good 
one? However, I will grant that one thorough book- 
ſelling- rogue is better qualified to vex an author, 
than all his cotemporary ſcribblers in critic or ſa- 
tite, not only by ſtolen copies of what was incorrect 
or unfit for the public, but by downright laying 
other*'mens' dulneſs at your door. I had a long de- 
ſign upon the ears of that Curll, when J was in cte- 
dit, but the rogue would never allow me à fair ſtroke 
at 'them, -although 'my penknife was ready drawn 
and ſharp. I can hardly believe the relation of his 
being poiſoned, although the hiſtorian pretends to 
have been an eye-witneſs # but I beg pardon, fack 
might do it, although ratſbane would not, I never 
ſaw the thing you mention as falſely imputed to you; 
but I think the frolics of merry hours, even when 
we are guilty, ſhould not be left to the mercy of 
our beſt friends, until Curll and his reſerablers are 
hanged. 
* Milton, 
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With ſubmiſſion to the better judgment of you 
and your friends, I take your project of an employ- 
ment under the Turks to be idle and unneceſſary. 
Have a little patience, and you will find more merit 
and · encouragement at home by the ſame methods. 
Jou are ungrateful to your country; quit but your 
own religion, and ridieule ours, and that will allow 
you a free choice for any other, or for none at all, 
and pay you well into the bargain. Therefore pray 
do- not run and diſgrace us among the Turks, by 
telling them you were forced to leave your native 
home, becauſe we. would oblige you to be a Chri- 
ſtian; whereas, we will make it appear to all tha 
world, that we only compelled you to be a Whig. 

There. is a. young ingenious Quaker in this town 
who writes verſes to his miſtreſs, not very correct, 
but in a ſtrain purely what a poetical Quaker ſhould 
do, commending her look and habit, &c. . It gave 
me a hint that a ſet of Quaker-paſtorals might ſuc- 
ceed, if our friend Gay * could fancy it, and I think 
it a fruitful ſubject: pray, hear what he ſays. I be- 
lieve further, the paſtoral ridicule is not yet exhauſt- 
ed; and that a porter, footman , or chairman's 
paſtoral might do well... Or what think you of a 
Newgate paſtoral, among the. whares and thieves | 
there! 

Laſtly, to conclude, I love you never the worſe for 
ſeldom writing to you. I am in an obſcure ſcene, 
where you know neither thing nor perſon. I can 
only anſwer yours, which I promiſe to do after a ſort, 
whenever you think fit: to employ me.: but I can 


Say did write a paſtoral of this kind, we is publiſhed 
in his works. 
+ Swift himſelf wrote one of this kind, intitled Der met-. 
2 Sheela. 
E 
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aſſure you, the ſcene and the times have depreſſed 
me wonderfully, for I will impute no defect to thoſe 
two paltry years which have ſlipt by fince I had the 
e I am, with the trueſt eſteem, 
Tour, &c.. 
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From Dr S WIr r to Mr por x *, | 


Dublin, Jan, 10, 1721. 
A THOUSAND things have vexed me of late 
years, upon which I am determined to lay 
open my mind to you. I rather chuſe to appeal to 
you than to my Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed, un- 
der the fituation I am in: for I take this cauſe 
properly to ly before you: you are a much fitter 
judge of what concerns the credit of a writer, the 
injuries that are done him, and the reparations he 
ought to receive. Beſides, I doubt whether the ar - 
guments I could ſuggeſt to prove my own innocence 
would be of much weight from the gentlemen of the 
long robe to thoſe in furs, upon whoſe decifion about ne 
the difference of ſtyle or ſentiments I ſhould be ve- | 
Ty unwilling te leave the merits of my cauſe. ſg 

Give me leave then to put you in mind (although 

| you cannot eaſily forget it) that about ten weeks 
before the Queen's death. I left the town, upon oc- by 
caſion of that incurable breach among the great men tu 
at court, and went down to Berkſhire, where you fa 
may remember that you gave me the favour of a de 
viſit. While Iwas ia that retirement, I writ a Diſ- to 
courſe which I thought might be uſeful in ſuch a of 
juncture of affairs, and ſent it up to London; but ſo 


This letter Pope never received, ner did he believe i it 48 
Vas ever ſent, | 
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pon ſom difference in opinion between me and a 
certain great miniſter now abroad, the publiſhing 
of it was deferred ſo long that the Queen dicd, and 
I recalled my copy, which hath been ever ſince in 
ſafe hands. In a few weeks after the loſs of that 
excellent princeſs, I came to my ſtation here; where 
I haye continued ever ſince in the greateſt, privacy, 
and utter ignorance of thoſe events which are moſt 
commonly - talked. of in the world. I neither know 
the names nor number of the Royal Family which 
now: reigns, further than the Prayer-book informs 
me. Icannot tell who is Chancellor, who are Secxcy - 
taries, nor with what nations we are in peace or 
war. And this manner of life was not taken upout 
of any ſort of affeQation, but merely to avoid giving 
offence, and for fear of provoking party-zeal. 
I had indeed written ſome memorials of the four 
laſt years of the Queen's reign, with ſome other in- 
farmations, which I received as neceſſary materials 
to qualify me for doing ſomething in an employment 
then deſigned me“: but as it was at the diſpoſal of 
a perſon ho had not the. ſmalleſt ſhare of. n 
neſs or. ſincerity, 1 diſdained to accept it. | 
Theſe papers,'at.my few hours of health and lei. 
ſure,.. I have beea CI do 3 . by one _ 


* Hiſtoriographer. ; 

+ Tieſe papers, ſome years ans” were brought kings 
by. the Dean into England, with an intention to publiſh 
them: but a friend on whoſe judgment he relied, (the 
ſame 1 — whom he mentions above, as being abroa 
at the time of writing this letter) diſſuaded him fro tha 
deſign. He told the Dean there were ſeveral facts he kn 
to be falle, and that the whole was ſo much in the ſpirit | 
ot party- writing, that, though it might have made à 2 
ſanable pamphlet 3 in the time of their adminiſtration, it 
a diſhynour to juſt hiſtory. The Dean would do nothi in 
2gaink his friend's judgment, yet it extremely chagrined : 


C3 
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at a time, for I dare not venture tiny further, left 
the humour of ſearching and ſeizing: papers ſhould 
revive ; not that I am in pain of any danger-to-my- 
ſelf (for they contain nothing of preſent times or 
perſons, upon which 1 ſhall never loſe a thought 


while there is a cat or a ſpaniel in the houſe), but to 
preſerve them from being loſt _— eur . 


| clerks. 


T have written in this kingdom a Diſcourſe to. 


perſuade the wretched people to wear their own ma- 


nufactures inſtead of thoſe from England. This trea- 
tiſe ſoon ſpread very faſt; being agreeable to the 
fentiments of the whole nation, except of thoſe gentle» 
men who had employments, or were expectants. Upon 
which a perſon in great office here immediately took 
the alarm: he ſent in haſte for the Chief Juſtice, and 
informed him of a ſeditious, faQtwus, and virulent 
pamphlet, lately publiſhed with a deſign of ſetting 


the two kingdoms at variance; directing at the ſame 


time, that the printer ſhould be proſecuted with the 
utmoſt rigour of law. The Chief- Juſtice had ſo 


quick an underſtanding, that he reſolved, if poſe 


ſible, to out-do his orders. The grand juries: of 
the county and eity were practiſed effectually with 
to repreſent the ſaid pamphlet with- all aggravating 


epithets, for which they had thanks ſent them 


from England, and their preſentments publiſhed for 
ſeveral weeks in all the newſpapers. The printer was 
ſeized, and forced to give great bail: after his trial, 


che jury brought him in Not Guilty, although they 


bim: and he told a common friend, that Gince e, did 
not approve his hiſtory, he would caſt it into the fire, 
though it was the bet work he had ever written. However, 
it did not undergo this fate, and is ſaid to be yet in being. 

» A propaſal for the univerſal ufe af Iriſh n 
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ft had: been eulled with the utmoſt induſtry. The 
d Chief Juſtice ſent them back nine times, and kept. 
* them eleven hours, until being perfectly tired out, 
IT they were forced to leave the matter to the.mercy of 
t the judge, by what they call a Special Verdif. Du- 
0 ring the trial, the Chief Juſtice, among other ſingu- 
d larities, laid his haud upon his breaſt, and proteſted 
. ſolemnly that the author's deſign was to bring in the 
o. W Pretender; although there was not a ſingle ſy llable 
— of party in the whole treatiſe, and although it was 
- known that: the moſt eminent of thaſe who profeſſed 
E his own principles, . publicly. diſallowed. his proceeds - 
2 ings. But the cauſe being ſo very odious.and impor 
n WW pular; the trial of. the verdict was deferred from one 
* term to. another, until upon the Duke of G ft · n 
d the Lord-Lieutenant's arrival, his Grace, after map - 
t ture advice, and permiſſion from England, was plea- 
g an to grant a Noli preſegui. 

e This. is the more remarkable, beef it, is ſad 
that, the, man-is no ill decider in common cafes of 
property, where party is out of the queſtion; but 
when that intervenes, with ambition at heels topuſh 
it forward, it muſt needs confaund. any man of little 
ſpirit, and. low birth, who hath no other endow- 
ment than that ſort of knowledge which, however 
poſſeſſed in the higheſt degree, can poſſibly give no 

one good quality to the mij. 

It is true, I have been much concerned, 3 . | 
ral years paſt, upon account of the public as well as 
for myſelf, to ſee. how ill a taſte. for wit and ſenſe 
prevails in the world, which politics, and South- 
ſea, and party, and operas; and maſquerades have 
introduced. For beſides many inſipid papers which 
the malice of ſome has entitled me to, there are 
many perſonas appearing to with me well, and pre- 


KA AS. AE. A 6.404 


32% LETTERS TO AND 
tending to be judges of my ſtyle and manner, wh 


have yet aſcribed ſome writings to me, of which any 2 
man of common ſenſe and literature would be heartily 2 
C 
þ 


aſhamed, I cannot forbear inſtancing a treatiſe cal» 
led a Dedication upon Dedications, which many would 
have to be mine, although it be as empty, dry, and 
ſervile a compoſition as I remember at any time 0 
0 te have read. But, above all, there is one circum- 1 
ſtance which- makes it impoſſible for. me to have } 
been author of a treatiſe, wherein there are ſeveral | 
pages containing a . panegyric on King George, of 
whoſe” character and perſon I am utterly ignorant, 
nor ever had once the curioſity to enquire into ei- 1 
| ther, living at ſo great a diftance as I do, and ha- 
ving long done with pens can relnts to. public - | 
matters. | 
Indeed l have formerly delivered. my 8 very | 
freely, whether I were aſked or no; but never af+. | 
* Feed to be a counſellor, to which I had no manner | 
of call. I was humbled enough to ſee myſelf ſo far 
outdone by the Earl of Oxford in my own trade as 
a ſcholar, and too good a courtier not to diſcover his 
contempt of thoſe who would be men of importance 
out of their fphere. Beſides, to ſay the truth, al- 
though I have known many great miniſters ready 
enough to hear opinions, yet I have hardly ſeen one 
that would ever deſcend to take advice; and this 
pedantry ariſeth from -a maxim themſelves do not 
believe at the ſame time they practiſe by it, that 
there is ſomething profound in politics, which men 
of plain honeſt ſenſe cannot arrive to. | 
J only wiſh my endeavours had ſucceeded deer 
in the great point I had at heart, which was that of 
Feconciling the miniſters to each other.- This might 
have been done, if others, who had more concera 
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* anſwer be gave to the late Lord Halifax, who upon 


with the greateſt perſonal civilities, aſſuring him of 


never came to them without a Whig in my fleeve;- 
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and vive duficcace; would have acted their carp 
and, if this had fuceeeded, the public intereſt both 
of Church and State would not have been the worſe, 
nor the Proteſtant Succeſhon endangered. | 
But-whatever opportunities a conſtant enn 
of four years might have given me for endeavouring 
to do good offices to particular perſons, I deſerve at 
leaſt to find tolerable quarter from thoſe of the other 
party; for many of which F was a conſtant advo- 
cate with the Earl of Oxford, and for this I appeal 
to his Lordſhip: he knows how often | preſſed him 
in favour of Mr Addiſon, Mr Congreve, Mr Rowe, 
and Mr Steele; although I freely confeſs that his 
Lordſhip's kindneſs to them was altogether owing 
to his generous notions, and the eſteem he had for 
their wit and parts, of which I could only pretend 
to be a remembrancer: for i ean never forget the 


the firſt change of the miniſtry intereceded with him. 
to ſpare. Mr Congreve : it n enn 1 
two lines of Virgil, | 43 
Non obtuſa adeo Cotes pectora Nei, 15 
Nec tam averſus equos Tyria fol jungit ab urbe.“ 
Purſuant to which, he always treated Mr Congreve 


his conſtant favour and protection, and adding wa 
he would ſtudy to do ſomething better for him. 

I remember it was in thoſe times an uſual ſubje& 
of raillery towards me among the miniſters, that I 


which 1 do not ſay with any view towards making 
my court: for the new principles * fixed to thoſe of. 


* He means particulariy the principle at that time char- 


ged upon them by their enemies, of * te.. 
ſcribe the * 


4 LETTERS TO AND 


that denomination, I-did then, and do now from my 
heart abhor, deteſt, and abjure, as wholly degenerate 
from their predeceſſors. I have converſed in ſome 
freedom with more miniſters of ſtate of all parties 
than uſually. happens to men of my level; and, I 
confeſs, in their capacity as miniſters, I look upon 
them as a race of people whoſe acquaintance no man 
would court, otherwiſe than upon the ſcore of vas 
Rity or ambition. The firſt quickly. wears off, (and 
is the vice of low minds, for a man of ſpirit is too 
proud to be vain), and the other was not my caſe. 
Beſides, having never received more than one ſmall 


favour, I was under-no neceſſity of being a ſlave to 


men in power, but.choſe my friends by their perſo- 
nal merit, without-examining how far their notions 
agreed with the politics then in vogue. I frequently 
converſed with Mr Addiſon, and the others I named 
(except Mr Steele) during all my Lord Oxford's mi- 
niftry; and Mr Addiſon's friendſhip to me continued 
inviolable, with as much.kindneſs as when we uſed 
to meet at my Lord Sommers or Hallifazx, who 
were leaders of the. oppoſte. party. 


I would infer from all' this, that it: 1s with great 


injuſtice 1 have theſe many years. been pelted by 


your pamphleteers, merely upon account of ſome re- 
gard which the Queen's laſt miniſters were pleaſed ta 


have for me : and yet in my conſcience I think I 
am a partaker in every ill defign they had againſt 
the Proteſtant: Suceeſhon, or the liberties and reli» 
gion of their country; and can ſay with Cicero, 
That I thould be proud to be included with them 


in all their actions tanguam in equo Trojan.” But 


* Lord Sommers had very warmly recommended Dr Swift 
te the favour of Lord Wharton, when he went the Queen's. 
Eieutenant into Ireland in the year 1709% | 
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FROM DR SWI T. &e. 7 
If I have never diſcovered by my words, writings, or 
actions, any party-virulence, or dangerous deſigns 
againſt the preſent powers; if my friendſhip and 
converſation were equally. ſhewn among thoſe who 
liked or diſapproved the proceedings then - at Court, 
and that I was known to be a common friend of all 
deſerving perſons of the- latter ſort, when they were 
in diſtreſs; I cannot but think it hard that I am not 
ſuffered-to run quietly among the common herd of 
people, whoſe opinions unfortunately differ from 
thoſe which lead to favour and-preferment. 

I ought to let -you know, that the-thing we called 
a Vhig in England, is a creature altogether different 
from thoſe of the ſame denomination here; at leaſt 


it was ſo during the reign of her late Majeſty. Whe- 


ther thoſe on your fide have changed or no, it hath 
not been my buſineſs to enquire. - I remember my 
excellent friend Mr Addiſon, when he firſt came over 
-hither Secretary to the Earl of Wharton, then Lord 
Lieutenant, was extremely offended at the conduct 
and diſcourſe of the chief managers here: he told 
me they were-a ſort of people who ſeemed to think 
that the principles of a Whig conſiſted in nothing 
elſe but damning the church, reviling the clergy, 
abetting the diſſenters, and * nnn 
of revealed religion. 

I was diſcourſing ſome years ago with a certain mi- 
niſter about that Whiggiſh or fanatical genius ſo 
prevalent among the Engliſh of this kingdom; his 
Lordſhip accounted for it by that number of Crom- 
well's ſoldiers, adventurers eftabliſhed here, who were 
all of the ſoureſt leaven, and the meaneſt birth, and 
whoſe poſterity-are now in poſſeſſion of their lands 
and their.principles. However, it muſt be confeſſed 
that of late ſome people in this _— are grown 


* 


3 LETTERS TO AN D 
tive of quarrelling, is at an end; for it is hardly worth 
contending who ſhall be an exciſeman, a country- 
vicar, a Crier in the courts, or an under-clerk. 
Jou will perhaps be anclined to think, that a per- 
fon ſo ill treated as I have been, muſt at ſome time 
or other have diſcovered very dangerous opinions in 
government: in anſwer to which I will tell you 
. what my political principles were in the time of her 
late glorious Majeſty, which I never n by 
any action, writing or diſcourſG. 

Furſt, I always declared myſelf againſt a popiſh me- 
ceſſor to the crown, whatever title he might have by 
the proximity of blood; neither did I ever regard the 
right line, except upon two accounts: firſt, as it was 
eſtabliſhed by law; and, ſecondly, as it hath much 
weight in the opinions of the people. For neceſſity 
may aboliſh any law, but cannot alter the ſentiment; 
of the vulgar; right of inheritance being perhaps the 
moſt popular of all topics: and therefore, in great 
changes, when that is broke, there will remain much 
heart- burning and diſcontent among the meaner 
people; which under a weak Prince and corrupt ad- 
miniſtration, may have the worſt nme. upon 
the peace of any ſtate. 

As to what is called a eee eee my 
opinion was this; that whenever thoſe evils which 
uſually attend and follow a violent change of govern- 
ment, were not in probability ſo pernicious as the 
grievance we ſuffer under a preſent power, then the 
good will juſtify ſuch a revolution. And this I took to 
public have been the caſe in the Prince of Orange's 
expedition; although in the conſequences it produced 
ſome very bad effects, which are likely to ſtick ng 
enough by us. 
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againſt ſtanding armies in times of peace; becauſe 
1 always took ſtanding armies to be only ſervants 


hired by the maſter of the family for keeping his own 


children in flavery; and becauſe I conceived; that a 


prince who could not think himſelf fecure without 
mercenary troops, muſt needs have a feparate inte- 


reſt from that of his ſubjects: although L am not 


ignorant of thoſe artificial neceſſities which a cor- 
rupted miniftry can create, for keeping up forces to 


ſupport a faction againſt the public intereſt. p 


As to parliaments, I adored the wiſdom of that 
Gothic inſtitution which made them annual: and 


I was confident our liberty could never be placed 
upon a firm foundation until that ancient law were 


reſtored among us: for who fees not that, while 
ſuch aſſemblies are permitted to have a longer duras 
tion, there grows up a commerce of corruption be- 
tween the miniſtry and the deputies, wherein they 
both find their accounts, to the manifeſt danger of 
liberty? which traffic would neither anſwer the de- 


bgn nor-expence, if parliaments met once a-year. 


Jever abominated that ſcheme of politics (how 


about thirty years old), of ſetting up a moniced inte- 


reſt in oppoſition to the landed: for I conceived 
there could not be a truer maxim in our government 
than this, That the poſſeſſors of the ſoil are the beſt 
judges of what is for the advantage of the kingdom. 
If otherk had thought the ſame way, funds of credit 
and South- ſea projects would neither have been kelt 


nor heard of. 


could never diſtover the neceſſity of ſuſpending N 
any law upon which the liberty of the moſt innocent 


perſons depended; neither do I think this practice 
hath made the taſte of arbitrary power fo agreeable, 
Vo, VIII. D 
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Thad likewiſe in choſe days a mortal antipathy 
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as that we ſhould deſire to ſee it repeated. Every 
rebellion ſubdued and plot diſcovered, contribute to 
the firmer cſtabbſhment of the prince: in the latter 


caſe, the knot of conſpirators is entirely broke, and 


they are to begin their work anew under a thouſand 
diſadvantages: ſo that thoſe. diligent enquiries into 


remote and preblematical guilt, with a new power 


of enforcing them by chains and dungeons to every 


perſon whoſe ſace a miniſter thinks fit to diſlike, are 


not only oꝑpoſite to that maxim which declareth it 


better that ten guilty men ſhould eſcape than one 


innocent ſuffer; but likewiſe leave a gate wide open 
to the whole tribe of informers, the moſt accurſed, 


and proſtitute, and abandoned race, n God ever 


permitted to plague mankind. 

It 3s true the Romans had a cuſtom of * a 
dictator, during whoſe adminiſtration the power of 
other magiſtrates. was ſuſpended : but this was done 


upon the greateſt emergencies; a war near their 


doors, or ſome civil diſſention: for armies muſt be 


governed by arbitrary power. But when the virtue 
of that, commonwealth gave place to luxury and am- 


bition, this very ofhce. of dictator became perpetual 
in the perſons of the Cæſars and their ſucceſſors, the 


moſt, infamous r that have 810 where e 


Thele are ſome of the b I had 3 
to public affairs, while I was in the world ; what 
they are at preſent, is of little importance either to 
that or myſelf; neither can I truly ſay I have any 
at all, or, if I had, I dare not venture to publiſh 
them: for however orthodox they may be while 1 


am now writing, they may become criminal enough 
to bring me into trouble before midſummer, And 


indeed I have often wiſlied ſor ſome time paſt, that 
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3 vis 
to ſpeak, write, and act during the-curreut- quarters Wi 
1 have by experience felt the want of ſuch an in 
ſtructor + for, intending to make my court to ſome ' I $ 
people on the prevailing fide, by advancing certain 
old whiggiſh principles, which, it ſcems, had been Wy 12 
exploded about a month before, I have paſſed for a | 


diſaffected perſon. 1 am not ignorant hew idle & PR Ef: 
thing it is, for a man in obſcurity to attempt defend. 
ing his reputation as a writer, while the ſpirit of face l 


tion hath ſo univerſally poſſeſſed the minds of men, . 


that they are not at leiſure to attend to any thing 
elſe. They will juſk give themſelves time to libet 1 
and accuſe me, but cannot ſpare a minute to hear 
my defence... 80 in a plot · diſcovering age, I have 
often known an innocent man ſeized and impriſoned, 
aud forced to ly ſeveral months in chains, while the 
miniſters were not at leiſure to hear his petition, un- 
til they had proſecuted and banged: the pra they 
propoſed. 6. 14.36 

Alk I can We hope: for 8 this, letter, is 10 
convince my friends, and others who are pleaſed to- 
with me well, that 1 have neither been ſo ill a ſub» 
ject nor ſo ſtupid an author, as I have been rere - 
ſented by the virulence of libellers, whoſe malice” 
bath taken the ſame train in both, by fathering dan- 
gerous principles in government upon me, which. F 
never maintained, and inſipid productions which. 1 
am not capable of writing. For bowever I mr 
have been ſoured by perſonal ill- treatment, or 5 
melancholy proſpects for the public, 1 em too much 
a politician to expoſe my own ſafety by oſſenſive. 
words. And if my genius and ſpirit be funk hy eu- 
creaſing years, I have at leaſt enough diſcretion leſt, =. 
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not to miſtake the meaſure of my own abilities, by 
attempting ſubjects where thoſe talents are neceſſary 
| — perhaps I may have loſt. with my * 


LATTER” OO 


Dr SWT rr to Mr GAY. 
Dublin. Jan. 8, 1922,-3:. 


; C OMING home after a- ſhort Chriſtmas ramble; 


found a letter upon my table, and little ex- 


4 pected when I opened it to read your. name at the 


bottom. The belt and greateſt part of my life, until 
theſe laſt eiglit years, I ſpent in Engtand;; there [ 


made my friendſhips, and there I left my deſires. I 


am condemned for ever to another country : what 1s. 
in prudence to be done? I think to be oblitu ſyue me- 
orum, obliviſcendus et illis. What can be the deſign of 
your letter but malice, to wake me out of a ſcurvy 
ſleep, which however is better than none? I am to- 


wards nine years older fince I left you, yet- that is 
| the leaſt of my alterations; my buſineſs, my diver- 


fions, my converſations, are all entirely changed for 


the worſe, and ſo are my ſtudies and my amuſements 


in writing; yet, after all, this humdrum way of lite 


_ Might be paſſable enough, if you would let me alone. 


I ſhalf not be able to retith my wine, my parſons, 
my horſes, nor my garden for three months, until 
the ſpirit you have raiſed ſhall be difpoſſeſſed. I 
have ſometimes wondered that I have not viſited 
you, but l have been ſtopt by too many reaſons, be- 
1ides years and lazineſs, and yet theſe are very good 
ones. Upon my return after half a year amongſt you, 
there would be to me deſiderio nec pudor nec modus. 1 
was three years reconciling myſelf” ta the ſcene and 
the buſineſs to which Fortune hath condemned me, 
and ſtupidity was what 1 had recourſe to. Beſides, 
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at a Fare ſhould I make in London, While my . = 
friends are in poverty, exile, «diſtreſs; or impriſoun- 
ment; and my enemies with rods of iron? yet l often 1 
threaten myſelf with the journey, and am every ſum- "8 
mer practiſing to get health to bear it: the only in- 


convenience is, that I grow old in the experiment. 
Although I care not to talk to you as a divine, yet 


49 


le;  T hope you have not been author of your cult do 3 
ex- you drink bad wine, or keep bad company? are you | 
he not as many years older as I? it will not be always 
ti ect tibi guos mihi demp ferit apponet annos. I am heartily 
el ſorry you have any dealings with that ugly diſtem- 

[ per, and I believe our friend Arbuthnot will recom- 
is mend you to temperance and cxerciſe.. I wiſh they 


ne- could have as good an effect on the giddineſs I am : 4 | 
of ſubject to, and which this moment I am not free 


vo Ml from. Lſhould have been glad if you bad lengthened i 
0 your letter by telling me the preſent condition of [ 
is many of my old acquaintance, Congreve, r | f 
er- Lewis, Cc. but you mention only Mr Pope, Who, I | 

Or believe, is lazy, or elſe he might have added three 

its lines of his own. I am extremely glad he i is not in 

te your caſe of needing great- men-s favour,, and.could 

Ce. heartily wiſh that you were in his. I have been 


15, conſidering why poets have ſuch ill ſucceſs n | 
til their court, ſince they are allowed to be the gre 

[ and beſt of all flatterers: the. defect is, that 
ed fatter only in print or in writing, but not by word 
e- of mouth: they will give things. under their hand 
dd which they make a conſcience of ſpeaking. Belides, 
u, they are too libertine to. haunt: anti- chambers, too 

I pour £5. bribe porters and footmen, and too proud - 
1d _ to cringe to ſecond-hand favourites in a great: family. a 
e, Tell me; are you not under original fin by the dedi- | 
5 - ation. of your:edlogues to Lord Bolingbroke? Lam 
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au in jodge at thäs diſtance; and beſides am, for my 
eaſe, utterly ignorant of the commoneſt things that 
paſs in the world; but if all courts have a ſameneſs 
in them (as the parſons phraſe it) things may be as 
1 they were in my time, when all employments went 
” to patliament-men's friends, who had been uſeful in 
-: elections, and there was always a huge liſt of names 
» in arrears at the treaſury, which would. at leaſt take 
14 up your ſeven. years expedient: to diſcharge even one 
half. I am of opinion, if you will. mot be offended, 
_- that the ſureſt. courſe. would be to get your friend 
who lodgeth in your houſe to recommend: yuu: to the 
Us next chief governor who comes over here for a, good 
. civil employment, or to be one of his ſecretaries, 
5 which your parliament · men are fond enough of, when 
there is no room at home. The wine is good and. 
; reaſonable; you may dine twice a-weekatthe Deanry- 
. houſe; there is a ſet of company in this town ſuffi· 
5 cient 1% Une man; falles will admire you, becauſe 
they haye read you, and read of you; and a, good: 
employment will make you live tolerably in London, 
or fumptuouſty here; or if you divide between both 
places, it will be for your health. . er 
| I wiſh I could do more than ay love you. Left 
* vou in a good way both for the late court, and the 
ſoucceſſors; and by the force of too much honeſty; or 
too little ſublunary wiſdom, you felt between two 
Nools. Take care of your health and money; be leſs 
ö modeſt and more active; or eiſe turn parſon and get 
2 biſhopric here : would ng ay woot pls us 
ee moe „55 
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Luan. ta, 1 
l PIND/arebukein a a late tans of yours, that both 


ſtings and pleafeth me extremay. Your ſaying. 
that I ought to. have writ a poſtſcript to my friend, 
'Gay's, makes me net content to write leſs than 


a whole letter ; and your ſeeming to take his kindly, 


gives me hopes you will look upon. this as a ſincere 


effect of friendſhip. Indeed as I cannot. but own. 


the lazineſs with which you tax me, and with wrhick. 


I may equally charge bu, for both of us have had 
(and one of us hath both had and given ) a ſurfert 


of writing; fo I really thought you wbuld know your- 
ſelf to be ſo certainly entitled to my friendſhip, that 

it was a poſſeſſion you could not imagine ſtood in 

need of any furthes deeds or. writiogs to dſſuve. you. 
„ 


Whatever you ſeem to think of e g | 


and ſeparate ſtate at this diſtance, and in. this ab-- 


dure, Dean dum Bert Mil in England,” in every 


place and company where he would chuſe to live, 


and 1 find bim in all che converſations I keep, aud. Gy 


in all the hearts in which I defire any ſhare. 

We 'have never met theſe many years without: 
mention of you. Beſides my old acquaintance, 1. 
have found that all my friends of a later date are 


ſuch as were yours before: Lord Oxford, Lord Har- 


court, and Lord Harley may look ugon me as one 
entailed upon them by you : Lord Bohngbroke is 


now returned, as J hope, to take me with all his 


other hereditary rights; and, indeed, he ſeems grown. 


ſo much a philoſopher, as to ſet his heart upon ſume 


* Alluding to his- large work on Homer. 
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of them as little, as upon the poet you gave him: 
It is ſure my ill fate, that all thoſe I m6ſt loved, and 
with whom 1 moſt lived, muſt be. baniſhed: after : 
2 both of you left England, my conſtant hoſt was the 
3 Biſhop of * Rocheſter. Sure this is a nation that is 
curſedly afraid of being over-run with too much po- 
liteneſs, and cannot regain one great genius; but at 
the expence of angther. I tremble for my Lord Pe- 
terborow (whom I now lodge with); he has too much 
wit, as well as courage, to make. a ſolid general: 
| and if he eſcapes being baniſhed by others, I fear 
, he will baniſh himſelf. This leads me to give you 
5 ſome account of the manner of my life and conver- 
3 ſation, which has been infinitely more various and 
8 diſſipated, than when you knew me, and cared for 
: me, and among all ſexes, parties, and. profeſſions. 
A glut of ſtudy and retirement in the firſt part of my 
life caſt me into this; and this, I begin ta ſee, will. 
throw me again into ſtudy and retirement. | 
The civilities Ihave met. with from oppoſite ſetts 
of people, have hindered me from being violent or 
. Jour. to any party; 5 but, at the fame time, the obſer- 
vations and experiences I cannot but have collected, 
4 have made me leſs fond of, and leſs ſurprized at ( 
any: I am, therefore the more afflicted and the more 
angry at the, violences and hardſhips I ſee practiſed 
by either. The merry vein you knew me in, is ſunk 
Anto a turn of reflection, that has made the world. 
pretty indifferent to me; and yet 1 have acquired 
a quictneſs of mind which by fits improves into a 
certain degree of chearfulneſs, enough to make me 
Juſt ſo good-humoured. as to with that world well, 
My. friendſhips are increaſed. by new ones, yet n0 
Hart of the warmth I felt for the old. is * 
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Averſions I have none, but to 8 (for fools I 
have learned. to bear .with) and ſuch I cannot be. 
commonly civil to; for I think thoſe men are next 
to knaves who'converſe with them. The greateſt man 
in power of. this ſort ſhall hardly make me bow to 
bim, unleſs I had a perſonal obligation, and that 
J will take care not to. have. The top pleaſure of 
my life is one I learned from you both how-to gain. 
and how to uſe; the freedom of friendſhip with men. 
much my ſuperiors. To have pleaſed: great men, acs 
cording to. Horace, is a praiſe 5 but not. to have flat- 
tered them, and yet not have diſpleaſed them, is. 
a greater. I have carefully ayoided. all intercourſe- 
with poets and ſeribblers, unleſs where by great 
chance I have found a. modeſt one. By theſe. means: 
1 have had no quarrels with any perſonally; none 
have been enemies, but who were alfo ſtrangers to 
me; and as there is no great need of an eclairciſſe- 
ment, with. ſuch, whateyer they writ or ſaid I never: 
retaliated; not only never feeming- to know, but 
often really never knowing any thing of the matter. 
Thete are very few things that give me the an iesy 
of a wiſh; the ſtrongeſt I have would be to paſs my- 
days with you, and a few fuch. as you; but Fate has 
diſperſed them all about the world; and I find ta 
with it is as vain, as: to with to der the mllenniunt 
and the kingdom of the juſt-upon' earth. 

If I have ſinned in my long ſilence, dls * 
is one to whom you. yourſelf have been as great: 
a finner. As ſoon as you ſee his hand, you will learns 
to do me juſtice, and feelin your heart how long a man 


way be dune thok he oa loves aud unn 
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e 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr SWIFT. 


1 AM not fo lazy as Pope, and therefore you muſt 

not expect from me the ſame indulgence to la- 
zineſs; in defending his own cauſe he pleads yours, 
and becomes your advocate, while he appeals to you 
as his judge: you will do the ſame on your part; 
and I, and the reſt of your common friends, ſhalt 


Rave great juſtice to expect from two fuch righteous 


eribunals.. You reſemble perfectly the two ale-houſe 
keepers in Holland, who were at the fame time Bur- 
gomaſters of the town, and taxed ane another's bills 
alternately. I declare before hand I will not ſtand 
to the award; my title to your friendſflip is good, 


aud wants neither deeds nor writings to confirm it: 


bat annual acknowledgments at leaſt are neceſſary 
to preſerve it: and I begin to ſuſpe& by your de- 
frauding me of them, that you hope in time to diſ- 
pute it, and to urge preſcription againſt me. I would 
not ſuy one word to. you about myſelf (fince it is a 
Mbj6&t on which yon appear to have no curiofity) 
was it not to try how far the eontraſt between Pope's. 
Ae LA a iS SG, E N way be car. 
tied. 


** — nas; then, iy mos uniform, and 
leſs diſſipated than when you knew me and cared for 


me. That love which t uſed to ſratter with ſome 
profuſion among the female kind, has been theſe ma- 
Ay years devoted to one object. A great many miſ- 
fortunes, (for ſo they are called, tho ſometimes very 
improperly) and a retirement from the world, have 
made that juſt and nice diſcrimination between my 
acquaintance and my friends, which we have ſeldom - 
ſagacity enough to make for ourſelves ;, thoſe inſets 
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of various hues, „Ach use un ent and ban about 
me, while I ſtood in the ſun- ſhine, have diſappeared 
fince I lived in the ſhade, No man comes to a her- 
mitage but for the ſake of the hermit; a few philo- 
ſophical friends come often to mine, and they are 


fuck as yon would be glad to live with, if a dull ali - 
mate and duller company have not altered you ex- 


tremely from what you was nine years ago. | 
The hoarſe voice of Party was never heard in this- 
quiet place; Gazettes and Pamphlets are baniſhed 
from it; and if the Lucubrations of Iſaac Bickerſtaff 
be admitted, this diſtinction is owing to ſome ſlrokes 
by which it is judged that this illuſtrious philoſopher . 
had (like the Indian Fohu, the Grecian Pythagoras, 
the Perſian Zoroaſter, and others his precurſors among 
the Zabians, Magians, and the Egyptian Seers) both 


his outward and his inward doctrine, and that he 
was of no ſide at the bottom. When I am there, I 
forget I ever was of any party myſelf; nay, l am 
oſten ſo happily abſorbed: by the abſtracted reaſon. 


of things, that I am ready to imagine there never 
was any ſuch monſter as Party. Alas, I am ſoon 


awakened from that pleaſing dream by the Greek 
and Roman Hiſtorians, by Guicciardine, by Machi- 


avel, and Thuanus ; for I have vowed to read no hi- 
ſtory of our own country, Gl pm wed of is which 
you promiſe to finiſh appears. 

lam under uo apprehenſion that.a glut of. rudy. . 
and retirement ſhould caſt me back into the hurry of. 
the world ; on the contrary, the ſingle regret which 
Lever feel, is that I fell fo late into this courſe of 
life; my philoſophy gcows.configmed by habit, and 
if you and I meet again, L will extort this approba- . 
tion ram you: Jam non conſilio bonus, ſed more 
eo 3 ut non tantum recte facere * 
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« {ed niſi recte facere non poſſim. The little in- 
civilities J have met with from oppoſite ſetts of peo- 
ple, have been fo far from rendering me violent or 


ſour to any, that I think myſelf obliged to them all; 


ſonie have cured me of my fears, by ſhewing me how 
impotent the malice of the world is; others have 
cured me of my hopes, by ſhewing how precarious 


popular friendſhips are; all have cured me of ſur- 


prize: in driving me out of party, they have driven 
me out of curſed company; and in ſtripping me of 
titles and rank, and eſtate, and ſuch trinkets, which 
every man that will may ſpare, they have given me 
that which no man can be happy without. 
Reflection and habit have rendered the world ſo 
indifferent to me, that I am neither afflicted nor re- 


| Joiced, angry nor pleaſed at what happens in it, any 


further than perſonal friendſhips intereſt me in the 


affairs of it, and this principle extends my cares but 


a little way. Perfect tranquillity is the general te- 
nour of my life: good digeftions, ſerene weather, and 
ſome other mechanic ſprings, wind me above it now 
and then, but I never fall below it; I am ſometimes 
gay, but I am never ſad. I have gained new friends, 


and have loſt ſome old ones; my acquiſitions of this 


kind give me a good deal of pleaſure, becauſe they 
have not been made lightly : I know no vows. ſo ſo- 
lemn as thoſe of friendſhip, and therefore a pretty 
long noviciate of acquaintance ſhould methinks pre- 
cede them: my loſſes of this kind give me but little 


trouble; I contributed nothing to them, and a friend 
who breaks with me unjuſtly is not worth preſerving. 


As ſoon as I leave this town (which will be in a few 
days) I ſhall fall baek into that courſe of life which 
keeps knaves and fools at a great diſtance from me: 

I have an averſion to them both, but in the ordinary 
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FROM. DR SWI T, er. as. 
routle of life I think I can bear the ſenſible knave 
better than the fool. One muſt indeed with the 


former be in ſome or other of the attitudes of thoſe 
wooden men whom I have ſeen before a ſword- cut; 


ler's ſhop in Germany: but even in thoſe conſtrained 


poſtures the witty raſcal will divert me; and he that 
diverts me does me a great deal of good, and lays 
me under an obligation to him, which I am not obli- 
ged to pay him in another coin 3 the fool obliges me 
to be almoſt as much upon my guard as the knave, 
and he makes me no amends; he numbs me like the 
torpor, or he teazes me like the fly. This is the 
picture of an old friend, and more like him than 
that will be which you once aſked, and which he 
will ſend. you, if you continue ſtill to defire it. — 
Adieu, dear Swift: with all thy faults I love thee 
entirely; make an effort, and love me on with all 
| LEI. T-8 KN 
From Dr SWIFT. 
ö Dublin, Sept. 20, 1723. 
RETURNING from a ſummer expedition of 
four months on account of my health, I found 
a letter, from you, with an appendix longer than 
yours from Lord Bolingbroke. I believe there is 


not a more miferable malady than an unwillingneſs 
to write letters to our beſt friends, and a man might 


be philoſopher enough in finding out reaſons for it. 


One thing is clear, that it ſhews a mighty difference 


betwixt friendſhip and love, fot a lover (as I have 
heard) is always ſcribbling to his miſtreſs. If I 
could permit myſelf to believe what your civility 
makes yen ſay, that I am ſtill remembered by my 


friends in England, I am in the right to keep ow 
| Vor. 9 
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here Non ſum qualis eram, I left you in a period of 
life when one year does more execution than three 
at yours; to which if you add the dulneſs of the air, 
and of the people, it will make a terrible ſum. I 
have no very ſtrong faith in your pretenders to re- 
tirement; you are not of an age for it, nor have 
gone through either good or bad fortune enough to 


go into a corner, and form concluſions de contemptu 


mundi et fuga ſeculi, unleſs a poet grows weary of too 
much applauſe, as miniſters do of d much weight 
of buſineſs. 

Your happineſs is greater than your merit, in chu- 
ſing your favourites ſo indifferently among either 
party: this you owe partly to your education, and 


partly to your genius employing you in an art in 


which faction has nothing to do, for Iſuppoſe Vir- 
gil * Horaee are equally read by Whigs and To- 


'ries. You have no more to do with the conſtitution 


of "War and State, than a Chriſtian at Conſtanti- 
nople; and you are ſo much the wiſer and the hap- 
pier, becauſe both parties will approve your poetry 
as long as you are known to be of neither. 
Your-notions of friendſhip are new to me: be- 
lieve every man is born with his guantum, and he 
cannot give to one without robbing another. I very 
well know to whom 1 would give the firſt places in 
my friend{hip, but they are not in the way: 1 am 
condemned to another ſcene, and therefore I diſtri- 
bute it in pennyworths to thoſe about me, and who 
diſpleaſe me leaſt; and ſhould do the fame to my 
fellow priſoners if I were condemned to jail. I can 
| Vkewiſe tolerate knaves much better than fools, be- 
cauſe their knavery does me no hurt in the commerce 
I have with them, which however J own is. more 


dangerous, tho' not ſo troubleſome, as that of fools. 


« 
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among all men of genius, and would fain have it. 

done: they are ſeldom above three or four contem- 
: ; poraries, and, if they could be united, would drive 
the world before them. I think it was ſo among 
the poets in the time of Auguſtus : but envy, and. 
party, and pride, have hindered it among us. I do. 
not include the ſubalterns, of which you are ſeldom 
without a large tribe. Under the name of poets and- 
ſcribblers I ſuppoſe you mean the fools you are con- 
1 tent to ſee ſometimes, When they happen to be mo- 
deſt; which was not e among them while L. 
was in the world. 

I would defcribe to you my way of living, if; any 
method could be called ſo in this country. I chuſe 
my companions among thoſe of leaſt conſequence and 
moſt compliance : I read the moſt trifling books IL 
can find, and whenever I write, it is upon the moſt - 
triſling ſubjects ; but riding, walking, and ſleeping, _ 
take up.cighteen of the twenty-four hours. I pro- 
craſtinate more than I did tweaty years ago, and 
* have ſeveral things to finiſh which I put off to twen- 
ty years hence; hec eft vita Solutsrum, &c. I ſend. 
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4 you the compliments of a friend of yours, who hath 
2 paſſed four months this ſummer with two grave ac - 
y quaintance at his country-houſe, without ever once 
0 going to Dublin, which is but eight miles diſtant; 
yet when he returns to London, I will engage yo 
2 ſhall find him as deep in the Court of Requelts, the 


Park, the operas, and the coffeehouſe, as any man 
* there. Tam now with him for a few days. 
4 You muſt remember me with great affeQtion to Dr 
Arbuthnot, Mr Congreye, and Gay.—I think there 
are no more eodem iertios between you and me, ex- 
cept Mr Jervas, to whoſe houſe I addreſs this, for, 
E 2 


32 LETTERS TO AND 
want of knowing where you live: for it was not 
clear, from your laſt, whether you lodge with Lord 
Peterborow, or he with you ? 


[ ever am, Ae. 
LET TEK X. 5 
Sept. 14, 1725. 


1 NEED not tell yi with what real delight I 

ſhould have done any thing you defired, and in 
particular any good offices in my. power towards the 
bearer of your letter, who is this day gone for France. 
Perhaps tis with poets as with prophets, they are 
ſo much better liked in another country than their 
own, that your gentleman, upon arriving in Eng- 
land, loſt his curioſity concerning me. However, 
had he tried, he had found me his friend; I mean 
he had found me yours. I am (diſappointed at not 
knowing better a man whom you eſteem, and com- 
fort myſelf only with having got a letter from you, 
with which, after all, I fit down a gainer; fince to 
my great pleaſure it confirms my hope of once more 
ſeeing you. After ſo many diſperſions, and ſo many 
diviſions, two or three of us may yet be gathered to- 
gether: not to plot, not to contrive filly ſchemes of 
ambition, or to vex our own or others' hearts with 
buſy vanities, (ſuch as perhaps at one time of life or 
other take their tour in every man), but to divert 
ourſelves, and the world too if it pleaſes; or at worſt, 
to laugh at others as innocently and as unhurtfully 
as at ourſelves. Your Travels I hear much of; 
my own, I promiſe you, ſhall never more be in 2 
ſtrange land, but a diligent, I hope uſeful inveſtiga- 
tion of my own territories f. I mean no more tranſ- 


Gulliver. + The Eſſay on Man. 
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ſul friend; and one reaſon he has to deſire a litile 


you were cured, to quit the pretence of it; becauſe 


FROM DR SWIFT; ec. 33 


lations, but ſomething domeſtic, fit nne. 8 
try, and for my own time. ä 
If you come 70 us, IN. fad you elderly ladies 
enough that can halloo, and two that can nurſe, and 
they are too old and feeble to make too much noiſe; 
as you will gueſs, when I tell you they are my own _ IJ 
mother, and my own nurſe. I can alto help you to 4 
a lady who is as deaf, though not ſo old as yourſelf; | 
you'll be pleaſed with one another I'll engage, tho? 
you don't hear one another; you'll con verſe, like 
ſpirits, by intuition. What you'll moſt wonder at is, 
ſhe is conſiderable at Court, yet no party-woman, 
and lives in Court, yet would be caſy, and make you | 
caly. i > 
One of thoſe you mention, (and I dare a 8 | 15 
will remember), Dr Arbuthnot, is at this time ill of þ 
a, very dangerous diſtemper, an impoſthume in the | 
bowels, which. is broke, but the event is very ung 
certain. Whatever that be, he bids me tell you, #1 
(and I write this by him), he lives or dies your ſaith- 


longer life, is the with to fee you once more. | 
He is gay, enough in this circumſtance to tell you, 

he would. give you {if he cou d) ſuch advice as might 

cure your deafneſs ; but he, would not adviſe-you, if 


you may by that means hear as much as you will, _ 
and anſwer as little as you pleaſe, Believe me. 3 
Yours, &c. = 
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I AM n now - ming to the noble ſcrne cf Duin, 8 
into the ou monde, for ſear of burying my Ih 
E 3 9 


54 LETTERS TO AN 
parts; to ſignalize myſelf among curates and wcars, 
and correct all corruptions crept in relating to the 
weight of bread and butter, through thoſe dominions 
where I govern. I have employed my time (beſides 
ditching) in finiſhing, correcting, amending, and 
. tranſcribing my Travels , in four parts complete, 
newly augmented, and intended for the preſs when 
the world ſhall deſerve them, or rather when a prin- 
ter ſhall be found brave enough to venture his ears. 
1 like the ſcheme of our meeting after diſtreſſes and 
diſperſions; but the chief end I propoſe to myſelf in 
all my labours, is to vex the world rather than di- 
vert it; and if I could compaſs that deſign without 
hurting my own perſon or fortune, I would be the 
moſt indefatigable writer you have ever ſeen, with- 
out reading. I am exceedingly pleaſed.that you have 
done with tranſlations; Lord Treaſurer Oxford often 
lamented that a raſcally world ſhould lay you under 
a neceſſity of miſemploying your genius for ſo long 
a time: but ſince you will now be ſo much better 
employed, when you think of the world, give it one 
| laſh the more at my requeſt. I have ever hated all 
nations, profefhons, and communities; and all my 
love is towards individuals: for inſtance, I hate the 
tribe of lawyers, but I love counfellor ſuch, a-one, 
and judge ſuch a-one. *Tis ſo with phyſicians, (I will 
not ſpeak of my own trade), ſoldiers, Engliſh, Scotch, 
French, and the reſt. But principally I hate and do- 
teſt that auimal called Man, although I heartily love 
John, Peter, Thomas, and fo forth. This is the ſy- 
ſtem upon which I have govern'd myſelf many years, 
(but do not tell), and ſo I thall go on till I have done 
with them. I have got materials towards a treatiſe, 
proving the falſity of that definition animal rationale, 
* Gulliver's Travels, "uf 
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ROW DR SWI T, ci, yy 
ö, and to ſhew it ſhiould be only rationis capur. Upon 
0 this great foundation of miſanthropy, (though not 
1s in Timon's manner), the whole building of my Tra- 
es vels is erected; and 1 never will have peace of mind 
d till all honeſt- men are of my opinion: by conſe- 
e, quence you are to embrace it immediately, and pro- 
n eure that all who deſerve my eſteem may do ſo too. 
n- The matter is ſo clear; that it will admit of no diſ- 
8. pute; nay, I will hold a n FI that you. 
d and I agree in the point. 

in I did not know your Odyſſey v was finiſhed; being: 4 
Lis yet in the country, which 1 ſhall leave in three days. 
ut I'thank you kindly for the preſent, but ſhall like it 
he three fourths the leſs for the mixture. you mention 
h- of other hands: however, I am glad you ſav'd your- 
ve ſelf ſo much drudgery.— ] have been long told by Mr 
en Ford of your great atchievements in building and 
er planting, and eſpecially of your ſubterranean paſſage 
ng to your garden, whereby you turn'd a blunder into a, 
er beauty, which is a piece of ars pcetica. f 
ne J have almoſt done with Harridans, and mall Goh 
IM bccome old enough to fall in love with girls of four- 
ny teen. The Lady whom you deſcribe to live at Court, 
he 
Cy 
ill 
h, 
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to be deaf, and no party-woman, I take to be My- 
thology, but know not how to moralize it. She can- 
not be Mercy, for Merey is neither deaf, nor lives at 
| Court: Juſtice is blind, and perhaps deaf, but net 
0 ther is ſhe a court- lady: Fortune is both blind and 


ve deaf, and a court- lady; but then the is a maſt dam- $6 
y- nable party-woman, and will never make me eaſy, — W 
n. as you promiſe. It muſt be Riches, which anſwers 

ne all your defcription : 1 am glad the viſits you, but 

ſe, my voice is ſo weak, Logs 1 doubt the will never 

It, bear me. 


Mur Lewis ſent me ap account of Dr Arbuthnot's 
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illneſs, which is a very ſenſible aſſſiction to me, who 
By living ſo long out of the world, have loſt that 


Hardneſs of heart contracted by years and general 
' converſation. I am daily loſing friends, and neither 


ſeeking nor getting others. Oh, if the world had 
but a dozen of. Arbuthnots in it, I would burn my 
Travels! But, however, he is not without fault: there 
is a paſſage in Bede, highly commending the piety 
and learning of the Iriſh in that age, where, after 


abundance of praiſes, he overthrows them all, by la- 


menting that, alas! they kept Eaſter at a wrong time 
of the year. So our Doctor has every quality and 
virtue that can make a man amiable; or uſeful; but 
alas, he hath a ſort of ſlouch in his walk! I pray 


God protect him, for he is an excellent Chriſtian, 
- though not a Catholic. 


I hear nothing of our friend Gay, but I and the 
Court keeps him at hard meat. I adviſed him to 
come over here with a Lord Lieutenant. Philips 
writes little flams (as Lord Leiceſter call'd. thoſe ſort 
of verſes) on Miſs Carteret. - A Dublin blackſmith, 


a great poet, hath imitated his manner in a poem to 


the ſame Miſs. Philips is a complainer, and on this 


occaſion I told Lord Carteret, that complainers ne- 


ver ſucceeded at Court, though railers do. 
Are you altogether a country gentleman.? that 1 


muſt addreſs to you out of. London, to the hazard of 


your. loſing this precious letter, which I will now 
conclude, although ſo much paper is left. I have an 


ill name, and therefore ſhall not ſubſcribe it, but you 


will gueſs it comes from one who eſteems and loves 
you about half as much as you deſerve, I mean as 
much as he can, 

I am in grcat concern at what 1 am juſt told is 


in ſome of the newſpapers, that Lord Bolingbroke is 


FROM DR SWIFT, . oy 
much hurt by a fall in hunting. I am glad he has 
ſo much youth and vigour left, (of which he hath 


not been thrifty), but I wonder he has no more dif- 


E XII. 


ock. 15, 1726. 

1 AM an pleaſed with the ſuddenneſs of 

your kind anſwer. It makes me hope you are 
coming towards us, and that you-incline more and 
more to your old friends, in proportion as you draw 
nearer to them, and are getting into our vortex. 
Here is one, who was once a powerful planet, but 
has now (after long experience of all that comes of 
ſhining) learned to be content with returning to 
his firſt point, without the thought or ambition of 
ſhining at all. Here is another, who thinks one of 
the greateſt glories of his father was to have diſtin- 
guiſhed and loved you, and who loves you heredi- 


tarily. Here is Arbuthnot, recovered from the jaws 


of death, and more pleaſed. with the hope of ſeeing: 
you again, than of reviewing a world, every part of 
which he has ſo long deſpiſed, but what is made up 
of a few men like yourſelf, - He goes abroad again, 
and is more chearful than even health can make 
a man, for he has a good conſcience into the bargain, 
(which is the moſt Catholic of all remedies, though 
not the moſt univerſal.) I knew it would be a plea- 
ſure to you to hear this, and in truth = Ak *. 
write ſo ſoon to vou. 

I'm ſorry poor P. is not promoted i in this age; for 
certainly if his reward be of the next, he is of an 
poets the moſt miſerable. I'm alſo ſorry for another 
reaſon; if they don't promote him, they'll ſpdil the 
concluſion of one of my Satires, where, having en- 
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dea vcured to · correct the taſte of che town in wit 
and criticiſm, I end thus, 
But what avails to lay down rules for ſenſe ? ? 

In 's reign theſe fruitleſs lines were writ, 
When Ambroſe Philips was preferr'd for wit! 
Our friend Gay 1s ufed as the friends of Tories are 
by Whigs (and generally by Tories too.) Becauſe 
he bad humour, he was ſuppoſed to have dealt with 
Dr Swift; in like manner as when any one had 
learning formerly, he was thought to have dealt with 
the devil. He puts his whole truſt at court in that 
lady whom I deſcribed to you, and whom you take 
to be an allegorical creature of fancy: I wiſh ſhe 
really were Riches for his ſake ; though as for yours, 
I queſtion whether (if you knew her) you would 
change her for the other. 
Lord Bolingbroke had not the leaſt harm by | his 
all; I wiſh he had received no more by his other 
fall; Lord - Oxford had none by his. But Lord Boling- 
broke is the moſt improved mind ſince you ſaw hin, 
that ever was improved without ſhifting into a new 
body. or being: paulo minus ab angelis. I have often 
amagined to myſelf, that if ever all of us meet again, 
after ſo many varieties. and changes, after ſo much 
of the ald world and of the old man in each of us 
has been ultered, that ſcarce a ſingle thought ef the 
one, any more than a ſingle atom of the other, re- 
mains juſt the ſame; I've fancied, I ſay, that we 
Jhould mect like the rightcous in the millennium, 
quite in peace, diveſted of all our former paſſions, 
ſmiling at our paſt follies, and content to enjoy the 
kingdom of the juſt in tranquillity: but I find you 
would rather be employed as an avenging angel of 
wrath, to break your vial of indignation over the 
heads of the wretched axcatures of this world: nay, 
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would make them eat your bol, which you have made 
[I doubt not) as bitter a pill for them as poſſible. 

I won't tell yen what defigns I have in my head 
(beſides writing a ſet of maxims in oppoſition to all 
Rochefoucault's principles ) till I ſee you here face 
to face: then you ſhall have no reaſon to complain 
Ty or me, for want of a generous diſdain of this world, 
though I have not loſt my ears in yours and their 


an vice. Lord too (whom 1 have now the 
Wl thicd time mentioned in this · letter, and he deſerves 
K to be always mentioned in every thing that is ad- 


"4 dreſs'> to you, or comes from you) expects ydu: that 
| ought to be enough to bring you hither; tis a better 
d raſon than if the nation expected you: for I really 
enter as fully as you ean deſire into your principle 
of love of individuals; and 1 think the way to Have 
a public ſpirit is firſt to have a private one; for who 
can believe (ſaid a friend of mine) that any man can 
care for a hundred thouſand people, who never cared 
for one? No ill humoured man can ever be a patriot, - - 
any more than à friend. 
I deſigned to have left the following page for 
Dr Arbuthnot to fill; but he is ſo touch'd with the 
period in yours to me concerning him, that he in- 
tends to anſwer it by a whole letter. He too is buſy 
about a book, which I gueſs he will tell you of. 80 
adieu what remains worth telling you? Dean Berks 
ley is well, and happy in the proſecution, of his 
cheme. Lord Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke in health, 
Duke Diſhy ſo alſo; Sir N Wyndham better, 


* This was only ſaid as an obi qe reproof of the e | 
wiſanthropy in the foregoing Letter; and which he ſuppo- 
{ed might be chiefly occaſioned by the Dean's fondneſs for 
Richefoucault, whoſe. Maxi ms are founded on the n. 
of an untverfal Coane in human nature. 
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Lord Bathurſt well. Theſe and ſome others preſerve 
their ancient honour and ancient friendſhip : thoſe 
who do neither, if they were d -d, what is it to 
a Proteſtant prieft, who has nothing to do with the 
dead ? Tanſwer for my own part, as a Papi. I would 
not pray them out of Purgatory. | 
My name is as bad an one as yours, and hated 
by all bad poets, from Hopkins and Sternhold to 
Gildon and Cibber. The firſt prayed againſt me 
with the Turk; and a modern imitator of theirs 
{whom I leave you to find out) has added the Chri- 
ſtian to em, with proper definitions of each, in this 
manner, 
© The Pope's the Whore of Babylon, 
“ The Turk he is a Jew: 
„The Chriſtian is an Infidel 
* That ſitteth in a pew.” 


LETTER' XII. 
From Dr SWI r. 


Nov. 26, 1524. 

1 SHOULD ſooher have acknowledged yours, if 
a feveriſh diſorder and the relics of it had not 
Aifabled me for a fortnight. I now begin to make 
excuſes, becauſe I hope I am pretty near ſeeing you, 
and therefore I would cultivate an acquaintance; 
becauſe if you do not know me when we meet, you 
need only keep one of my letters, and compare it 
with my face, for my face and letters are counter- 
parts of my heart. I fear I have not expreſſed that 
right, but I mean well, and I hate blots. I look in 
your letter, and in my conſcience you ſay the ſame 
thing, but in a better manner. Pray tell my Lord 
Bolingbroke that I with he were baniſhed again, fot 
then I ſhould hear from him, when he was full d 


I 


25. 

rs, if 
1 not 
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you, 
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are it 
inter- 
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zok in 
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Lord 
in, fot 


full of 


Oxford was ſo extremely kind as to write to me im- 
mediately an account of his ſon's birth, which 1 
immediately acknowledged; but before my letter 
could reach him, LI wiſhed it in the ſea: I hope 1 
was more afflicted than his Lordſhip. 
that parſons and beggars ſhould be over-run with 
brats, while ſo great and good a family wants an 
heir to continue it. | | 
picture, but I lament C ſub figillo confeſſionis) that it 
is not ſo true a reſemblance as I could with,', Drown 
the world! I am not content with deſpiſing it, but 
I] would anger it, if I could with ſafety. I -with 
there were an hoſpital built for its deſpiſers, where 
one might act with ſafety z and it need not be a large 
building, only I would have it well endowed, P*** 
is fort chancellant whether he ſhall turn parſon or no 
but all employments here are engaged, or in rever- 
ſion, Caſt wits and caſt beaux have a proper fanc+ 


tuary in the church; yet we think it a ſevere judg= 


ment, that a fine gentleman, and fo much the finer 


for hating eccleſiaftics, ſhould be a domeſtic humble 
retainer to an Iriſh prelate. He is neither ſeeretary 


nor gentleman-uſher, yet ſerves in both capacities. 
He hath publiſhed ſeveral reaſons why he never 
came to fee me, but the beſt is, that I have not wait- 
ed on his Lordſhip. We have had a poem fent from 
London in imitation of thag on Miſs Carteret. It is 
on Miſs Harvey of a day old; and we fay and think 
it is yours. I wiſh it were not, becauſe I am againſt 
monopolies.— Lou might have ſpared me a few more 
lines of your ſatire, but I hope in a few months to 
ſee it all. To hear boys, like you, talk of millen · 
niums and tranquillity! I am older by thirty years, 
Lord Bolingbroke by twenty, and you but by teu, 
0 VIII. F 
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philoſophy, and talked de-contemptu mundi. My Lord 
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I have received his father's 
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than when we daſt were together; and we ſhould 
diſſer more, than ever, you coquetting a maid of ho- 
nour, my Lord looking on to ſee how the gameſters 
play, and I railing at you both. I defire you and 
all my friends will take a ſpecial. care that my diſ- 
aſſection to the world may not be imputed to my 
age, for I have credible witneſſes ready to ,depoſe, 
that it hath never varied from the twenty-firſt to 
the f—ty eighth year of my life (pray fill that blank 


charitably.) I tell you after all, that I do not hate 


mankind, it is vous autres who hate them, becauſe 
you would have them reaſonable animals, and are 
angry at being diſappointed: I have always rejected 
that definition, and made another of my own. I am 


no more angry with—than I was with the Kite that 


laſt week flew away with one of my chickens ; and 
yet I was pleaſed when one of my ſervants ſhot him 
two days after. This I ſay, becauſe you are fo 
hardy as to tell me of your intentions to write ma- 
xims in oppoſition to Rochefoucault, who is my fa- 
vourite, becauſe I found my whole character in him; 
however, I will read him again, becauſe it is poſſible 
I may have fince .undergone ſome alterations.— 
Take eare the bad poets do not out-wit .you, as they 
have derved the good anes in every age, whom they 
have provoked to tranſmit their names to poſterity. 
Mevius is as well known as Virgil, and Gildon will 
be as well known as you, if his name gets into your 
verſes: and as to the difference between good and 


bad fame, tis a perfect trifle. I aſk a thouſand 


pardons, and ſo leave you for this time, and will 
write again, without concerning. mr whether your 


write QF no. 
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LETTER x. Ar 


Dee: to. 1725. 


1 FIND myſelk. the better acquainted with ww | 


for a long abſence, as men are-with themſelves 


for a loug affliftion + abſence does but hold off a 


friend, to make one ſee him the more truly. I am 
finitely more pleaſed to hear you are coming near 
us, than at any thing you ſeem to think in my fa- 
vour; an opinion which has perhaps been aggran« 
dized by the diſtance or dulneſs of Ireland, as ob- 
jets look larger through a medium of fogs; and 
yet I am infinitely- pleaſed with that too. I am 


much the happier for finding (a better thing than 


our wits) our judgments jump, in the notion that all 
feribblers ſnould be paſt by in ſilence. To vindicate 
one's ſelf againſt ſuch naſty ſlander, is much as wiſe: 
as it was in your countryman, when the people i im- 


puted a ſtink to him, to prove the contrary by 
ſhewing his backſide, 80 let Gildon and Philips 
reſt in peace! What Virgil had to do with Mevius, , 


that he ſhould wear him upon his ſleeve to all eter- 


nity, I don't know. T've been the longer upon this, 


that. I may prepare you for the reception both you 
and your works may poſſibly meet in England. We 
your true acquaintance will look upon you as a good 
man, and love you; others will leok upon you as a 
wit, and hate you: ſo you know the worſt; unleſs 
you are as vindicative-as Virgil, or ths aforeſaid Hi- 
bernian. | 

I wify as nix as- you for an Wehe in which- 
to lodge the deſpiſers of the world; only I fear it 
would be filled wholly like Chelſea, with maimed: 


ſoldiers, and ſuch as had been diſabled zn its ſer- 


vice. I would rather have thoſe that, out of ſuch 
4 F 2 
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generous principles as you and I, deſpiſe it, fly in its 
face, than retire from it: not that I have much an- 
ger againſt the great, my ſpleen is at the little ragues 
of it; it would vex one more to be knocked on the 
head with a piſs-pot than by a thunderbolt. As to 
great oppreſſors, they are like kites or eagles, one 
_ expeCts miſchief from them; but to be ſquirted to 
death (as poor Wycherley ſaid to me on his death- 
bed) by apothecaries apprentices, by the under- 
ſtrappers of unger-ſecretarics to ſecretaries who were 
no ſecretaries—thas would provoke as dull a dog as 
Ph—s himſelf. pd 
So much for enemies, now for friends. Mr lf 
thinks all this indiſcreet: the Doctor not fo; he 
loves miſchief the beſt of any good-natured man in 
England. Lord B. is above trifling : when he writes 
of any thing in this world, he is more than mortal; 
if ever he trifes, it muſt be whey he turns divine. Gay 
is writing Tales for Prince William: I'ſfuppoſe Mr 


Philips will take this very ill, for two reaſons ; one, 


that he thinks all childiſh things belong to him, and 
the other, becauſe be I take it ill to be taught that 
one may write things to a child without being child- 
iſh; What have I more to add? but that Lord Ox- 
ford deſires earneſtly to ſee you; and that many 
others whom you do not think the worſt of, will be 
N by it: none more, be aflured, than 
Tours, &c. 


P. S. 1 „ 


think very indifferent philoſophers; if you deſpiſed 


the world as much as you pretend, and perhaps be - 

lieve, you would not be ſo angry with it. The 

founder of your ſect, that noble original whom you 
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to the worſt part of the world, to the court; and all 
his big words were the language of a ſlighted lover, 
who deſired nothing ſo much as a reconciliation, and 
feared nothing ſo much as a rupture. I believe the 
world hath uſed me as ſcurvily as moſt people, and 
yet I could never find in my heart to be thoroughly 
angry with the ſimple, falſe, capricious thing. I 
ſhould bluſh alike, to be diſcovered fond of the 
world, or. piqued at it. Your definition of Animal 
rationis capax, inſtead. of the common one Animal ra- 
tionale, will not bear examination. Define but Rea- 
ſon, and you will ſee why your diſtinction is no bet- 
ter than that of the Pontiff Cotta, between mala 
ratio and bona ratio, But enough of this: make us 
a viſit, and I'll ſubſeribe to any. ſide of-theſe impor- 
tant queſtions which you pleaſe. We. differ leſs than 
you imagine, perhaps, when you; wiſt me baniſhed 
again: but I am not leſs true to you and to 1 
ply in England, than Lwas in France, * © 

Yours, &c. B. 


r 
From Dr. SWI T. 


London, May 4, 1726; 

puaD Ales live in forty Irelands, than under: 

the frequent diſquiets of hearing you are out of 
order. I always apprehend it moſt after a great din 
ner; forthe leaſt tranſgreſſion of yours, if it be on- 
ly two bits and one ſup more than your ſtint, is a- 
great debauch; for which you certainly pay more 
than thoſe ſots who are carried dead drunk to bed. 
My Lord Peterborow ſpoiled every body's dinner, 
but eſpecially mine, with telling us that you were 
detained by ſickneſs, Pray let me have three lines 
under any hand or pot-hook that will give me a bet»- 
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ter account of your health; which concerns me 
more than others, becauſe I love and eſteem you for 
reaſons that moſt others have little to do with, and 
would be the ſame although you had never touched 
a pen, further than with writing to me. - 

I am gathering up my luggage, and preparing for 
my journey; I will endeavour to think of you as 
little as/I can, and when I write to you, I will ſtrive 
not to think of you : this I intend to return to 
your kindneſs ; and further, I know no body has 
dealt with me ſo cruelly as you, the conſequence of 
which uſage I fear will laſt as long as my hfe, for ſo 
1 1 be (in ſpite of my heart) entirely yours. 


. r T 1 XVI. 


Aug. 22, 1726. 
p g a ſhort figh you coſt me the day I left 
you, and many more you will coſt me, till the 
day you return. I really walked about like a man 
baniſhed, and when I came home found it no home. 
Tis a ſenſation like that of a limb lopped off, one is 
trying every minute unawares to uſe it, and finds it 
is not. I may ſay you have uſed me more cruelly 


than you have done any other man; you have made 


it more impoſſible for me to live at caſe without you; 
babitude itſelf would have done that, if I had leſs 
friendſhip in my nature than I have. Beſides my 
natural memory of you, you have made a local one, 
which preſents you to me in every place I frequent: 
I ſhall never more think of Lord Cobham's, the woods 
of Cirenceſter, or the pleaſing proſpect of Byberry, 
but your idea muſt be joined with em; nor ſce one 
ſeat in my own garden, or one room in my own 
houſe, without a phantom of you, fitting or walking 
before me. I travelled with you to Cheſter, I felt the 
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extreme heat of the weather, the inns, the roads, the 
confinement and cloſeneſs of the uncaſy coach, and 
wiſhed a hundred times I had either a Deanry or a 
horſe in my gift. In real truth, I have felt my ſoul 
peevith ever fince with all about me, from a warm 
uneaſy deſire after you, I am gone out of myſelf to 
no purpoſe, and cannot catch you. Inhiat in pedes 
was not more properly applied to a poor dog after a 
hare, than to me with regard to your departure. L 
with I could think no more of it, but ly down and 
fleep till we meet again, and let that day (how far 
ſoever off it be) be the morrow. Since I cannot, 
may it be my amends that every thing you wiſh may 
attend you where you are, and that you may find 
every friend you have there, in the ſtate you wiſh, 
him, or her; ſo that your viſits to us may have no 
other effect, than the progreſs of a rich man to a re- 
mote eſtate, which he finds greater than he expected; 
which knowledge only ſerves to make him live hap- 
pier where he is, with no difagreeable proſpect if 
ever he ſhould chuſe to remove. May this be your 
ſtate till it become what I with. But indeed I can- 
nat expreſs the warmth with which I with you all 
things, and myſelf you. Indeed you are engraved 
elſewhere than on the Cups you ſent me, (with ſo 
kind an inſcription), and I might throw them into 
the Thames without injury to the giver. I am not 
pleas'd with them, but take them very kindly too: 
and had I ſuſpected any ſuch uſage from you, I ſhould 
have enjoyed your company lels than I really did; 
lor at this rate 4 may lay, | | 


Nee tecum poſſim vivere, nec fac te. 
Iwill bring you over juſt ſuck another preſent, when 
go to the Deanry of St Patrick's; which I promiſe 
You to do, if ever I am enabled to return your kind- 
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neſs. Donarem pateras, Cc. Till then I'll drink (os 
Cay ſhall drink) daily healths to you, and Il add 
to your inſcription the old Roman vow for years to 


come, Voris X. VoTis XX. My mother's age 
gives me authority to hope it for yours. Adieu. 


LETTER XVII. 


Sept. 3, 1726. 
Y OURS to Mr Gay gave me greater ſatisfaction 
than that. to me (though that gave a great deal); 

for to hear you were ſafe at your journey's end, ex- 
ceeds the account of your fatigues while in the way 
to it: otherwiſe believe me, every. tittle of each is 
important to me, which ſets any one thing before my 
eyes that happens to you; I writ you a long letter, 
which. I gueſs reached you the day after your arrival. 

Since then I had a conference with Sir ——, who ex- 
preſſed his deſire of having feen you again en you. 
left us. He ſaid he obſerved a willingneſs in you to 
live among us: which I did not deny; but at the 
fame time told him, you had no ſuch deſign in your. 
coming this time, which was merely to ſee a few of 
thoſe you loved; but that. indeed all thoſe wiſhed it, 
and particularly Lord Peterborow and myſelf, who 
wiſhed you loved Ireland leſs, had you any reaſon. 
to love England more. I faid nothing but what L 
think would induce any man to be as fond of you as 
I, plain truth, did. they know either it or you. I 
can't help thinking (when I conſider the whole ſhort. 
liſt of our friends) that none of them except you and. 
I are qualified for the mountains. of Wales. The 


Doctor goes to cards, Gay to court; one loſes mo- 
ney, one loſes his time; another of our friends la- 
bours to be unambitious, but he labours in an un- 
Willing foil, One lady *. like has too much of 
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France to be fit for Wales; another is too much a 
ſubject to princes and potentates, to reliſh that wild 
taſte of liberty and poverty: Mr Congreve is too 
ſick to bear a thin air; and ſhe that leads him too 
rich to enjoy any thing: Lord Peterborow can go 


to any climate, but never ſtay in any: Lord Bathurſt 
is too great an huſbandman to like barren hills, ex- 


cept they are his -own to improve: Mr Bethel in- 
deed is too good and too honeſt to live in the world, 
but yet 'tis fit, for its example, he ſhould. We are 
leſt to ourſelves in my opinion, and may live where 
we pleaſe, in Wales, Dublin, or Bermudas; and for 
me, I aſſure you I love the world ſo well, and it loves 
me ſo well, that I care not in what part of it JI paſs 
the reſt of my days. I ſee no ſunſhine but f in a the 
face of a friend. 

I had a glimpſe of a letter of yours lately, by which 


people out of power, than of people in power: per- 
haps tis a miſtake, but, however, there's ſomething 
in it generous, Mr takes it extremely kind, I 
can perceive, and he has a great mind to thank you 
for that good opinion for which, I believe, he is only 
to thank his ill fortune; for, if I am not in an error, 
he would rather be in power than out. 

| To ſhew you how fit I am to live in the mountains, 
vill with great truth apply to myſelf an old ſen- 
race: © Thoſe that are in may abide in, and thoſe 
chat are out may abide ont: yet to me thoſe that 


Lare in ſhall be as thoſe that are out, an thoſe that 
are out ſhall be as thoſe that are in.“ | 

lam indifferent as to all thoſe matters, but I miſe 
you as much as I did the firſt day, when (with a 
ſhort ſigh) I parted. Wherever you are (or on the 
nountains of Wales, or on the coaſt of Dublin, 


I find you are, like the vulgar, apter to think well of 


e * K. * * 
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© Tu mihi, ſeu magni ſuperas jam ſaxa Timavi, 
« Zive oram IIlyrici legis #quorig—)” _ 
Jam, and ever ſhall-be, Yours, &e. 
P. E F 1 XVIII, 
Mr GAV to Dr SWI. 
Nov. 17. 1726. 
AB OUT ten days ago a book was publiſhed here 
of the travels of one Gulliver, which hath been 
the converſation of the whole town ever ſince: the 
whole impreſſion. ſold in a week; and nothing is 
more diverting than to hear the different opinions 
people give of it, though all agree in liking it ex- 
tremely. *Tis generally ſaid that you are the au- 
thor; but T am told, the bookſeller declares he knows: 
not from what hand it came. From the ' higheſt to 
the loweſt it is univerſally read; from the cabinet- 
council to: the nurſery, The politicians to a man 
agree, that it is free from particular reſlections, but 
that the ſatire on general ſocieties of men is too ſe- 
vere. Not but we now and then meet with people 
of greater perſpicuity. who are in ſearch for particu- 
lar applications in every leaf; and. tis highly pro- 
bable we ſhall have keys publiſhed to give light into 
Gulliver's deſign. Lord —— is the peſon who leaſt 
approves it, blaming it as a deſign of evikconſequence 
to depreciate human nature; at which it cannot be 
wondered that he takes moſt offence, being himſeli 
the moſt accompliſhed. of his ſpecies, and ſo loſing 
more than any other of that praiſe which is due 
both to the dignity and virtue of a man *. Your 
It is no wonder a man of worth ſhould condemn a ſatire 
on his ſpecies, as it injures Virtue and violates Truth: 
and as little, that a corrupt man Mould approve it, be- 


eauſe it juſtifies * 9 and att to nr _ 
proctice;. . 
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though he thinks in ſome places the matter too far 
carried. The Ducheſs Dowager of Marlborough is 
in raptures at it ; ſhe ſays ſhe can dream of nothing 
elſe ſince ſhe read it: ſhe declares, that ſhe hath now 
found out, that her whole life hath been loſt in ca- 
reſſing. the worſt pant of mankind, and treating the 


veſt as her foes; and that if ſhe knew Gulliver, tho“ 


he had been the worſt enemy the ever had, ſhe would 
give up ber preſent acquaintance for his friendſhip. 
You may ſee by this, that yau arc not much injured 
by being ſuppoſed the author of this piece. If you 
re, you have diſobliged us, and two or three of your 
beſt friends, in not giving us the leaſt hint of it while 
ou were with us; and in particular Dr Arbuthnot, 
rho ſays it is ten thouſand pities he had not known 
it, he could have added ſuch abundance of things 
pon every ſubject. Among lady=critics, ſome have 


o maids of honour, Thoſe of them who frequent 
he church ſay, his deſign is impious, and that it is 
lepreciating the works of the Creator. Notwith- 
anding, I am told the Princeſs hath read ät with 


ng Iſland is the leaſt entertaining; and ſo great an 
pinion the town have of the impoſſibility of Gulli- 


omen and children, are quite full of it. 5 
Perhaps I may all this time be talking to you of a 


re 
n : ook you have never ſeen, and which bath not yet 
8 cached Ireland; if it hath not, I believe what we 


z 
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friend, my Lord Harcourt, commends it very much, 


found out that Mr Gulliver had a particular malice ' 


eat pleaſure. As to other critics, they think the Fly- 


er's writing at all below himſelf, tis agreed that 
part was not writ by the ſame hand, tho' this hath 
tz defenders too. It hath paſſed Lords and Com- 
nons, nemine contradicente; and the whole town, men, 


7 LETTERS TOAND 
have faid will be ſuſficient to recommend it to your 
reading, and that y ou will order me to ſend ĩt to you. 

But it will be much better to come over yourſelf, 
and read it here, where you will have the pleaſure 
of variety of commentators, to captains the difficult 


_ paſſages to you. n. 

We all rejoice that you have fixed tie preciſe time to 
of your coming to be cum hirundine prima ; which we le 
modern naturaliſts pronounce, ought to be reckoned, Ot 
contrary to Pliny, in this northerw latitude of fifty- 1 


two degrees, from the end of February, Styl. Gra. 
at fartheſt. But to us your friends, the coming of tu 
ſuch a black ſwallow as you will make a ſummer in 
the worſt of ſeafuns. We are no lefs glad at your I. 
mention of Twickenham and Dawley; and in ton W 
you know you have a lodging at Court. by 
The Princefs is cloathed in Triſh filk; pray give yol 
our ſervice to the weavers. ' We are ſtrangely fur- WY wh 
prized to hear that the bells in Treland ring without I've 
your money: I hope you do not write the thing that till 
is not. We are afraid that B- hath been guilty of anſ 
that crime, that you (like Honythnm) have treated 1 
him as a Yahoo, and diſcarded him your ſervice. I ſom 
fear you do not underſtand theſe modiſh terms, which I ral 
every creature now underſtands but yourſelf. part 
Lou tell us your wine is bad, and that the clergy ll UE! 
do not frequent your houſe, which we look upon to kno! 
be tautology. The beſt advice we can give you is, they 
to make them a preſent of your wine, and come away iff dn 
to better. rece) 
| . gat dit 20k 26 miſtakes; whe 
we envy thoſe you are with, for we 2 envy thc dark 
man we love. Adieu. I foy 


LETTER xIX. 


Nov. 16, _ 
1 HAVE reſolved to take time and, in ſpite of 
all misfortunes-and demurs which fickneſs, lame- 


neſs, or diſability of any kind can throw in my way, 
to write you (at intervals) a long letter, My two 


leaſt fingers of one hand hang impediments. to the 
others, like ufelefs dependents, who only take up 
room, and never are active or aſſiſtant to our wants: 


J ſhall never be much the better for em.—1 congras. 
tulate you firſt upon what you call your couſin's won- 


derful book, which is publica trita mauu at preſent, and 
I propheſy will be hereafter the admiration of all 


men. That countenance with which i is received : 


by ſome ſtateſmen is delightful; I wiſh 1 could tell 
you how every ſingle man looks upon it, to obſerve 
which has been my whole diverſion this fortnight. 
I've never been a night in London ſince you left me 
till now, for this very end, and gens it has ſully 
anſwered my expeRations. 

I find no conſiderable man very angry. at the book: 
ſome indeed think it rather too bold and too gene- 
ral a ſatire; but none, that I hear of, accuſe it of 


particular reſlections, (1 mean no perſons of conſe · 


quenee or good judgment; the mob of eritics, you 
know, always are deſirous to apply ſatire to thoſe 
they enyy for being above them), ſo that you need- 
ed not to have been ſo ſecret upon this head, Motte 
received the copy (he tells me) he knew not from 
whence, nor from whom, dropp'd at his houſe in the 
dark, from a hackney-coach : by computing the time, 
I found it was after you left England; fo, for my 
part, I ſuſpend my judgment. 

I am pleaſed with ths nature and aa of your 

Vor. VIII. G 
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:preſent to the Princeſs. The Iriſh ſtuff you ſent to 


Mrs H. her R. H. laid hold of, and has made up for 
her own uſe. Are you determined to be national in 
every thing, even in your civilities? You are the 


1 


greateſt politician in Europe at this rate: but as you ] 
are a rational politician, there's no great! fear of you; 
vou will never ſucceed. * 
Another thing in which you have pleas'd me, was b 
what' youtaid to Mr P. by which it ſeems to me that a 
you value no man's civility above your own dignity, th 
or your on reaſon, Surely, without flattery, you 1 
are now above all parties of men, and it is high time , 
to be ſo, after t. enty or thirty years obſervation of by 
the great world. T 
« Nullitis addictus jurare in verba miagiſtri. | 
* queſtion not many men would be of your inti- 2 
macy, that you might be of their inteteſt : but God * 
forbid an honeſt or witty man Thotild be of any, but 3 
that of his county. They have ſtoundrels enough 
to write for their paſſions'and their defigns : let us 1 
write for truth, for honout, and for poſterity. If yon iv 
muſt needs write about politics at all, (but perhaps 0 
*tis full as wiſe to play the fool any other way), * 
ſurely it ought to be ib as to preſerve the dignity 1 
and integrity of your cHaracter with thoſe times to wha 
come, which will moſt impartially judge of you. N 
'T wiſh you had writ to Lord Petetborow; no nian 1 7 
is mote affectionate toward you. Don't fancy none ; 
but Tories are your friends; for at that rate I muſt ba 
be, at'moſt, but half your friend, and ſincerely I am H, 
wholly fo. Adieu. Write often, and come ſoon; . 
for many wiſh you well, and all Ware Wo glad of vis 
Your company. S : 


n 1 
Irre XX. | 


From Dr SWI r. 


Dublin, Nov. 17, wy 

7 AM juſt come , from: anſwering a letter of Mrs 

H—'s, writ. in ſuch myſtical terms that I ſhould 
never have found out the meaning, if a book had not 
been ſent ,me called Gulliver Travels, of which you 
ſay ſo much in yours. I read the book over, and in 
the Second volume obſerve ſeveral paſſages which ap- 
pear to be patch'd and altered, and the ſtyle of a 
different ſort-(unleſs I am much miſtaken). Dr Ar- 
buthnot likes the Projectors leaſt ; others, you tell. 
me, the Flying Iſſand; ſome think it wrong to be 
ſo hard upon. whole bodies or corporations; yet the 
general opinion is, that reflections on particular per · 
ſons are moſt to be blamed : fo that in theſe caſes, I 
think the beſt method i is to let cenſure and opinion 
take their courſe, A. Biſhop. here. ſaid, that books 
was full of . improbable lies; and, for his part, he 
hardly, believed a word of it: and ſo much for Gul: - 
livers; .. 

Going to England i is a very good thing. if i it v were 
not attended with an ugly circumſtance of returning 
to Ireland. It is a ſhame you do not perſuade your 
miniſters to keep me on that fide, if it were but by. 
acourt Expedient of keeping me in priſon for a plot- 
ter: but at the ſame time I muſt tell you, that ſuch - 

0 journies very much ſhorten my life; for a month | 
Y here is longer than ſix at 8 
How. comes friend Gay to be ſo tedious? another 


f This was the fact, which is complained of and rear 
; ſed in the Dublin Edition of the Dean's works. 
f Becauſe he underſtood it to be intended as a ſatire on. 
the Royal Society. 
G 2. 
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man can publiſh fifty thouſand lies boncr than he 
can fifty fables. * 
1 am juſt going to perform a very good office; it 
is to aſſiſt with the Archbiſhop, in degrading a Par- 2 
ſon who couples all our beggars, by which I ſhall c 
make one happy man, and decide the great queſtion- x 
of an indelible character in favour ef the principles | 
in faſhion : this I hope you will repreſent to the mi- \ 
niſtry in my favour, as a point of merit: n 0 
till 1 return. v 
LI am come back, and have deprived the Parſe, k 
who by a law here is to be hanged. the. next couple jo 
he marries: he declared to us that he reſolved to be n 
hanged, only deſired that when he was to go to the 
gallows, the Archbiſhop would take off his excom-- 
munication. Is not he a good Catholic? and yet he 
is but a Scotchman. This is the only Iriſh event I 
ever troubled you with, and I think it deſerves no- 
tie. Let me add, that if I were Gulliver's friend, l 
would de ſire all my acquaintance. to give out that 
his copy was baſely mangled, and abuſed, and add- 
ed to, and blotted out by the printer; for ſo to me 


it ſeems, in the R 
Adi 


LETTER "0. 


From Dr S wIr r. | 


Sp Dee. 5. 1726. 
] PELIEVE the hurt in your hand affects me 
more than it does yourſelf, and with reaſon, be- 
cauſe I may probably be a greater loſer by it. What 
have accidents to do with thoſe who are neither joc- 
kies, nor fox-hunters, nor bullies, nor dronkards? 
And yet a raſcally. groom ſhall gallop a foundered I Pret 
horſe ten miles upon a cauſeway, and get home * 0 
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Tam very much pleas' d that you approve what 
3 becauſe I remember to have heard a great 


man ſay, that nothing required more judgment than 
making a preſent; which, when it is done to thoſe 


of high rank, ought to be of ſomething that is not 
readily got for money. You oblige me, and at the 
ſame time do me juſtice i in what you obſerve as to 
Mr P. Beſides, it is too late in life for me to act 
otherwiſe, and therefore I follow a very eaſy road to 
virtue, and. purchaſe a it cheap. If you will give ane 
leave to join Us, is not your life and mine a ſtate of 
power, and dependence a ſtate of ſlavery? We care 


not threepence whether a prince or miniſter will ſee 
us or no: we are not afraid of having ill offices done 
vs, nor at the trouble of guarding our words for fear 
of giving offence, 1 do agree that riches are liberty, 
but then..we.are-to put into the balance how long 


our apprenticeſhip is to laſt in acquiring them. 


Since you have receiv'd the verſes, I moſt earneſt- 
ly entreat you to burn thoſe which you do not ap- 


prove, and in thoſe few where you may not diſlike 


ſome parts, blot out the reſt, and ſometimes (though . 
it be againſt the lazineſs of your nature) be ſo kind 
to make a few corrections, if the matter will bear 
them. 1 have ſome few of thoſe things I call Thoughts 


Moral. and Diverting; if you pleaſe, I will ſend the 


deſt I can pick from them to add to the new volume. 
I have reaſon to chuſe the method you mention of 

mixing the ſeveral verſes, and I hope thereby, among 
the bad. critics, to be e to more merit than is 


my due. ö 


This moment I am fo LES: ta have a letter from 
my Lord Peterborow, for which I intreat. you will 
preſent, him with my humble reſpects and thanks, 
though he all-to-be-Gullivers me by very an — 
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ſinuations. Though you deſpiſe riddles, I am ſtrong- 


ly tempted to ſend a parcel to be printed by them- 
ſelves, and. make a ninepenny jobb for the bookſeller, 
There are ſome of my'own, wherein I exceed man- 
kind, Mira poemata{ the moſt ſolemn that were ever 
ſeen; and ſome writ by others, admirable indeed, 
but far inferior to mine; but I will not praiſe myſelf. 
You approve that writer who laughs and makes 


others laugh; but why ſhould I who hate the world, 


or you who do not love it, make it ſo happy? there- 
-fore I reſolye from henceforth to handle only ſerious 
, niſi od tu, docte Trebati, diſſentis. 

Yours Sz &e, 


Car 1 r XXII. 


| March 8, 1726-5. 

R SToOPFORD will be the bearer of this letter, 
for whoſe acquaintance I am, among many other 
favours, obliged to you: and I think the acquain- 
tance of ſo valuable, ingenious, and unaffected a 
man, to be none of the leaſt obligations. 

Our Miſcellany is now quite printed. -I am pro- 
digiouſly pleaſed with this joint - volume, in which, 
methinks, we look like friends, ſide by ſide, ſerious 
and merry by turns, converſing interchangeably, and 
walking down hand in hand to poſterity: not in the 
ſtiff forms of learned authors, ſlattering each other, 
and ſetting the reſt of mankind at nought; but in 
a free, unimportant, natural, eaſy manner; diverting 
others juſt as we diverted ourſelves. The Third vo- 
lume conſiſts of verſes, but I would chuſe to print 
none but ſuch as have ſome peculiarity, and may be 
diſtinguiſhed for ours, from other writers. There's 
no end of making books, Solomon ſaid, and above 
all, of making Miſocllanies hich all men can make; 
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for _ there bea character in every pierce, like 
the mark of the elect, l ſhould not care 10 be one of . 
the twelve · thouſand. inet. 
You receiv'd, I hope, hc Hwa cis . 
; from a Horſe and a Lilliputian, to Gulliver; and an 
beroic epiſtle of Mrs Gulliver. The bookſeller 9 
fain have printed em before the ſecond edition of 
the book, but I wauld not permit it without your 
approbation; nor do 1 much like them. You ſee 
how much like a poet I write, and yet if you were 
with us, you'd be deep in politics. People are very 
warm, and very angry, very little to the purpoſe, 
but therefore the more warm and the more angry: 
Non nojirum eſt, tantas'componere lites. I ſtay at Twit- 
nam, without ſo much as reading newſpapers, votes, 
or any other paltry pamphlets: Mr Stopford will 
carry you a whole parcel of them, which are ſent for 
your diverſion, but not imitation. For my own part, 
methinks I am at Glubdubdrib, with none but an- 
cients.and fpirits about me.. 

Jam rather better than I uſe to Heine this ſeaſon, 4 
but my hand (though, as you ſee, it has not loſt. 
its cunning) is frequently in very aukward ſenſa- 1 
tions; rather than pain. But to convince. you it is 1 
pretty well, it has done ſome miſchief already, and 1 
juſt been ſtrong enough to cut the other hand, n. _ 


it was aiming to prune a fruit-tree. | = 
Lady Bolingbroke has writ you a oY lively ler- 
ter, which will attend this; ſhe has very badhealth, - 


be very good. Lord — bas writ twice to tt 
jou; we fancy ſome letters have been intercepted, | 
or loſt by accident. About ten thouſand things 
vant to tell you; 1 wiſh you were as impatient to | 
hear them, for if ſo, you would, you muſt come | i 
carly this ſpring. Adieu. Let me have a line from | 
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you, I am vexed at loſing Me Stopford as ſoon a 
I knew him; but I thank God I have known him no 


longer. If every man one begins to value muſt ſettle 


in Ireland, pray make. me know no more of en, 


and I _— you this one. 


2 L. E T. T. E R. XXII. 
Oct. 2, 1727, 


pri is a perfet trouble to me to write to you, and 
your kind letter left ſor me at Mr Gay's aſſected 


mie ſo much, that it made me like a girl. I can't 
tell what to ſay to you; I only feel that 1 wiſſi you 
well in every circumſtance of-life ; that tis almoſt as 


good to be hated as to be loved, conſidering the pain 


jt is to minds of any tender turn, to find themſelves 
ſo utterly impotent to do any good, or give any 
eaſe to thoſe who deſerve moſt: from us. I would 
very fain know - as. ſoon as you recover your 


complaints, or any part of them. Would to God I 
could eaſe any of them, or had been able even to 


have alleviated any! I found I was not, and truly 
it grie ved me. I was ſorry to find vou could think 
yourſelf eaſier in any houſe than in mine, tho' at the 
fame time I can allow for a-tenderneſs in your way 


of thinking, even when it ſ:emed to want that ten · 


derneſs. I can't explain my meaning, perhaps you 
know it: but the beſt way of conyincing you of my 
indulgence, will-be, if 1 live, to viſit you in lreland, 
and act there as much in, my.own way as you did 
here in yours. I will not: leave your roof if I am 
ill. To your bad health I fear there was added 
ſome diſagreeable news from. Ireland, which might 
occaſion your ſo ſudden departure : for the laſt time 
I ſaw you, you aſſured me you would not leave us 


this whole winter, unleſs your health grew betten 


bn 
Nn 


willingly in my life with any friend as with you, in: 
ſtaying ſo entirely from you: nor could I have had 
the conſtancy to do it, if you had not promiſed that 


to thoſe you mention in yours: we are quite ſorry 


us factory ſtate: but the leſs ſure I am of that, the 


there, but certainly here we have nothing ſo good. 
Adieu for this time; may you find. every friend you. 


went * ee en meg pee 
F * Tours, Ke. 


A N XXIV. 


* Du SWIFT. 


Fe Dublin, Oct. 12, 177. 
Irn, been * reaſoning with myſclf . 

the condition I am in, and in concluſion I have 
thought at beſt to return to at fortune hath made 
ny home; I have there a large houſe, and ſervants 
and con veniencies about me. I may be worſe than 


Jam, and I have no where to retire. 1 therefore - 
thought it beſt to return to Ireland, rather than go 
to any diſtant place in England. Here is my main- 
tenance, and here my convenience. If it pleaſes. 


God to reſtore tne to my health, I- ſhall. readily 


make a third journey; if not, we muſt part as al 
human creatures have parted. You are the beſt and 


kindeſt friend in the world, and I know no bedy 


— $0 nhoae3-amfa much chiigedr end Me 


FROM DE wirren 


before you went we ſhould meet, and you would fend. | 
to us all to come. I have given you remembrances . 


for you, I mean for. ourſelves. I hope, as you do, 
that we ſhall meet in the more durable and more ſa- 


more. I will indulge. it in this. We are to believe, 
ve ſhall have ſomething better than even a. friend. 


go to as pleaſed and happy, as eee vou 


7 1 * 
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ever you made me angry, it wits for your too much 
eare about me. I have often wiſhed that God Al. 
mighty would be ſo eaſy to the weakneſs of man- 
kind, as to let old friends be acquainted in another 
ſtate; and if I were ro write an Utopia for heaven, 
that would be one of my fchemes.. This wildaeſs 
you mult allow for, becauſe I am-giddy and deaf. 
{I find it more convenient to be fick here, without 
the vexation-of making my friends uneaſy; yet my 
ineſs alone would: not have done, if that unſo- 
le comfortleſs deafneſs had not quite tired me: 
and I believe I ſhould have returned: front the inn, 
if Thad not feared it was only a.ſhort intermiſſion, 
and the year was late, and my licence expiring, 
Surely befides all other faules, I. ſhould be a very ill 
judge, to doubt your friendſhip and kindneſs : bus 
it: hath pleaſed God that you are not in a ſtate of 
health to be mortiſied with the care and. fickneſs of 
a friend. Two ſick friends never did well together;, 
ſach an office is fitter for ſervants and humble com- 
| 3 to hom it is wholly indifferent whether 
we give them trouble or no. The ecaſe would be 
quite otherwiſe-if. you were with me; you could re- 
fuſe to ſee any body, and here is a large houſe; 
where we need not hear each other if. we were both 
fick. I have a race of orderly elderly people of both 
ſexes at command, who are of no conſequence, and 
have gifts proper for attending us, who can baw} 
when I am deaf, and:trcad ably ne only 
giddy and would ſleep. 

1 had another reaſon. for: my haſte- hither, which 
was changing my agent, the old one having terribly 
involved my little affairs ;- to which however | am. 
grown ſo indifferent, that I believe I ſhall loſe two 


er chæce hundred pounds rather than, plague. myſca 


4 


ron DR Ir. mw 
3th accounts ; ſo that I aw. very ell ite 


Pray God. continue and increaſe Mr Congreve's 
amendment, though he does not deſerve it like you, 


nave him. 
I hope my Whitthalklandlord i is — N 


day of judgment was nearer than ever it .. 
been before.” 4 oY 
pray God ſend you health, ben Sod 


d for money, as well as health; and I would hold 
z crown he kept a coach; and 1 ſhall never de . 


k nend to ad Court- till you do ſo too. 

i 

f wy Yours, &c. 

of * E CY TER XXV. 

4 A. | From Dr SWIFT. 
er dc. 306, n. 
be ft arſt letter I vrit aſter my landing was to 
e- Mr Gay; but it would have been wiſer to di- 


e; Ded it to Tonſon or Lintot, to whom I believe his 


th MWodgings are better known than to the runners of the 


th Woſ-office. In that letter you will find what a quick. 
id ange 1 made in ſeven days from London to the 


eanry, thro' many nations · and languages unknown 


ly the civilized world. And 1 have often reflected 
a how few hours, with a ſwift horſe or a ſtrong 


che, a man may tome among a people as unknown 


ly Wo bim as the Antipodes. If I did not know you 


m {Wore by your converſation and kindnefs, than by 


a our letter, I might be baſe enough to ſuſpeR, that 


os WW" point of friendſhip you acted like ſome philoſo- 
wers who writ much better upon Virtue than they 


e a lord, and put into Peter. Walter's hand. 
k eee emen 


han when I left him; as the Preacher faid, * the 


mimam æquam tibi ipſe parabis. You ſee Horace wiſi- 
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„„ LETTERS TOAND 
practiſed it. In anſwer, I can only ſwear that you 
Have taught me to dream, which I had not done in 
twelve years, further than by inexpreſſible nonſenſe; 
but now I can erery night diſtinctly ſee T wicken · 
ham, and the Grotto, and Dawley, and many other 
et ceteras, and it is but three. nights ſince I beat 
Mrs Pope. I muſt needs confeſs, that the pleaſure 
I take in thinking of you is very much leſſena by 
the pain I am in about your health. You pay dearly 
for the great talents God hath given you; and for 
the conſequences of them in the eſteem and diſtinc - 
tion you receive from mankind, unleſs you can pro- 
vide a tolerable ſtock of health; in which purſuit 
I cannot much commend: your conduct, but rathet 
intreat you would mend it by following the advice 
of my Lord Bolingbroke and your other phyſicians, 
When you talked to me of cups and impreſſions, it 
came into my head to imitate you in quoting ſcrip- 
ture, not to our advantage; I mean what was faid 
to David by one of his brothers: I knew thy pride 
ond the naughtineſs of thy beart. I remember when 
it grieved your ſoul to ſee me pay a penny more 
than my club at kn inn, when you had maintained 
me three months at bed and board; for which if! 
had dealt with you in the Smithfield way, it would 
have coſt me a hundred pounds, for I live worſe 
here upon more. Did you ever conſider that I am 
for life almoſt twice as rich as you, and pay no rent, 
and drink French wine twice as cheap as you do 
Port, and have neither coach, chair, nor mother! 
As to the world, I think you ought to ſay to it with 
St Paul, If we have ſown unto you ſpiritual things, is it 
a great thiag if we ſhall reap your carnal things? This is 
more proper ſtill, if you conſider the French word /þ'- 
ritual, in which ſenſe the world ought to pay you 
I 


1 
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better than they do. If you male me à preſent 
a thoifand pounds, 1 would not allow myſelf to be 
in your debt; and if I made you a preſent of two, I 
would not allow myſelf to be out of it. But 1 have 
not half your pride: witneſs what Mr Gay fays in 
his letter, that I was cenſured for begging preſents. 
though 1 limited them to ten ſhillings. 1 fee nd rea- 
ſon (at leaſt my friendſhip” and vanity ſec none) 
why you ſhould not give me a viſit, when you ſhalf 
happen to be diſengated : I will ſend a perfon'ts - 
Cheſter to take care of you, and you ſhall de uſed, | 
by the beſt folks we have here, as well as civility 
and good · nature can contrive: I believe local motion 
will be no ill phyſſe, and I will have your comiily in- 
ſeribed on y Pie bun Deng e aun 
verſe. . 8 
I chanke rb rope bor hey ue aa insel 
myſtery.” A perſon of my acquaintance, wo uſed 
to oorreſpond with the laſt Gteat Duke of Tuſcany, 
ſhewing one of the Duke's letters to a friend, and 

profeſſing great ſenſe of his Highneſs's friendſhip; 
read this paſſage out of the letters, 7 would give 25 
of my fingers to procure your real good. The perſon to 
whom this was read; and who knew the Duke well, 
Gaid, the meaning of real good was only that the other 
miglit turn à good Catholic. Pray aſk Mrs Pope 
whether © this tory is applicable to her and me? [ 
pray God bleſs her, for I am ſure ſhe is a good Chri- 
ſian, and (Which is almoſt as rare) a good woman. 
Adieu. 
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1 Gr family is is at laſt ſettled, and in the 
was appointed Gentleman-uſher to the 
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* LETT bas 0 vn s 
account that Iam 0 far ee in life, 1 eh des 
dined accepting; and have endeavoured, in the beſt 
manner I could, to make my excuſes by a letter to 
her Majeſty. 80 now all my expectations are va- 
niſhedʒ and I have no proſpect, but in depending 
wholly. upon myſelf, and my own conduct, As I 
am uſed to diſappointments, I can bear them; but 
26 Lean have no more hopes, I can no more be dif- 
appointed, ſo that Lam in a blefſed condition. You 
| remember you were adviſing me to go into Newgate 
to finiſh my ſcenes the more correctiy i now think 
I ſhall, ſor I have no attendance to hinder me; but 
my Opera is already finiſh d. e aten , 
paper to Mr Pope. ; 1 1 

Gay is a freeman, and I writ him a long congra- 
tulatory letter upon it; do you the ſame; it will 
mend him, and make him a bettex man than a court 
could do. Horace might keep bis coach in Au- 
guſtus's time, if he pleaſed; but I won't in the time 
of our Auguſtus. My poem, (which it grieves me 
that dare not ſend ou a copy of, for fear of the 
Curlls and Denniſes of Ireland, and Rill more for 
fear of the worſt. of traitors, our friends and ad- 
mirers), my poem, I ſay, will ſhew what a diſtin-" 
guiſhing age we lived in: your name is in it, with 
ſome others, under a mark of ſuch i ignominy as you. 
will not much grieve to wear in that company. A- 
dieu, and God bleſs. you, and give you health and 
ſpirits, | 
Whether thou chuſe a ſerious air, 
Or laugh and ſhake in Rab lais' eaſy chair, 

or in the graver gown inſtruct mankind, 


OB, _ kt thy morals il W 
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am perfectly con u have : a Aut; in. 
the miniſtry. "dre him, bur not. wy he puts 


154 


himſelf in a. ſtate to forgiven. Vpon reaſoning 
with myſelf, 1 could hope they are gone too far to 
diſcard you quite, and that they will give you 


thing; which, although much leſs than they lm 


will be (as far as it is worth) | better circumſtan- 
tiated : an | fince you TL on live,: 4 1 


hope to ſer Gates in a court. A miniſter is als 
ways ſeventy.: you ate thirty years younger ; A 5 
confder, Cromwell himſelf did not begin to a app. 
till he was older than you. I beg you, wi 


thrifty, and learn to value a. ſhilling, which Dr 55 


faid v was a ſerious thing. Get a ſtronger fence about 
your 1000 l. and throw the inher fence into the heap, 
and be adviſed by Your. Twickenham landlord. god 
me about an annuity. You are the molt refra. 
honeſt,  good-natured man I ev 7er have known 5 
could argue out this paper. - 1. —1 am very gl; I 
Opera is { finiſhed, and . our friends wal 3 * 
the readier . make it 1280 becauſe you ; are 11 
by « of 

Ln Been courts theſe thirty-6ix 7ears, "and 

ks thy die bi i one thing they a 6. 
H 2 
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tremely conſtant: Firſt, in the trite old maxim of a 
miniſter's never forgiving. thoſe he hath injured: 
Secondly, in the inſincerity of thoſe who would be 


thought the beſt friends: Thirdly, in the love of 


fawning, cringing, and talc-bearing : Fourthly, in 
facrificing thoſe whom we really wiſh well, to a 
point of intereſt, or intrigue: Fifthly, in keeping 
every thing worth taking, for thoſe who can do ſer- 
vice or diſ-ſervice. 

Now, why does not Pope publiſh his Dulneſs ? the 
rogues he marks will die of themſelves in peace, and 
ſo will his friends, and ſo there will be neither pu- 
niſhment nor reward. — Pray i inquire how my Lord 
St John dees? there's no man's health in England 
1 am more concerned about than his. . wonder 
whether you begin to taſte the pleaſure of indepen- 
dency? or whether you do not ſometimes leer upon 
the court, oculo reforto ? Will you not think of an 


annuity, when you are two years older, and have 


doubled your purchaſe-money ? Have you dedicated 
your Opera, and got the uſual dedication-fee of 
coal guincas! ? How is the Doctor! dees he not 
chide that you never called | upon him for hints? Is 
m Lord Bolingbroke, at the moment I am writing, 


a planter, a philoſopher, or a writer? Is Mr Pultney 


in expectation of a ſon, or my Lord Oxford of : a new 

old manuſcript ? Fee 

print. I find there i is neither dedication 250 preſace, 

both which wants 1 approve 3 z it is in the grand goul. 
We are as full of it pro modulo noſtro as London 

can be ; continually acting, and houſes crammed, 
and the et Lieutenant ſeveral times there laugh- 
ing his heart out. I did not underſtand that the 

ſec of Lockit and Peachum' $ quatzel. was an mie 
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F ROM DR SWIFT," &c. 89 
tation of one between Brutus and Caſhus, till I was 


told it. I wiſh Macheath, when he was going to be 


hanged, had imitated Alexander the Great when he 
was dying: I would have had his fellow - rogues de- 
fire his commands about a ſuccefior, and he to an- 


ſwer, © Let it be the moſt worthy,” Gr. We hear 


a million of ſtories about the Opera, of the applauſe 


at the ſong, That was levelPd at me, when two great 


miniſters were in a box together, and all the world 
ſtaring at them. I am heartily glad your Opera hath 
mended your purſe, though perliape it may ſpoil 
your court. 

Will you defire my Lord Bolingbroke, Mr Pultney, 
and Mr Pope, to command you to buy an annuity 
with two thouſand pounds ? that you may laugh at 
courts, and bid minifters —— 

Ever preſerve ſome ſpice of the Alderman, and 
prepare againſt'age, and dulneſs, and ſickneſs, and 
coldneſs, or death of friends. A whore has a reſource 
left, that ſhe can turn bawd ; but an old decay'd 
poet is a creature abandoned, and at mercy, when 
he can find none. Get me likewiſe Polly's Meſſo- 
tinto. Lord, how the ſchook-boys at Weſtminſter, 
and Univerſity-lads adore you at this juncture? 
Have you made as many men laugh, as miniſters 
can make weep ? 

I will excuſe Sir — the trouble of a iter, 
When ambaſſadors came from Troy to condole with 
Tiberius upon the death of his nephew, after two 
years, the Emperor anſwered, that he likewiſe con- 
doled with them for the untimely death of Hector. 
I always loved and reſpected him very much, and 
do ſtill as much as ever; and it is a return ſufficient, 
if he pleaſes to N the offers of * moſt humble 
rice. | 
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» LETTERSTO AND » 
The Beggar's Opera hath knock'd down Gulliver; 
I hope to ſee Pope's Dulneſs knock don the Beg- 


gar's Opera, but not till it hath fully done its jobb. 
To expoſe vice, and make people laugh: with in- 


nocence, does more public ſervice: than all the mi- 
niſters of ſtate from Adam to en and ſo 


adieu. 
. E T T E R XXVIII. 
Lord BoL1NGBROKE to Dr SWI Tr. 


Porr charges himſelf with this letter; he has 
been here two days, he is now hurrying to Lon- 
don, he will hurry back to Twickenham in two days 
more, and before the end of the week he will be, for 
ought I know, at Dublin. In the mean time his 
Delneſs * grows and flouriſhes as if he was there al- 
ready. It will indeed be a noble work: the many 
will ſtare at it, the few will ſinile, and all his patrons, 
from Bickerſtaff to Gulliver will rejoice, to ſee them- 
| ſelves adorned in that immortal piece. 
I hear that you have bad ſome return of your ill- 
neſs which carried you ſo ſuddenly from us (if indeed 


it was your own illneſs which made you in ſuch haſte. 
to be at Dublin.) Dear Swift, take care of your, 


health; I'll give you a receipt for it, 4 la Montagne, 


or which is better, 4 la Bruyere. Nourifſer bien 


votre corps; ne le fatiguer jamais: laiſſer rouiller 
* Feſprit, meuble inutil, voire outil dangereux: 

« laifſer ſonner vos cloches le matin pour eveiller les 
«« chanoines, et pour faire dormir le doyen d'un 


© ſommeil doux et profond, qui luy procure de 


beaux ſonges : lever vous tard, et aller a Tegliſe, 


« pour vous faire payer d'avoir bien dormi et bien 


« dejune.” As to myſelf (a perſon about whom J 


concern myſelf very little) I muſt ſay a word or two | 


#* The Duuciad. 
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FROM DR SWI T, &c ot 
out of complaiſance to you. I am in my farm, and 
here I. ſhoot ſtrong and tenacious roots; I have 
caught hold of the earth (to uſe a gardener's phraſe), 
and neither my enemies nor my friends will find it 
an eaſy matter to tranſplant me again. Adieu. Let 
me hear from you, at leaſt of you: I love you for a. 
thouſand things, for none more than for the juſt 
lems and GEE wi. er for all the ſons of 
Adam. 

P. S. Ae to Lord Bolingbroke s account 1 
ſhall be at Dublin in three days. I cannot help ad- 
ding a word, to deſire you to expect my ſoul there 
with you by that time; but as for-the jade of a body 
that is tacked ta. it, I fear there wilt: be no dragging 
it after. I afſure you I have few friends here. o de- 
tain me, and no powerful one at Court abſolutely to 
forbid my journey. Fam told the Gynoeracy are of 
opinion, that they want no better writers than Cib- 
ber and the Britiſh journaliſt; ſo that we may live at- 
quiet, and apply ourſelves to our-more abſtruſe ſtu- 
dies. The only courtiers I know, or- have the ho- 
nour to call my friends, are John Gay and Mr Bow 
yy; the former is at preſent ſo employed in the ele- 
vated airs of his Opera, and the lattef in the exalta- 
tion of his high dignity (that of her Majeſty's Water- 
man) that I can ſcarce obtain a eategorical anſwer: 
from either to any thing I fay to em. But the Opera- 
ſucceeds extremely, to yours and my extreme ſatiſ- 
faction, of which he promiſes this poſt to give you a 
full account. I have been in a worſe condition of 
health than ever, and think my immortality is very 
near out of my enjoyment; ſo it muſt be in you, and 
in poſterity, to make me what amends you can for 
dying young. Adieu. While I am, I am yours. 
Fray love me, and take care of yourlels 
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% ET TER XXIX. 
+ _ March 23, 1727,-8, 
| 1* SEND you a very odd thing, a paper printed in 
Boſton in New-England, wherein you'll find a 
real perſon, a member of their parliament, of the 
name of Jonathan Gulliver. If the fame of that 
traveller has travelled thither, it has travelled very 
quick, to have folks chriſtened already by the name 
of the ſuppeſed author. But if you object, that no 
child fo lately chriſtened could be arrived at years of 
maturity to be elected into parliament, I reply (to 
ſolve the riddle) that the perſon is an Anabaptiſt, and 
not chriſtened till full age, which ſets all right. How- 
ever it be, the accident is very ws that theſe 
two names ſhould be united. | 
Mr Gay's Opera has been acted near - forty days 
running, and will certainly continue the whole ſea- 
fon, So he has more than a fence about his thou- 


ſand pound: he'll ſoon be thinking of a fence about 


his two thouſand. Shall no one of us live as we 
would with each other to live? Shall he have no 
annuity, you no ſettlement on this fide, and I no 
proſpect of getting to you on the other ? This world 
is made for Czfar—as Cato ſaid, for ambitious, falſe, 
or flatte:ing people to domineer in: nay they would 
not, by their good will, leave us our very books, 
thoughts, or words, in quiet. I deſpiſe the world 
yet, I aſſi re you, more than either Gay or you, and 
the court more than all the reſt of the world. As 
for thoſe ſeribblers for whom you apprehend I would 
ſuppreſs my Dulneſs (which by the way, for the fu- 
ture, you are to call by a more pompous name, The 
Dunciad how much that neſt of hornets are my re- 
gard, will eaſily appear to you when you read the 
treatiſe of the Bathos. 


[he 


FROM DR SWI r, er. 93 


At all adventures, yours and my name ſhall ſtand 
linked as friends to poſterity, both in verſe and proſe, 
and (as Tully calls it) in conſuetudine ſtudiorum. Would 
to God our perſons could but as well, and as ſurely 


be inſeparable! I nd my other tyes dropping from 
me; ſome worn off, ſome torn off, others relaxing 


daily: my greateſt, both by duty, gratitude and hu- 
manity, Time is ſhaking every moment, and it now 
hangs but by a thread! I am many years the older, 
for living ſo much with one ſo old; much the more 
helpleſs, for having been ſs long helped and tended 
by her; much the more conſiderate and tender, for 
a daily commerce with one who required me juſtly 


to be both to her; and conſequently the more me- 


lancholy and thoughtful; and the leſs ſit for others, 

who want only, in a companion or a friend, to be 
amuſed or entertained. My conſtitution too has had 
its ſhares of decay, as well as my ſpirits, and I am 
as much in the decline at forty as you at fixty. I 
believe we ſhall be fit to live together, could I get a 
little more health, which might make me not quite 
inſupportable : your deafneſs would agree with my 
dulneſs j you would not want me to ſpeak. when. you 


could not hear. But God forbid you ſhould be as 


deſtitute of the ſocial comforts of life, as I muſt when 


I loſe my mother; or that ever you ſhould loſe your | 


more uſeful acquaintance ſo utterly, as to turn your 
thoughts to ſuch a broken reed as | am, who could 
ſo ill ſupply your wants. I am extremely troubled 
at the returns of your deafneſs ; you cannot be too 
particular in the accounts of your health to me: 
every thing you do or ſay in this kind obliges me, 
nay, delights me, to ſee the juſtice you do me in think ⸗ 
ing me concerned in all your concerns; ſo that tho? 
the ple ateſt thing you can tell me be that you ate 
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better or eaſier, next to that it pleaſes me that you 
make me the perſon you would complain to. 
As the obtaining the love of valuable men is the 
happieſt end I know of this life, ſo the next felicity 
is to get rid of fools and ſcoundrels; which I can't 
but 0wn to you was one part of my deſign i in falling 
upon theſe authors, whoſe incapacity is not greater 
than their infincerity, and of whom I have always 
found (if I may quote myſelf )) 
That each bad author is as bad a friend. 
This poem will rid me of thoſe inſects: 
&* Cedite, Romani ſcriptores, cedite, Graii; 
Neſeio quid majus naſeitur Iliade.“ 
I mean than my Iliad; and I call it neſcio quid, which 
is a degree of modeſty : but, however, if it ſilence 
_ theſe fellows v, it muſt de anne greater than 
any Iliad in Chriſtendom. | 


Adicu. 


LETTER. XXX. 


From De S WITT. 


6 Dublin, May 10, 1728. 
: 4 HAVE with great pleaſure ſhewn the New-Eng-- 
land newſpaper, with the two-names Jonathan 
Gulliver, and I remember Mr Forteſcue. ſent you an 
account from the aſſizes, of one Lemuel Gulliver 
who had a cauſe there, and loſt it on his ill reputa- 
tion of being a liar. Theſe are not the only obſer- 
vations I have made upon odd ſtrange accidents in 
trifles, which. in, things of great impartance would 
have been matter for hiſtorians. Mr Gay's opera 
hath been acted here twenty times, and my Lord 
Lieutenant tells me, it is very well performed; he 
hath ſeen it often, and approves it much. 


| i bs = Unite d e Donne them, | 


FROM DR SWIFT, &. of 
vou give a moſtmelancholy account of yourſelf, 
and which J do not approve. I reckon that a man 
ſubject like us to bodily infirmities, ſhould only oc- 
cafionally converſe with great people, notwithſtand- 
ing all their good qualities, eaſineſſes, and kindneſſes. 
There is another race which I prefer before them, 
as beef and mutton” for conſtant diet before par- 
tridges: I mean a middle kind both for underſtand® 
mg and fortune; who are perfectly eaſy, never im- 
pertinent, complying in every thing, ready to do a 
hundred little offices that you and I may often want, 
who dine and fit with me five times for once that 1 
go to them, and whom T can tell without offence, 
that I am otherwiſe engaged at preſent. This you 
cannot expect from any of thoſe that either you or I, 

n or both, are acquainted with, on your fide; who are 
only fit for our healthy ſeaſons, and have much bus - 
„ fncks of their own. God forbid I ſhould condemn 
you to Ireland, (quanguam 01), and for England I 
deſpair ; and indeed a change of affairs would come 
too late at my ſeaſon of life, and might probably 
produce nothing. on my behalf, You have kept Mrs 
Pope longer, and have had her care beyond what 
from nature you could expect; not but her loſs will 
in be very ſenſible, whenever it ſhall happen. I fay 
er one thing, that both ſummers and winters are milder 
ol here than with you; all things for life in general 
r. etter for a middling fortune: you will have an ab- 
in oute command of your company, with whatever 
14 {Moicquiouſneſs or freedom you may expect or allow. 
ra have an elderly houſekeeper, who hath been my 
rd. ie above thirty years, whenever 1 liv'd in this 
be ngdom. I have the command of one or two villas 
rear this town: you have a warm apartment in this 
wule, and two gardens for amuſement. I have ſaid 
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enough, yet not half. Except abſence from friends, 
I confeſs freely that I have no diſcontent at living 
here; beſides what ariſes from a filly ſpirit of liber- 
ty, which as it neither ſours my drink, nor hurts my 
meat, nor ſpoils my ſtomach farther than in imagina- 
tion, ſo I refolve not to throw it off, 
Jou talk of this Dunciad, but I am impatient to 
have it volare per ora—there is now a vacancy for 
Fame; the Beggar's Opera hath done 1 its taſk, 4. 
cedit uti conviva ſatur, | 
| | Adieu. 
L ET T E R XXXI. 
d wb, _— 
| | June 1, 138. 
6 1 LOOK upon my Lord Bolingbroke and us two 
as a peculiar triumvirate, who have nothing to 
expect, or to fear; and ſo far fitteſt to converſe with 
one another : only he and I are a little ſubject to 
ſchemes, and one of us (I won't ſay which) upon 
very weak appearances, and this you have nothing 
to do with. I do profeſs without affectation, that 
your kind opinion of me as a patriot (ſince you call 
it ſo) 1s what I do not deſerve; becauſe what I dois 
owing to perfect rage and reſentment, and the mor- 
tifying ſight of ſlavery, folly and baſeneſs about me, 
among which I'm forc'd to live. And 1 will take 
my-oath, that you have more virtue in an hour, than 
I in ſeven years; for you deſpiſe the follies, and hate 
the vices of mankind, without the leaſt ill effect on 
your temper. With regard to particular men, you arc 


inclined always rather to think the better, whereas 


with me it is always directly contrary. 1 hope, how- 

ever, this is not in you from a ſuperior principle of 

virtue, but from your ſituation, which hath made al 
0 1 & 2% 
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FROM DR SWIFT, e. 9 
parties and intereſts indifferent to you, who can be 
under no concern about High and Low-Church, 
Whig and Tory, or who is firſt miniſter, LVour long 
letter was the laſt I recerved till this by Dr Delany, 
although you mention another ſince. The Doctor 
told me your ſecret about the Dunciad, which does 
not pleaſe me, becauſe it defers gratifying my vanity 
in the moſt tender point, and perhaps may wholly 
diſappoint it. As to one of your enquiries, I am 
eaſy enough in great matters, and have a thouſand 
paltry vexations in my little ſtation ; and the more 
contemptible, the more vexatious. There might be 
a Lutrin writ upon the tricks uſed by my Chapter to 


teize me. I do not converſe with one ereature of 


ſtation or title; but I have a ſet of eaſy people whom 
I entertain when I have a mind; I have formerly de- 
ſcribed them to you; but when you come, you ſhall 


th have the honours of the country as much as yon 


pleaſe, and 1 ſhall on that account make a better 


to 
* figure as long as I hve. Pray God preſerve Mrs Pope 
og for your ſake and eaſe; I love and eſteem her too 


he much to wiſh it for her own: if I were five-and- 
all twenty, I woul& with to de of her age, to be as ſe- 
cure as ſhe is of à better life. Mrs P. B. has writ to 
me, and is one of the beſt letter-writers I know; ve- 
ne, ry good ſenſe, civility and friendſhip, without any 
ke ſtiffneſs or conſtraint. The Dunciad has taken wind 


TR here; but if it had not, you are as much known | 


here as in England,” and the univerſity-lads will 
ont crowd to kiſs the hem of your garment. 1 am griev'd 
BY to hear that my Lord Bolingbroke! s ill health forc'd 
him to the Bath. Tell me, is not Temperance a ne- 
ceſſary virtue for great men? fince it is the parent of 
Eaſe and Liberty, ſo neceſſary for the uſe and im- 


Vor. VIII. 1 


provement of the mind, and which philoſophy allows 


* 
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to be the greateſt fclicities of life. I believe, had 


health been given ſo liberally to you, it would have 
been better huſbanded, without ſhame to your * — 


L. E TT E R xXXII. 


Dawley, June 28, 1728. 

il NOW hold the pen for my Lord Bolingbroke, 

who is reading your letter between two hay-cocks ; 
but his attention is ſomewhat diverted by caſting 
his eyes on the clouds, not in admiration of what 
you ſay, but for fear of a thower. He is pleaſed 
with your placing him in the triumvirate, between 
yourſelf and me; though he ſays.that he doubts he 
ſhall fare like Lepidus, while-one -of us runs away 
with all the power like Auguſtus, and another with 
all the pleaſures like Anthony. It is upon a fore- 
fight of this that he has fitted up his farm, and 
you will agree that this ſcheme of retreat at leaſt is 
not founded upon weak appearances. - Upon his re- 
turn from the Bath, all peccant humours, he finds, 
are purged out of him; and his great temperance 
and ceconomy.are ſo ſignal, that the firſt is fit for my 
conſtitution, and:the latter would-enable you to lay 
up ſo much money as to buy a biſhopric'in England. 
As to the return of his health and vigour, were you 
here, you might inquire of his.hay-makers ; but as 
to his temperance, I can anſwer that (for one whole 
day) we have had nothing for dinner but mutton- 
broth, beans and bacon, and a barn - door ſowl. 
No his Lordſhip is run after his cart, I have a 
moment left to myſelf to tell you, that I overheard 
him yeſterday agree with a painter for 260 1. to paint 
his countryrhall with trophies of rakes, ſpades, 
prongs, Cc. and other ornaments, merely to coun- 
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tenance his calling this place a farm. Now turn 


over a new leaf | 

He bids me aſſure you, he ſhould be ane not to 
have more ſchemes of kindneſs for his friends, than 
of ambition for himſelf: there, though his ſchemes 


may be weak, the motives at leaſt are ſtrong ;. and 


he ſays further, if you could bear as great a fall 


_ and decreaſe of your revenues, as he knows by ex- 


periencehe can, you would not live in Ireland an hour. 
The Dunciad is going to be printed in all pomp, 
with the inſeription, which makes me proudeſt. It 
will be attended with Præme, Prolegomena, Teſtimonia 
Scriptorum, index Authorum, and notes Variorum. As 
to the latter, I defire you to read over the text, and 
make a few in any way you like beſt-*, whether dry 
raillery, upon the ſtyle and way of commenting of 
trivial crities; or humorous, upon the authors in 
the poem; or hiſtorical, of perſons, of places, times; 
or explanatory; or collecting the parallel paſſages of 
the Ancients. Adieu. I am pretty well, my mo- 
ther not ill, De Arbuthnot vexed with his fever by 
intervals; Jam afraid he declines, and we ſhall loſe 
2 yore man: 1 am troubled about him very much. 
am, &c. 


L. E 2 * E R XXXIII. ; 


From Dr SWI r. | 
| July 16, 1728; | 

| HAVE often run over the Dunciad in an lriſh 

edition (I ſuppoſe full of faults). which a gentle- 

man ſent me. The notes I could with to be very 

large, in what relates to the perſons concerned; for 

I have long obſerved, that twenty miles from Lon- 
don no body underſtands hints, initial letters, or 

* Dr Swift did ſo, 
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town-ſacts and paſſages ; and in a few years not 


even thuſe who live in London. I would. have the 
names of thoſe ſeribblers printed indexically at the 


beginning or end of the poem, with an account of 


rheir works, for the reader to refer to. I would 
have all the parodies (as they are called) referred 
to the author they imitate.—When I began this long 
paper, I thought I ſhould have filled it with ſetting 
down the ſeveral paſſages I had marked in the edi- 
tion | had; but | find it unneceſſary, ſo many of 
them falling under the fame rule. Aſter twenty 
times reading the whole, I never in my opinion ſaw 
ſo much good fatire, or more good ſenfe, in ſa many 
lines. How it paſſes in Dublin I know not yet; 
but ] am ſure it will be a. great difadvantage to the 
poem, that the perſons and. fats will not. be un- 


Ecrſteod, till an explanation comes out, and a 


very full one. I imagine it iz-not to be publifhed till 
towards winter, when folks begin to gather in town. 
Again, I tft, you muſt have your afteriſks filled 
up with ſome real names of real dunces. 

Iam now reading your preceding letter of June 28, 


and find that all have adviſed above is mentioned 


there. I would be glad to know whether the quar- 
to edition is to come out anonymouſly, as publiſhed 


by the Commentator, with all his pomp of prefaces, 


c. and among many complarnts of ſpurious edi- 
tions? I am thinking whether the editor ſhould not 
follow the old ſtyle of, This excellent author, Cc. 
and refine in many places when you meant no re- 


finement; and into the bargain take all the load of 


naming the mace, their wan, hiftorjes, and per · 
formances. 
As to yourſelf, I doubt you want a fpnrrer-on to 
exerciſe and to amuſcments; but to talk of decay at 
- 
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ſeaſon of life is a jeſt. But you are not ſo re- 

lar as T. You are the moſt temperate man God- 
ward, and the moſt intemperate man yourſelf- ward, 
ef moſt I have known. Iſfuppoſe Mr Gay will re- 
turn from the Bath with twenty pounds more fleſh, 
and two hundred leſs in money: Providence never 


_ deſigned him to be above two-ant-twenty, by his 


thoughtleſſneſs and cullibility. He hath as little fore- 
ſight « of age, ſickneſs, poverty, or loſs of admirers, as 
a girl at fifteen. By the way, I muſt obſerve, that 
my Lord Bolingbroke (from tlie effect of his kind- 
neſs to me) argues moſt* ſophiftically : the fall from 
a million to a hundred” thouſand pounds, is not ſo- 
great as from eight hundred pounds a- year to one: 
beſides, he is a controller of Fortune, and Poverty 
dares not look a great miniſter in the face, under his 
loweſt deelenſion. I never knew him live ſo great 
and expenfively as he hath done ſince” his return 
from exile ;' ſuch mortals have reſourees that others 
are not able to comprehend. But God bleſs you, 
whoſe great genius has not ſo tranſported you, as to 
leave you to the courteſy of mankind; for wealth is 
liberty, and liberty is a bleſſing fitteſt for a philo- 
ſopher——and Gay is a ſlave juſt by two thouſand 
pounds too little. And Horare-was of my mind 
and let my Lord contradict him, if he dares. —— 


L. NTT XU M. 
Bath, Nov. 12, 178. 
[HAVE paſt fix * in queſt of health, and 
found it not; but I found the folly of ſolicitude 
about it in a hundred inſtanees; the contrariety of 
opinions and practices, the inability of phyſicians, 
the blind obedien of ſome patients, and as blind 
rebellion of others. I believe at a certain time of 
13 
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life men are either fools or phyficians for them ; 
ſelves, and zealots or divines for themſelves. 

It was much in my hopes that you intended us 
a winter's vifit, but laſt week I repented-that wiſh, 
having been-alarmed with a report of your lying ill 
on the road from Ireland; from which I am juſt re- 
lieved by an aſſurance that you are ſtiſ at Sir A—'s. 
planting and building; two things that 4 envy you 
for, beſides a third, which is the ſociety of a va- 
luable lady. I conclude (though I know nothing of 
it) that you.quarrel with her, and abuſe her every 
day, if ſhe is ſo. I wonder I hear of no lampoons 
upon her, either made by yourſelf, or by others, be- 
cauſe you eſteem ber. 1 think. it a vaſt pleaſure that 
' whenever two people of merit regard one anorher, ſo 
many ſcoundrels egvy and are angry at them: tis 
bearing teſtimony to a merit they cannot reach; and 


if you knew the infinite content I have received of 


late, at the finding yours and my name conſtantly 
united in any filly ſcandal, I think you would go 
near to ſing Ie Triumpbe! and celebrate my happi- 
neſs in verſe; and, I believe, if you won't, I ſhall. 


The inſcription to the Dunciad is now printed and 


zn{erted in the poem. Do you care I ſhould ſay any 
thing farther how much that poem is yours? ſince 
certainly without you it had never been. Would to 
God we were together for the reſt of our lives! The 
whole weight of ſeribblers would juſt ſerve to find 
us amuſement, and not more. I hope you are too 
well employ d to mind them: every ſtick you plant, 
and every ſtone you lay, is to ſome purpoſe; but the 
buſineſs of ſuch lives as thcirs is but to die daily, 
to labour, and raife nothing. I only wiſh we could 
gomſort each other under our Þ + ly infirmities, and 
tet thoſe who have ſo great a mind to have more 


ROM. DR SMN TFT, Cc. oz: 
wit than we, win it and weagzit. Give us but eaſe. 


health, peace, and fair w ! I think it is the 
beſt with in the world, and you know whoſe it was. 
If I liv'd. in Ireland, I fear the wet climate would 
endanger more than my life ; my bumour and. hogith,. 
I am ſo atmoſpherical a creature. 
muſt not. omit. acquainting you, that "Oe vou 
heard of the words ſpoken of you in the drawing 
ꝛoom was not true. The ſayings of princes are ge- 


nerally as ill related as the fayings of wits. To ſuch. 
zeports-little of our regard ſhould be given, and leſs. 


of our conduct üer them- 
I. E TE E R XXXV. 
* Dr SWI r. 
| Dublin, Feb. 13, 1728; 
PEITED. very — in the country: Sir A. 19 
a man of ſenſe, and a ſcholar, has a good voice, 
and my lady a better 3-ſhe is perſeQly well-bred, and 
deſires to improve her. underſtanding, which is very 
good, but cultivated too much like a fine lady. She 
was my pupil-there, and ſeverely chid when ſhe read 
wrong; with that, and walking, and making twenty 
little. amuſing imprevements, and writing family- 
verſes of mirth by way of libels on my lady, my 


time paſt very well and in very great order; infinite - 


jy better than here, where I ſee: no creature but my 
ſervants, and my old Preſbyterian bouſckeeper, deny- 
ing myfelf to every body, till I ſhall-recover my ears. 


- The account of another Lord Lieutenant was only 


in a common newſpaper, when I was in the country; 
and if it ſhould have happened to be true, I would 
dave deſired to have had acceſs to him, as the ſitua- 
tion I am in requires. But this renews the grief for 
the death of our friend Mr Congreve, whom I loved « 
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from my youth, and who, ſurely, beſides his other 


talents, was a very agreeable companion. He had 
the misfortune to-ſquander away a very good conſti- 


tution in his younger days; and I think a man of 


fenſe and merit like him; is bound in conſcience to 


_ preſerve his health, for the ſake of his friends as 


well as of himſelf. Upon. his own account I could 5 
not much deſirt the continuance of his life, under ſo 


much pain, and fo many infirmities. Years have not wh 
yet hardened me; and I have an addition of weight 


on my ſpirits ſince we loſt him; though I ſaw him K 
ſo ſeldom, and poſſibly, if he had liv'd on, ſhould 1 


never have ſeen him more. I do not. only with, as "ny 
vou aſk me, that I was unacquainted with any de- ye 
ſerving perſon, but almoſt-that I never had a friend. 5 
Here is an ingenious good-humour'd phyſician, a fine we 
. gentleman, an excellent ſcholar, eaſy in his fortunes, ſelf 
kind to every body, hath: abundance of friends, nag 
entertains them often and liberally, they paſs the near 
evening with him at cards, with plenty of good meat cont 
and wine, eight or a donen together; he loves them. the 
all, and they him, He has twenty of theſe at com- PRE 
mand; if one of them dies, it is no more than poor prob 


Tom! he gets another, or takes up with the reſt, 
and is no more mov'd than at the loſs of his cat; he Fs 


offends nobody, is caſy with every body.— Is not ad 
this the true happy man? I was: deſcribing him to bath 
my Lady A—, who knows him too, but ſhe hates Mo 
him mortally by my character, and will not drink ing 
his health: I would give half my fortune for the WB: 
fame temper, and yet I cannot fay I love it, for I do * 
not love my Lord —, who is much of the Doctor's 1 
nature. I hear Mr Gay's ſecond Opera, which you * 
mention, is forbid; and then he will be once more = 


£t-to be adviſcd, and reject your advice. Adieu. 


FROM DR SWI T, Gr. ny 


E EFT ER XXXVL 
pr SWI T to Lord BOLINGBROKE. 


| Dublin, March 21, 17: 
you tell me you have not qunted the defign 

collecting, writing, &c. This is the anfwer © 
every finner who defers his repentance. I with: 
Me Pope was as great an urger as I, who long for 
nothing more than to ſee truth under your hands, 


- laying all detraction in the duſt. -I find myſelf 


diſpoſed every year, or rather every mon h, to be 
more angry and revengeful; and my rage is ſo ig-- 
noble, that it deſcends even to reſent the folly and 
baſeneſs of the enſſaved people among whom I live. 
I knew an old lord in Leiceſterſhire, who amuſed him 
ſelf with mending pitchforks and fpades for his te- 
rants gratis. Vet J have higher ideas left, if I were 
nearer to objects on which I might employ them; and. 
contemning my private fortune, would gladly croſs. 
the channel and ſtand by, while my betters were 
driving the boars out of the garden, if there. be any 
probable expectat on of fuch an endeavour. When 
I was of your age | often thought of death, but now 
after a dome years ore, ic is never out of my mind, 
3nd terrißes me lefs. I conclude that Providence 


hath ordered our fears to decreafe with our ſpirits; 


and yet I love la bagatelle better than ever: for find- 
ing it tronblefome to yead at night, and the com- 
pany here growing taſteleſs, I am always. writing 
bad proſe, or worfe verſes, either of rage or raillery, 


whereof ſome few eſcape to give b or mirth, 


and the reſt are burnt. 


They print ſome Iriſh traſh in Lond and. 


chargg it on me, which yau will clear me of ta my. 


was on the other ſide. Whether politics do not 


J am ignorant; but I believe in your time you would 


the proceedings of your miniſtry better than any 
bother man of my rank; and having not much to do, 


4 diſdain to ſay, O mibi præterites— but cruda ceo 


. ſpring corn? Has Mr Pope gone farther in his Ethis 
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friends, for all are ſpurious except one paper, for 
which Mr Pope very lately chid me. I remember 
your Lordſhip uſed to ſay, that a few good ſpeakers 
would in time carry any point that was right; and 
that the common method of a majority, by calling, 
To the queſtion, would never hold long, when reaſon 


change like gaming, by the invention of new tricks, 


never, as a miniſter, have ſuffered an act to paſ; 
thro the H. of C, only becauſe you were ſure 
of a majority in the H. of I.— ds to throw it out; 
becauſe it would be unpopular, and conſequently a 
loſs of reputation. Yet this we are told hath been 
the caſe in the qualiſication - bill relating to penſiou- 
ers. It ſhould ſeem to me that corruption, like ava- 
rice, hath no bounds. I had opportunities to know 


I have often compared it with theſe laſt: ſixteen. 
years of a profound peace all over Eurape, and we 
running ſeven millions in debt. I am forced: to play 
at ſmall game, to ſet the beaſts here a-madding, - 
merely for want of better game: Tendanda via e g 
me qucque p. gn. Kc. The. d — take thoſe politics, 
where a dunce might govern for a dozen years to- 
gether. I will come in perſon to England, if I am 
provoked, and ſend ſor the dictator from the plough. 


viridiſque ſenefius.. Pray, my Lord, how are the gar- 
dens ? have you taken down the mount, and remov'd 
the yew. hedges? Have you not bad weather for the 


 * Entitled, A Libe} on Dr Delany, and 4 certain great 
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poems? and is the head- land ſown with wheat? and 
what ſays Polybius ? and how does my Lord St John? 
which laſt queſtion is very material to me, becauſe 
I love Burgundy, and riding between Twickenham 


and Dawley,——T built a wall five years ago, and 


when the maſons play'd the knaves, nothing delighted 
me ſo much as to ſtand by, while any ſervants threw 
own what was amiſs : I have likewiſe ſeen a monkey 
overthrow all the diſhes and plates in a kitchen, 
merely for the pleaſure of ſeeing them tumble, and 


vou would invite me to ſuch- another entertainment; 
but you think, as I ought tp think, that it is time 


if I could get into a better before I was called into 
the beſt, and not die here in a rage, like a poiſoned 
ntin a hole. I wonder you are not aſhamed to let 
me pine away 1n this meme while you are out of 
power. 

I come from looking over the M br above-writ- 
ten, and declare it to be a true copy of my preſent 
') Wiipofition, which muſt needs pleaſe you, fince no- 
©  Withing was ever more diſpleaſing to myſelf. ] defire 


es, 
to LETTER XXXVI | 
-4 | Dr gur e n BortNGEROWE: Sr 


deo pDuVblin, April 5, 1729. 1 
[D 0 not think 3 it could be poſſible for me to hear 


better news than that of your getting over your 


by heart; I hated it in all its circumſtances, as it 
feed your fortune and quiet, and in 2 ſituation of 


an infinitely obliged to you ſor the juſtice you do 
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hearing the clatter they made in their fall. 1 with | 


for me to have done with the world, and ſo I would, 


ou to-prefent my moſt humble e to ny RTE | 


curry ſuit, which always hung as a dead weight on 


le that muſt make it every way vexatious. And as 
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108 LETTERS TO AND 
me, in ſuppoſing your aſſairs do at leaſt concern me 
as much as my own ; ſo 1 would never have pardoned 
your omitting it. But beſore I go on, I cannot for- 
bear mentioning what I read laſt ſummer in a neu- 
paper, that you were writing the hiſtory of your own 
times. I ſuppoſe fuch a report might ariſe from 
what was not ſecret among your friends, of your ir- 
tention to write another kind of hiſtory, which you 
often promiſed Mr Pope and me to do: I know he 
deſires it very much, and I am ſure I defire nothing 
more, for the honour and love I bear you, and the 
perfect knowledge I have of your public virtue, My 
Lord, I have no other notion of g&conomy, than that 
it is the parent of liberty and caſe, and I am not the 
only friend you have who have chid you in his heart 
For the neglect of it, though not with his mouth, 25 
I have done: for there is a filly error in the world, 
even among friends otherwiſe very good, not to in- 
termeddle with mens affairs in ſuch nice matters. 
And, my Lord, I have made a maxim, that ſhould 
be writ in letters of diamonds, That a wiſe man 
ought to have money in his head, but not in his 
heart. Pray, my Lord, enguire whether your pro- 
totype, my Lord Digby, after the Reſtoration when 
he was at Briſtol, did not take ſome care of his for- 
tune, notwithſtanding that quotation I once ſent you 
out of his ſpeech to the H. of Commons? In my con- 
ſcience, I believe Fortune, like other drabbs, values 
a man gradually leſs for every year he lives. I hare 
demonſtration for it; becauſe if I play at piquet fot 
fixpence with a man or a woman two years younge 
than myſelf, I always loſe ; and there is a young gi 
of twenty, who never fails of winning my money 40 
backgammon, tho? ſhe is a bungler, and the game be 
eecleſiaſtic. As to the public, I confeſs nothinf 
| _— | 
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rould cure my itch of meddling with it but theſe fre- 
quent returas of deafneſs, which have hindered me 
from paſſing laſt winter in London: yet 1 cannot but 


eonſider the perſidiouſneſs of ſome people, who I 
thought, when I was laſt there, upon a change that 


- happened, were the moſt impudent in forgetting their 


profeſſions that I have ever known. Pray, will you 
pleaſe to take your pen, and blot me out that politi- 


cal mazim from whatever beok it is in, that Hes 
nolunt diu male atminifirari; the commonneſs makes 


me not know who is the author, but ſure he muſt be 
ſome modern. 

I am ſorry for Lady Bolingbroke' s ill headibe but 
1 proteſt 1 never knew a very deſerving perſon of 
that ſex, who had not too much reaſon-to complain 
of ill health. I never wake without finding life a 
more infigyificant thing than it was the day before; 
which is one great advantage I get by living in this 


country, where there is nothing I ſhall be ſorry to 


loſe, But my greateſt miſery is recollecting the ſcene 
of twenty years paſt, and then all en a ſudden drop- 
ping into the preſent. 1 remember, when I was a 
little boy, I felt a-great fiſh at the end of my line, 
which I drew-up almoſt on the. ground, but it dropt 
in, and the diſappointment vexes me to this very day. 
and I believe it was the type of all my future diſap- 
pointments. I ſhauld beaſhamed to ſay this to you, 
if you had not a-ſpirit fitter to bear your owa miſ- 
fortunes, than I have to think of thein. Is there pa- 


tience left to reflect, by what qualities wealth and 


greatneſs are got, and by what qualities they are loſt? 

I have read my friend Congreve's verſes to Lord Cob- 

ham, which end with a vile and falſe moral, and Ire- 

member is not in Horace to Tibullus, whick he imi- 

lates, “ that all times are equally virtuous and vis 
Vol. VIII. K 
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* cious,” wherein he differs from all poets, philoſo-· ws 

Þhers and Chriſtians that ever writ. It is more pro- wi 

| bable that there may be an equal quantity of virtue g 
always in the world, but ſometimes there may be a m1 

5 peck of it in Aſia, and hardly a thimble full in Eu- clo 


rope. But if there be no virtue, there is abundance no 
of fincefity ; for I will venture all F am worth, that tel 
© there is not one human creature in power, who will by 


not be modeſt enough to confeſs that he proceeds tel 
_ wholly tipon a principle of corruption. I ſay this, tin 
becauſe I-have a ſcheme, in ſpite of your notions, _y 
to govern England upon the principles of virtue; wh 
and when the nation is ripe ſot-it, I deſire you will wri 
"Yend for me. I have learned this by living like a her- of 1 
mit, by which I am got backwards about nineteen bar 
' hundred years in the æra of the wotld, and begin to ber 
wonder at the wickedneſs of men. I dine alone upon wh 
"half a diſh of meat, mix water with my*-wine; walk Jovi 
ten miles a · day, and read Baronius. Hic explicit epi- bet 
fiola ad Dom. Bolingbroke, et incipit ad amicum Pope. fror 


Having finithed my letter to Ariſtippus; I now be- 1 «3 
"Fin to you. I was in great pain about Mrs Pope, «.n 
Shaving heard from others that ſhe was in a very dat- for 

gerous way, which made me think it unſeaſonable ver! 
To trouble you. Fam aſhamed to tell you, that when toy 
] was very youug I had more defire to be famous muſ 
than ever ſinee; and fame, like all things elſe in this t 
life, grows with me every day more a trifle, But you 
who are ſo much younger; although you want that 
health you deſerve, yet your ſpirits are as vigorous 
as if your body were ſounder., I hate a crowd, where 
1 have not an caſy place to ſte and be ſeen. A great 
library always makes me melancholy, where the beſt 
Author is as-much ſqueezed, and as obſoure, -as 8 
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porter at a coronation. . In my own little library, I 
value the compilements of Crævius and Gronovius, 
which make thirty-one volumes in folio (and were 
given me by my Lord Bolingbroke) more than all 
my books beſides; becauſe whoever comes into my 
cloſet, caſts his eyes immediately upon them, and will 
not vouchſafe to look upon Plato and. Xenophon. 1 
tell you it is almoſt incredible. how opinions change 
by the decline or decay of ſpirits; and. I will further 
tell you, that all my endeavours, from a boy, to dife 
tinguiſh myſelf, were only for want of a great title 
and fortune, that I might be uſed like a lord by thoſe - 
who have an opinion of my parts ; whether right or 
wrong, it is no great matter: and fo the reputation 
of wit or great, learning does the. office of a blue rib- 
band, or of a coach and fix herſes.. To be remem 
bered for ever on the account of our friendſhip, is 
what would exceedingly pleaſe me; but yet I never. 
loved to make a viſit; or. be ſeen walking with my. 
betters, becauſe they get all the eyes and civilities 
from me. I no ſooner writ this than I corrected 
myſelf, and remembered. Sir Fulk Grevil's epitaph, 
Here lyes, &c. who, was friend to Sir Philip Sid+. 
*.-ney.” And therefore I moſt heartily thank you 
for your deſire that I would record our friendſhip in 
verſe, which if I can ſucceed in, I will never deſire 
to write one more line in poetry while I live. You 
muſt preſent my humble ſervice. to Mrs Pope, and. 
let her know I pray for her continuance in the world; 
for her own reaſon, that ſhe may live fp take care. 
of. you... | 
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L E T T E R 
From Dr Sw IFT. 
Aug. 17, 1729. 


1 AM very | ſeifible that in a former letter I talked: 


very weakly of my own affairs, and of my im- 
perfect wiſhes and defires, which however I find 


with ſome comfort do now daily decline, very ſuit- 


able to my ſtate of health for ſome months paſt; for 
my head is never perfectly free from giddineſs, and 
eſpecially towards night: yet my diſorder is very 


moderate, and I have been without a. fit of deaf - 


neſs this half year; ſo I am like a horſe, which, 
though off his mettle, can trot of tolerably; and 
this Fnvarifon puts me in mind to add, that I am 
returned to be a rider, wherein I with you would 
imitate me. As to this country, there. have been 
three terrible years dearth of corn, and every place 
flrowed with beggars ; but dearths ate common in 
better climates, and our evils here ly much deeper. 
Imagine a nation the two-thirds of whoſe revenues 
are ſpent out of it, and who are. not permitted to 
trade with the other third, and where the pride of 
women will not ſuffer them to wear their own ma- 


nufactures, even where they excel what come from 


abroad: this is the true ſtate of ireland in a very 
few words. Theſe evils operate more every day, 
and the kingdom is abſolutely undene, as I have 
been telling often in print theſe ten years paſt. 


What | have ſaid requires forgiveneſs ; but I had 


a. mind for once to let you know the ſtate of our 
affairs, and my reaſon for being more moved than 
perhaps becomes a clergyman, and a piece of a phi- 
- leſopher; and perhaps the increaſe of years and di 
orders may hape ſor ſome allowance to complaints, 


FROM DPR SWIFT, 6c 11g 
eſpecially when I may call myſelf a ſtranger in a 
ſtrange land. As to poor Mrs Pope, (if ſhe be ſtill 
alive), I heartily pity you and pity her : her great 
piety and virtue will infallibly make her happy in a 
better life, and her great age hath made her fully 


| yp for heaven and the grave, and her. beſt friends 


ill moſt with her caſed of her labours, when ſhe 
hath ſo many good works to follow them. The loſs 
you will feel by the want of her care and kindneſs, 
1 know very well; but ſhe has amply done her part, 
as you have yours. . One reaſon why I would have 
you in Ireland, when you ſhall be at your own dit- 
poſal, is, that you may be maſter of two or three 
years revenues, proviſe frugis in annos copia, fo as 
not to be pinched in the lcaſt when years increaſe, 
and perhaps your health impairs: and when this 
kingdom 1s utrerly at an end, you may ſupport me 
for the few years I ſhall happen to live; and who 


knows but you may pay me exorbitant intereſt for 


the ſpoonful of wine, and ſcraps of a chicken it will 
coſt me to feed you? I am confident you have too 
much reaſon to complain of ingratitude; for I never 
yet knew any perſon one tenth part ſo heartily diſ- 
poſed as you are to do good offices to SEN with- | 
out the leaſt private view. 

Was it a gaſconade to pleaſe me, that you ſaid 


your fortune was. jncreaſed 100 l. a year fince I leit 


vou? you ſhould have told me how. Thoſe ſubſiia 
ſenefluti are extremely deſireable, if they could be got 
with juſtice, and without avarice; of which vice, 

though I cannot charge myſelf yet, nor feel any ap- 

proaches towards it, yet no uſurer more wiſhes to be 
richer (or rather to be ſurer of his rents.) But l am 
not half ſo moderate as you, for 1 declare 1 cannot 
K 3 
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live eaſily under double to what you are Gatisfied 
with. - 

I hope Mr Gay wilt keep his 30001. and live on 


the / intereſt without decreaſing the . principal one 
penny; but I do not like your ſeldom ſeeing him. 


I hope he is grown more diſengaged from his in-- 


tentneſs on his own affairs, which I ever diſliked, 
and is quite the reverſe to you, unleſs you are a very 
dextrous diſguiſer. I defire my humble fervice to 
Lord Oxford, Lord Bathurſt,. and particularly to 
Mrs B—, but to no Lady at court. God bleſs 


you for being a. greater dupe than I: I love that 


character too myſelf, but 1 want . charity. 
Adieu. 


L FE T T. E R XXXIX. 
| Oct. 9, 1729. 
17. pleats: me that you. received my books at liſt; 
but you have never once told me if you approve . 


the whole, or diſapprove not of ſome parts of tbe 
Commentary, Cc. It was my principal aim in the 


entire work to perpetuate the friendſhip between us, 


and to ſhew that the friends or the enemies of the 
one were the friends or enemies of the other. If in 
any particular, any thing be ſtated or mentioned in 
a diſſerent manner from what you like, pray tell me 
freely, that the new editions now coming out here 
may have it rectiſied. You'll find the octavo rather 
more correct than the quarto, with ſome additions 
to the notes and epigrams caſt in, which. I with had 
been increaſed by your acquaintance in Ireland, | 
rejoice in hearing that Drapiers-Hill 1s to emulate 
Parnaſſus; I fear the country. about it is as much 
impoveriſhed. I truly ſhare in all that troubles 
you, and with you removed from a ſcene of diſtreſs, 
- which. I know works your compaſſionate temper tuo 
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ſtrongly: but if we are not to ſee you here, I believe 


I ſhall once in my life ſee you there. Lou think 
more for me, and about me, than any friend I have; 


and you think better for me. Perhaps you'll not 


be contented, though I am, that the additional 100 l. 


= 


a· year is only for, my life. My mother is yet living, 
and I thank God for it.: ſhe will never be trouble- 
ſome to me, if ſhe. be not ſo to herſelf; but a me- 
lancholy object it is, to obſerve the gradyal. decays ab 
both of body and mind, in a perſon to whom one is 

tied by the links of both.: I can't tell whether her 


death itſelf would. be fo aſlliting. . 1 


You are too careful of my worldly affairs : : I am.. 


rich enough, and I can afford to give. away a 1001.. 
a-year. Don't be angry: I will not live to be very 
old; I have revelations to. the contrary. I would. 
not crawl upon the earth without doing a little good 
when I have a. mind to do it: I will enjoy the plea- 


' ſure of what I give, by giving it, alive, and ſeeing. 
another enjoy it. When I die, 1 ſhould be aſhamed. 
to leave enough.to build me a monument, if there : 


were a wanting friend above ground, 


Mr Gay aſſures me his 3000 l. is kept entire and 


ſacred : he ſeems to languiſh after a line from you, 
and complains tenderly. Lord Bolingbroke has told 


me ten times over he was going to write to you. Has 
he, or not? The Doctor is unalterable, both in. friend- 
ſhip and Quadrille.: his wife has been very near 
death laſt week: his two brothers buried their wives 
within theſe fix weeks. Gay is ſixty miles off, and 
has been ſo all this ſummer, with the Duke and 


Ducheſs of Queenſberry. He is the fame man: ſo 
1s every man here that you know: mankind is un- 
amendable, Optimus ille qui minimus ungetur — Poor 


Mart * is Iixe the reſt, the cries at the thorn-in oe 
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| Foot, but will ſuffer no body to pull it out. The 
eourt · lady I have a good opinion of, yet | have treat- 
ed her more negligently than you would do, becauſe 
you like to ſee the inſide of a court, which I do not. 
J have ſeen her but twice. You haye a deſperate 
hand at daſhing out a character by great ſtrokes, 
and at the ſame time a delicate one.at fine touches. 
God forbid you ſhould draw mine, if I were conſcious 
of. any guilt : but if I were conſcious only of folly, in 
God ſend it! for as no hody can detect a great fault lat 
ſo. well as you, no body would ſo well hide a ſmall by 


one. But, after all, that, Lady means tov. do good, ou 
and does no harm, which lis a vaſt deal for a cour- in 
tier. I can aſſure you, that Lord Peterborow always git 
ſpeaks kindly of you, and certainly has as great a mind do 
to be your friend as any one. 1 muſt throw away tel 
my pen; it cannot, it will never tell you what I in- F 
wardly am to Jou. Quod nequeo ne, et. yo 
* ſentio tantum.“ 15 
C E 

Lord BoLINGBROKE to Dr SWIFT.- un 
Bruffels, Sept, 27; 1729. all 

I HAVE brought. your, French acquaintance thus de 
far on her way into her own country, and confi: ſre 
derably better in health than ſhe was when ls. In 
went to Aix. I begin to entertain hopes that ſhe far 
will recover ſuch a.degree of. health as may. render fry 
old.age ſupportable. Both of us have cloſed the tenth pet 
luſtre, and it is high time to, determine. how we eat 


ſhall play the laſt act of the farce. Might not my an 
life, be intituled much more properly a What-d'yc- pal 
call-it than a farce ? ſome comedy, a great deal of fox 
tragedy, and the whole interſperſed with ſcencs of wo 
Harlequin, Scaramouch, and Dr Baloarda, the pro- lik 
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to- type of Your hero. uſed to think ſometimes 
formerly of old age and of death, enough to prepare. 
my mind, not enough to anticipate ſorrow, to daſh 
the joys of youth, and to be all my life a-dying. I 
find the benefit of this practice now, and find it 
more as I proceed on my journey: little regret when 
1 look backwards, little apprehenſion when I look 
forwards. You complain grievouſly of your fituatiott . 
ia Ireland; 1 would complain too of mine in Eng- 
land; but I will not, nay, I onght not; fot I find, 
by long experience, that I can be unfortunate, withs - 
out being unhappy. I do not approve of your joins 
ing together the figure of living, and the pleaſure of 
giving, though your old prating friend Montagne 

does fomething like it in one of his rhapſodies. To 

| tell you my reaſons would be to write an eſſay, and 

. 1 ſhall Hardly have time to write a letter; but if 
x you will come over, and live with Pope and me, III 
ſhew you in an inſtant why thoſe two things ſhould 
not aller de pair, and that forced retrenchments 
on both may be made, without making us even. 
uneaſy, You know that I am too expenſive, and 
all mankind knows that I have been cruelly plun- 
dered; and yet 1 feel in my mind the power of de- 
cending without anxiety two or three ſtages more. 
In ſhort, (Mr Dean) if you will come to a certain 
farm in Middleſex, yon ſhall find that I can live 
frugally without growling at the world, or being 
peeviſh with thoſe whom Fortune has appointed to 
eat my bread, inſtead of appoiuting me to eat theirs: 
and yet I have naturally as little diſpoſition to fru--. 
tality as any man alive. You ſay you are no philo- 
ſopher, and I think you are in the right to dillike a- 
word which is ſo often abuſed; but I am fure you-, 
like to. . 'teaſon, not cuſtom, N is ſores — 
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times the reaſon, and.oftener the.caprice of others, 
of the mob of the world.) Now to be ſure. of doing 
this, you muſt wear your. philoſophical ſpectacles as 
conſtantly as the Spaniards. uſed to wear theirs, 
You muſt make them part of your dreſs, and ſooner 
part with your broad · brimm'd beaver, your gown, 
your ſcarf, or even that emblematical veſtment, your 
ſurplice. Through this medium you will fee few 
things to be vexed at, few perſons to be angry at: 
and yet there will frequently be things which we 
onght to wiſh altered, and perſons whom. we en 5 
to wiſh hanged. | 

In your letter to Pope, you agree that a St foy - 
fame becomes a man more towards his exit, than at 
his entrance into life; and yet you confeſs, that the 
longer you live, the more you grow indifferent about 
it. Your ſentiment is true and natural; your reaſon- 
ing, I am afraid, is not ſo upon this occaſion. Pruy 
dence will make us defire fame, becauſe it gives us 
many real and great adgantages in all the affairs. oſ 
life. Fame is the wiſe man's means; his ends are 
his own good, and the good of, ſociety. You Poets 
and Orators have invertcd this order; you propoſe 
fame as the end; and good, or atleaſt, great actions, 
as the means, You go further; you teach our ſelf 
love to anticipate the applauſe which we ſuppoſe will 
5 be paid by poſterity to our names; and with idle no: 
ih tions of, immortality you turn other heads, beſides 
| your own; 1 am afraid this may have done ſome 
harm in the world. 

Fame is an object which men purſue ſucceſsfully 
by various and, even contrary courſes, Your doc 
trige leads them to look on this end as eſſential, and 
on the means as indifferent; ſo that Fabricius and 

Craſſus, Cato and Cæſar, preſſed forward io the ſaws 


1 
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aol. After all, perhaps it may appear, from a con- 
fidetation of the depravity of mankind, that you 
could do no better, nor keep up virtue in the world 
without calling this paſſivn or this direction of ſelf- 
love in to your aid: 'Facitus has crowded this excuſe 
for you, according to his manner, into a maxim, 
Contemptu fame, contemni virtutes. But now whether 
we donſider fame as an uſeſul inſtrument in all the 
occurrences of private and public life, or whether we 


confider it as the cauſe of that pleaſure which our 
ſelf- love is ſo fond of; methinks our entratee into 


life, or (to ſpeak more properly) our youth, not our 
old age, is the ſeaſon when we ought to deſire it moſt, 
and therefore when it is moſt becoming to deſire it 
with ardour. If it is uſeful, it is to be deſired moſt 
when we have, or may hbpe to have! a lang ſcene of 
action open before us: towards our exit, this ſcene 
of action is, or ſhould be cloſed ; and then, methinks, 
it iunbecominy to grow fonder of a thing which we 
have no longer occaſion for. If it is pleaſant, the 
ſooner we are in poſſeſſion of fame, the longer we 
ſhall enjoy this pleaſure. When it is acquired early 
in life, it may tickle us on till-old age; but when it 


r 


* 

„bs acquired late, the ſenſation of pleaſure will be more 

bannt, and mingled'with the regret of our not having 

„ atted it Toofier. 

$ . From my Farm, Oct. 5. | 

ie am here; I have ſeen Pope, and one of my firſt 
enquiries was after you. He tells me a thing I am 

ly WW ry to hear: you are building, it ſeems, on a piece 

)C- 


of land you have acquired for that purpoſe, i in ſome 
nd Wl county of Ireland. Though 1 have built in a part 
of the world which I prefer very little to that where 
we bu have been thrown and confined by our ill for- 
tune and ; ours, yet I am forry you do the fame 
1 


— 
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'thing. I have repented a thouſand times of my re- 
ſolut ion, and I hope you will repent of yours before 
it is executed. Adieu, my old and worthy friend; 
may the phyſical evils of life fall as eaſily upon you, 
as ever they did on any man who lived to be old; 
and may the moral evils which ſurround us, make as 
little impreſſion on you, as they ought to make on 
one who has ſuch ſuperior fenſe to eſtimate things 
by, and ſo much virtue to wrap himſelf up in. 

My wife defires not to be forgotten by you; ſhe's 
faithfully your ſervant, and zcalouſly your admirer, 
She will be concerned and diſappointed not to find 


you in this iſland at her return, which hope both ſhe \ 
und I had been made to entertain before I went abroad. { 
LETTER XII. : 

Dr Sw1F r to Lord BoLI1NGBROKE, b 
Dublin, Oct, 31, 1729. 2 

1 RECEIVED your Lordſhip's travelling letter h 
of ſeveral dates, at ſeveral ſtages, and from diſ- e 
ferent nations, languages, and religions. Neither P. 
could any thing be more obliging than your Kind re- is 
membrance of me in ſo many plates. As to your 8 
ten luſtres, | remember, when I complained in a letter 155 
to Prior, that I was fifty years old, he was half angry 0 
in jeſt, and anſwered me out of Terence, © Iſta com- mY 
« memoratio eſt quaſi exprobatio.“ How then ougit WM ?!* 
I to rattle you, when I have a dozen years more to 2 
anſwer for, all monaſtically paſſed in this country ; 2 
liberty and delight, and money, and good company! 
I go on anſwering your letter. It is you were my 8 
hero, but the other * never was; yet if he were, it 875 
was your own fault, who taught me to love him, and _ 
| ; | + 
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oſten vindicated him, in the beginning of your mi- 
niſlry, from my accuſations. But I granted he had 
the greateſt inequalities of any man alive, and his 
whole ſcene was fifty times more a What-d'ye-call-it 
than yours: for, I declare, yours was wnie, and 1 
wiſh you would fo order it, that the world may be 
as wiſe as I upon that article: Mr Pope wiihes it 
too, and I believe there is not a more honeſt man in 
England, even without wit, But you regard us not. 
l was forty-ſeven years old + when I began to 
think of death, and the reflections upon it now be- 
gin when I wake in the morning, and end when 1 
am going to fleep.—I writ to Mr Pope, and not to 
you. My birth, although from a family not undi- 
ſtinguiſhed in its name, 1s many degrees inferior to 
yours; all my pretenſions from perſon and parts in- 
finitely ſoz Ja younger ſon of younger ſons ; you 
born to a great fortune: yet I ſee you, with all your 
advantages, ſunk to a degree that -you cauld never 
have been without them; but yet I ſee you as much 
eſteemed, as_ much beloved, as much dreaded, and 
perhaps more (though it be almoſt impoſſible) than 
ever you were in your higheſt exaltation—only I 
grieve like an alderman that you are not ſo rich: 
and yet, my Lord, I pretend to value money as little 
as you, and I will call five hundred witneſſes (if you 
will take Iriſh witneſſes) to prove it. I renounce 
your whole philoſaphy, 'becauſe it is not your prac» 
tice. By the figure of living, (if I uſed that expreſ- 
ſion to Mr Pope), I do not mean the parade, but a 
ſuitableneſs to your mind; and, as for the pleaſure of 
giving, I know your ſoul ſuffers when you are de - 
barred of it. Cauld you, when your own generoſity 
and contempt of outward things, (be not offended, 


The year of Queen Anne' s death, 
Vor. VIII. [EY L 
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it is no eccleſiaſtical but an Epictetian phraſe), could 
you, when thefe have brought you to it, come over 
and live with Mr Pope and me at the Deanry ? I 
could almoſt with the experiment were tried. —No, 
God forbid that ever ſuch a ſcoundrel as Want 
ſhould. dare to approach you. But, in the mean 
time, do not brag; retrenchments are not your ta- 
lent: but, as old Weymouth ſaid to me inchis lordly 
Latin, Philgſapha verba, ignava opera; I wiſh you could 
learn arithmetic, that three and two make five, and 
will never male more. My philoſophical ſpectacles 
which you adviſe me to, will tell me that 1 can live 
on $01, a- year, (wine excluded, which my bad health 
forces me to), but I cannot endure that om ſhould 
be /ine dignitate.— My Lord, what I would have ſaid 
uf Fame is meant of fame which a man enjoys in his 
lie: becauſe I cannot be a great Lord, I would ac- 
quire What is a kind of ſubſidium, I would endeavour 
that my betters ſhould ſeek me by the merit of ſome 
thing diſtinguiſhable, inſtead of my ſeeking” of them. 
The deſire of enjoying it in after-times is owing to 
the ſpirit and folly of youth; but with age we learn 
to know the Houſe is fo full, that there is no room 
for above one or two at moſt in an age, through the 
whole world. My Lord, I hate and love to write to 
you; it gives me pleaſure, and kills me with melan- 
choly. The d take Stupidity, that it will got come 
to ſupply the want of Philoſophy. | 


Ca T.TAS x15 


From Dr SW1 FT, 
Oct. 31, 1729: 
you were ſo careful of ſending me the Dunciad, 
that I have received five of them, and have plea- 
_ ded four friends, I am one of every body who ap- 


= AQ — ww .i5 = © a 


2 


prove every part of it, text and eomment; but am 
one abſtracted from every body, in the happineſs of 
being recorded your friend, while wit, and humour, 
and paliteneſs ſhall have any memorial among us. 
As for your octavo edition, we know nothing of it; 
for we have an octavo of our own, which hath fold 
wonderfully, confidering our n and dulneſs 
the conſequence of it. | 

1 writ this poſt to Lord B. and tell him in my let- 
ter, that, with a great deal of love for a frolic, I will 
fly as ſoon as build; I have neither years, nor ſpi- 
rits, nor money, nor patience for ſuch amuſements. 
The frolic is gone off, and I am only 100 J. the 
poorer. But this kingdom is grown ſo exceſſively 


poor, that we wiſe men mult think of nothing but 
getting a little ready money. It is thought there are 
not two hundred thoufand pounds of ſpecic in the 


whole iſland; for we return thrice as much to our 
abſentees as we get by trade, and ſo are all inevitably 


undone; which I have been telling them in print 


theſe ten years, to as little purpole as if it came from 


the pulpit : and this ig enough for Iriſh politics, 


which I only mention, becauſe it ſo nearly touches 
myſelf. I'muſt repeat what, I believe, I have ſaid 
before, that I pity you much more than Mrs Pope. 
Such a. parent and friend hourly declining before 
your eyes is an object very unfit for your health, and 


duty, and tender diſpoſition ; and I pray God it may 


not affect you too much. I am as much ſatisfied 
that your additional roo |: per annum is for your life 
as if it were for ever. You have enough to leave 


your friends: I would not have them glad to be rid 


of you; and I ſhall take care that none but my enc- 

mies will be glad to get rid of me. You have em- 

broiled me with Lord B— about the figure of living. 
L > 
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124 LETTERS TO AND 
and the pleaſure of giving. I am under the necef- 
lity of ſome little paltry figure in the ſtation I am; 


but I make it as little as poſſible. As to the other 
part, you are baſe, becauſe I thought myſelf as great 


a giver as ever was of my ability; and yet, in pro- 


portion you exceed, and have kept it till now a ſe- 
cret even from me, when I wondered how you were 
able to live with your whole little revenue. 


bs = ee: R XILIII. 
Lord BOL I own OK E to Dr SWIF r. 
: Nov. 19, 1729. 

I FIND that you have laid aſide your project of 

building in Ireland, and that we ſhall ſee you in 
this iſland cum zephyris, et hirundine prima. I know 
not whether the Iove of fame increaſes as we advance 
in age; ſure I am that the force of friendſhip does. 
1 lov'd you almoſt twenty years ago, I thought of you 


as well as I do now, better was beyond the power 
of conception, or, to avoid an equivogque, beyond the 


extent of my ideas. Whether you are more obliged. 


to me for loving you as well when I knew you leſs, 
or for loving you as well after loving you ſo many 
years, I ſhall not determine. What I would ſay is 
this: whilſt my mind grows daily more independent 


of the world, and feels leſs need of leaning on ex- 


ternal objects, the ideas of friendſhip return oftner, 
they buſy me, they warm me more: is it that we 
grow more tender as the moment of our great ſepa- 
ration approaches? or is it that they who are to live 


together in another ſtate, (for vera amicitia non niſi 


inter bonos) begin to feel more ſtrongly that divine 


ſympathy which is to be the great band of their fu- 
ture ſociety ? There is no one thought which ſoothes 


my mind like this: I encourage my imagination to 


FROM DR SWIFT, Cc. ns 
purſue it, and am heartily afflicted when another 
faculty * of the intellect comes” boiſterouſly in, and 
wakes me from fo pleaſing a dream, if it be a dream. 
1 will dwell no more on Oeconomics than I have 
done in my former letter. Thus much only I will 
ſay, that otium cum dignitate is to be had with goo J. 
a- year as well as with 5000: the difference will be 
found in the value of the man, and not in that of 
the eſtate. I do aſſure you, that I have never quitted 
the deſign of collecting, reviſing, improving, and 
extending ſeveral materials which are ſtill in my 
power ; and 1 hope that-the time of ſetting myſelf 
about this laſt work of my life is not far off. Many 
papers of much. curioſity and importanee are loſt, 


and ſome of them in a manner which would ſurprize 


and anger you. However, I ſhall be able to convey 
ſeveral great truths to poſterity, ſo clearly and ſo 
authentically, that the Burnets and: Oldmixons of 
another age may rail, but not be able to deceive. 
Adieu, my friend. I have taken. up more of this 
paper than belongs to me, ſince Pope is to write to 
you; no matter, for, upon recoltection; the rules of 
proportion are. not broken; he will ſay as much to 
you in one page, as I have {aid in three. Bid him 


talk to you of the work he is about, I hope in good 
earneſt ; it. is a fine one, and will · be, in his hands, 


* Viz, Reaſon. Tully (or, what is much the ſame, his 
diſciple). obſerves ſomething like this on the like occaſion, 
where, ſpeaking of Plato's famous Book of the Soul, he ſays, 
Nefcio quomodo, dum lege, adſentior cum paſui librum, et 
mecum ipſe de immortalitate animorum c@pi-cogitare; ad- 


fenfio illa omnis elabitus. Cicero ſeems to have had but 4 


confufed notion of the cau/?, which the Letter-writer has. 

here explained, namely, that the imagination is always 

ready to indulge ſo flattering an idea, but ſeverer reaſon. 

corrects and diſclaims it. As to Religion, that is out of the 

queſtion ; for Tally wrote to his few- philolophic friends. 
L 3 
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an oginal *, His ſole complaint is, that he finds it 
roo eaſy. in the execution. This flatters his lazineſs, 
it flatters my judgment, who always thought that 
(univerſal as his talents are) this is eminently and 
peculiarly his, above all the writers I know eee or 


| dead; Ido not except Horace. 


Adieu, 
E E T T 1 N XEIV. 
Nov. 28, 1729, 


| INES letter (like all mine) will be a rhapſody; 


it is many years ago fince I wrote as a wit. 
How many / occurrences or informations muſt one 
omit, if one determined to ſay nothing that one 
could not ſay prettily! I lately received from the 
widow of one dead correſpondent, and the father of 
another, ſeveral of my own letters of about fifteen 
and twenty years old; and it was not unentertaining 
to myſelf to obſerve, how, and by what degrees, 
J ceaſed to be a witty writer; as either my. expe- 
rience grew on the one hand, or my affection to my 
correſpondents on the other. Now as I love you 
better than moſt. I have ever met with in the world; 
and eſteem you too the more, the longer I have com- 
par'd you with the reſt.of the world; fo inevitably 
1 write to you more negligently, that is, more open- 
ly, and what all but ſuch as love one another will 
call writing worſe, I ſmile ta think how Curll would 
be bit, were our Epiſtles to fall into his hands, and 
tow gloriouſly they would fall Mort of every inge- 
nious reader's expectations! | 
. You can't imagine what a vanity it is to me, to 
have ſomething to rebuke you for in the way of - 
conomy. I love the man that builds a houſe /ubito 


| iugenio, and makes a wall for a horſe; then cries, 


* Efay on Man. 
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ready money.” I am glad you approve my an- 
nuity; all we have in this world is no more than an 
annuity, as to our own enjoyment; but I-will in- 

creaſe your regard for my wiſdom, and tell you, that- 
this annuity includes alſo the life of another 
whoſe concern ought to be as near me as my own, 


and with whom my whole proſpects ought to finiſſi. 


I throw my javelin of hope no farther; Cur brevis 
« fortes Jaculamur vo,” — . 

The ſecond (as it is called, but indeed Pr cighth): 
edition of the Dunciad, with ſome additional notes 
and epigrams, ſhall be ſent you, if I know any op- 
portunity : if they reprint it with you, let them by 
all means follow that octayo edition. The Dra-- 
pier's letters are again printed here, very laudably- 
as to paper; print, Cc. for you know I diſapprove 
lriſh politics, (as my commentator tells you), being · 
a ſtrong and jealous ſubject of England. The Lady 
you mention; you-ought not, to complain of for not: 
acknowledging. your preſent; ſhe having lately re- 
ceived a much richer preſent from- Mr Knight of the: 
3. Sea; and-you are ſenſtble ſhe cannot ever return 
it to one in the condition of an out-law. *Tis cer-- 
tain, as he can never expect any favour-*, his mo- 
tive muſt be wholly diſintereſted. Will not this re- 
ſlection make you bluſh ? Your continual deplorings: 
of Ireland make me wiſh you were here long enough 
to forget thoſe ſcenes that ſo aſſlict you: I am only 
in fear if you were, you would grow ſuch a patriot- 
here too, as not to be quite at eaſe, for your love of 
Old Englandi— It is very ane your 8 
His Mother” s. 5 


-* He was miſtaken in this. Mr Knight as ue, and 
came home in che. year 142. ; pu 


ny 8 
- « We wiſe men muſt think of nothing but getting | | 
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the time I compute, might exactly tally with my in- 
tended one to you and if you muſt. ſoon. again go 
back, you would not be unattended. For the poor 
woman. deeays perceptibly every weck; and the 
winter may too probably put an end to a very long, 
and a very itreproachable life. My conſtant atten- 
dance on her does indeed affect my mind very much, 
and leſſen extremely my defires of long life; ſince L 
ſee the beſt that can come of it is a miſerable bene - 
diction. I look upon myſelf to be many years older 
in two years ſince you ſaw me: the natural imbe- 
eillity of my body, joined now to. this acquired old 
age of the mind; makes me at leaſt as old as you, 
and we are the fitter to crawl dowa the hill toge- 
ther; I only defire I may be able to keep pace with 
with a man of ſeventy, and 1 found him not grave 
enough or conſiſtent enough far me, though we lived 
well to his death. I ſpeak of old Mr Wycherley; 
ſome letters of whom, (by the bye), and of mine, 
the bookſellers have got and printed, not without 
the concurrence of a noble friend of mine and yours *. 
I don't much approve of it; though there is nothing 
for me to be aſhamed of, becauſe I will not be a- 
ſhamed of any thing I do not do myſelf, or of any 
thing that is not immoral, but merely dull (as for 
inſtance, if they printed this letter I am now writing, 
which they eaſily may, if the underlings at the Poſt- 
office pleaſe to take a copy of it.) I admire, on this 
conſideration, your ſending. your laſt to me quite 
open, without a ſeal, wafer, or any cloſer whatever, 
manifeſting the utter openneſs: of the writer. I 
would do the ſame by this, but fear it would look 


See the occaſion, . 
2ke Preface to the firſt Volume of —_—_ - 
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like affectation to ſend two letters ſo together.—1 | 
will fully repreſent to our friend (and, I doubt not, 


it will touch his heart) what you ſo feclingly ſet 
forth as to the badneſs of your Burgundy, &c. He 
35 an extreme honeſt man, and indeed ought to be* 
ſo, conſidering how very indiſcreet and unreſerved 
he is : but I do not approve this part of his cha- 


reter, and will never join with: him in any of his. 


idleneſſes in the way of wit. Lou know my maxim 


to keep as clear of all offence, as 1 am clear of all 


intereſt in either party. I was once diſpleaſed be- 
tore at you, for complaining to Mr —— of my not 
having a. penſion, and am ſo again at your naming 


it to a certain Lord. I have given proof in the 


courſe of my whole life, (from the time when Lwas 


in the friendſhip of Lord Bolingbroke and ag95s. 


even to this, when I am civilly treated by Sir R. 
Walpole), that I never thought myſelf. ſo warm in 
any party's cauſe as to deſerve their money, and. 
therefore would never have accepted it: but give 


me leave to tell you, that of all mankind the two 


perſons I would leaſt have accepted any favour 
from, are thoſe very two to whom you have un- 


impreſſions which that dialogue. may have left on 
his Lordſhip's mind, as if I ever had any thought of 


conſtitution; 1 believe, as ſincere a well-wiſher to it, 


Eraſmus, a Catholic; fo I live, ſo I ſhall die; and 
kope'one day to meet you, Biſhop Atterbury, the 


Jounger Craggs, Dr Garth, Dean Berkeley, aud. 


luckily ſpoken. of it. I deſire you to take off any 


being beholden to him, or any other, in that way. 
And yet, you know I am no enemy to the preſent 


ray, even to the church eſtabliſhed, as any miniſtes | 
in, or out of employment whatever, or any biſhop 
of England or Ireland : yet am I of the religion of 
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Mr Hutchenſon, in-that place. To which God of II 

his infinite mercy bring us, and every body, to 
Lord B's auſwer to your letter I have juſt received, An 

and join it to this packet. The work be ſpeaks of Ml —* 

with ſuch abundant partiality, is a ſyſtem of cthicy fo 


in the Horatian way. | fore 
| I ; 9h hav 

LITT IN . reac 

| April 14, 1730; to þ 


1 IS is a letter extraordinary, to do and fay no- Cate 
thing but to recommend to you (as a clergy- 
man, and a charitable one) a pious and a good work, ef tt 
and for a good and honeſt man: moreover, he is Poet 
above ſeventy, and poor, which you might think 
included in the word honeſt. 1 ſhall- thinkr it a kind- Wl 
nefs done myſelf, if you can propagate Mr Weftley's r. 
ſubſcription for his commentary on Job, among long 
your divines, (biſhops excepted, of whom there is 
no hope), and among ſuch as ate believers, or read- 
ers of ſcripture. Even the curious may find. ſome- 
ching to pleaſe them, if they ſcorn to be edified; It 
has been the labour of eight years of this learned 
man's life; I call him what he is, a learned man, 
and I engage you wilt approve his proſe more than. 
you formerly could his poetry. Lord Bolingbroke 
is a favourer of it, and. allows you to do your beſt to 
ſerve an old Tory, and a ſufferer for the church of 
England, though you are a Whig, as I am. 

We have here ſome verſes in your name, which | 
am angry at. Sure you would not uſe me fo ill as 
to flatter me! I therefore think it Is ſome other 
weak Iriſhman. 

P. S. I did not take the pen out of Pope's havds, 
I proteſt to you; but fince he will not fill the re- 
mainder of the page, I think I may without offcnce! 
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I'ſcek no epiſtolaty fame, but am a good deal pleaſed 
to think that it will be known hereaſter that you 
and I lived in the moſt friendly intimacy together. 

— Pliny writ bis letters for the public, ſo did Seneca; 
ſo did Balſac, Voiture, &c. Tully did not, and there» 
fore theſe give us more pleaſure than any which 
have come down to us from antiquity. When we 
read them, we.pry into a ſecret which was intended 
to be kept from us. That is a pleaſure. We ſee 
Cato, and Brutus, and Pompey, and others, ſuch as 
they really were, and not ſuch as the gaping multitude 
of their own age took them to be, or as hiſtorians and 
poets have repreſented them to ours : that is-another 
pleaſure, I remember to have ſeen a proceſſion at 
Aix- la- Chapelle, wherein an image of Charlemagne is 
carried on the ſhoulders of a man, who is hid by the 
long robe of the imperial Saint. Follow him into 
the veſtry, you ſee the bearer ſlip from under the 
robe, and the gigantic figure dwindles into an image 
of the ordinary ſize, and is ſet by among other lum- 
ber I agree much with Pope, that our climate is 

ther better than that you are in; and perhaps your 
public ſpirit would be leſs grie ved, or oftner com- 
forted, here than there. Come to us, therefore, on 

viſit at leaſt, It will not be the fault of ſeveral 
ons here, if you do not come to live with us. 
But great good-will and little power produce ſuch 

low and feeble effects as can be acceptable to Hea- 

en alone, and heavenly men,——I know you will 

de angry with me, if I ſay nothing to you of a poor 
roman, Who is ſtill on the other ſide of the water 
2 a moſt languiſhing ſtate of health. If ſhe regains 
nength enough to come over (and ſhe is better 
thin a few weeks) I ſhall nurſe her in this farm 


ich all the care and tenderueſe poſſible: if ſhe does 


D 
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not, I muſt pay her the laſt duty of friendſhip where. 
ever ſhe 3s, though I break through the whole plan 
of life which I have form'd in my mind. Adieu. J 
am moſt faithfully and affectionately yours. 


e TC” OC 


Lord B. to Dr SWIFT. 
PR: | 7 Jan. 1730, -31. 
1 BEGIN my letter by telling you, that my wife has 
been returned from abroad about a month, and 
that her health, though feeble and precarious, i; 
better than it has been theſe two years. She is 
much your ſervant, and as ſhe has been her own 
phyſician with ſome ſucceſs, imagines ſhe could be 
yours with the ſame. Would to God you was with- 
in her reach. She would, I believe, preſcribe a great 
deal of the medicina animi, without having recourſe to 
the books of Triſmegiſtus. Pope and I ſhould be 
her principal apothecaries in the courſe of the cure; 
and though our beſt botaniſts complain, that few of 
_ the herbs and ſimples which go to the compoſition 
of theſe remedies, are to be found at preſent in our 
ſoil, yet there are more of them here than in Ireland; 
beſides, by the help of a little chemiſtry, the mot 
Noxious juices may become falubrious, and rank 
poiſon a ſpecific— Pope is now in my library with 
me, and writes to the world, to the preſent and fu 
ture ages, whilſt I begin this letter which he is to 
finiſh to you. What good he will do to mankind | 
know not; this comfort he may be ſure of, he can 
not do leſs than you have done before him. I have 
ſome times thought, that if ' preachers, hangmen, 
and moral writers keep vice at a ſtand, or ſo muck 
as retard the progreſs of it, they do as much as tur 
man nature admits ; a real reformation is not to | 


9 
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brought about by ordinary means: it requires thoſe 
extraordinary means which become puniſhments as 


well as leſſons: national corruption muſt be purged 


by national calamities—Let us hear from you. We 
deſerve this attention becauſe we defire it, and be- 


EY we believe that you deſire to hear from us. 


LETTER ALVIL 


Lord rennen to Dr SWIFT. 
- "Marci 29. 

1 HAVE delayed ſeveral poſts anſwering your 

letter of January laſt, in hopes of being able to 
ſpeak to you about a project which concerns us 
both, but me the moſt, ſince the ſucceſs of it would 
bring us together. It has been a good while in my 
head, and at my heart: if it can be get a- going, you 
ſhall hear more of it. I was ill in the beginning of 
the winter for near a week, but in no danger either 
from the nature of my diſtemper, or from the atten- 
dance of three phyſicians. Since that bilious inter- 
mitting fever, I have had, as I had before, better 
health than the regard I have paid to health de- 
ſerves, We are both in the decline of liſe, my dear 
Dean, and have been ſome years going down the hill; 
let us make the paſſage as ſmooth as we can. Let 
us fence againſt phyſical evil by care, andthe uſe of 
thoſe means which experience muſt have pointed out 
to us : let us fence agamſt moral evil by philo- 
ſophy. I renounce the alternative you propoſe; but 
we may, nay, (if we will follow nature, and do not 
work up imagination againſt her plaineſt dictates), 
we ſhall of courſe grow every year more indifferent 
to life, and to the affairs and intereſts of a ſyſtem 
out of which we are ſoon to go. This is much bet- 
ter than ſtupidity. The decay of paſſion ſtrengthens 
philoſophy; for paſſion may decay, and . E 
Vor. VII. M 5 
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not ſueceed. Paſſions (ſays Pope, our divine, as you f 
will ſee one time or other) are the gales of life: let 8 
us not complain that they do not blow a ſtorm, . 
What hurt does age do us, in ſubduing what we toil c: 

to ſubdue all our lives ? It is- now ſix in the morn- fi 
ing; I recall the time (and am glad it is over) 7 
when about this hour I uſed to be going to bed, ſur- n 

| feited with: pleaſure, or jaded with buſineſs ; my * 
| head often full-of ſchemes, and my heart as often m 
full of anxiety. 1s it a misfortune, think you, that hi 

F riſe at this hour, refreſhed, ſerene, and calm? ea 

| that the paſt, -and even- the preſent affairs of life, is 
6 ſtand like objects at a diſtance from me, where [ tit 
Yan keep off the diſagreeable ſo as not to be ſtrongly an 
affected by them, and from whence I can draw the ca 
others nearer to me ? Paſſions in their force would be 
bring all theſe, nay even future contingencies, about ey 

my ears at onee, and Reaſon would but- ill defend hy 

me in the Tcuffle. tie 

I leave Pope to ſpeak for himself, Sus : I'muſt tell ho 

ou how much my wife is obliged to you. She ſays, It 
ſhe*'would find ſtrength-enough to nurſe you, if you to 

was here, and yet, God knows, ſhe is extremely att 
weak. The flow fever works under, and mines the wo 
conſtitution 3 we keep it off ſometimes, but ſtill it ho! 
returns, and-makes new breaches before Nature can on. 
repair the old nes. I am not- aſhamed to ſay to a b 
you, that I admire her more every hour of my life: cor 
Death is not to her the King of Terrors: ſhe he- mo 
holds him witbout-the leaſt. When ſhe ſuffers much, lov 

ſe wiſhes for him: as a deliverer from pain; when ral 
life is tolerable, the looks on him with diſlike, cou 
becauſe he is to ſeparate her from thoſe friends to WI 
whom ſhe is more attached than to life itſelf. Jou 40 


ſlall not Ray ſor- my- next, as long as you have done 


FRO 


for this letter; and in every one Pope ſhall write: 
ſomething much better than the ſeraps of old philo- 
ſophers, which were the preſents, muns ſcula, that ſtoi- 
cal fop Seneca uſed to _ th oY n to his 
friend Lucilius. 

P. S. My Lord. has ſpoken ji ir. of his pu = 
not [ of my mother? Yeſterday was her birth-day, 
now entering on the ninety-firſt year of her age : her. 
memory much diminiſh'd, but her ſenſes very little. 
hurt, her ſight and hearing good :..ſhe-ſleeps not ill, 
eats moderately, drinks water, ſays her prayers; this 
is all ſhe does. I have reaſon to thank God for con- 
tinuing ſo long to me a very good and tender parent, 
and for allowing me to exerciſe, for ſome years, tho: 
cares hich are now as neceſſary v0 her as bers have 
been to me. An o ject of this ſort daily before one 3. 
eyes very ens the mind, but perhaps may 
hinder it from the willingneſs of contracting other. 
ties of the- like domeſtic nature, when one finds. 
how painful it is even to enjoy the tender . | 
I have formerly made ſome ſtrong. efforts to get and 
to deſerve a friend: perhaps it were wiſer never to 
attempt it, but live extempore, and look upon the . 
world only as a place to paſs thro”, juſt pay your 


hoſts their due, diſperſe a little charity, and hurry. - 


on. Yet I am juſt now writing (or rather planning) 
a book, to make mankind look upon. this life with 
comfort and pleaſure, and put mortality in good hy- 
mour.— And juſt now too, I am going to fee one I 
love very tenderly; and to-morrow to entertain ſeve- 
ral civil people, whom if we call friends, it is by the 
courteſy of England.—Sic, ſic juvat ire ſub umbras, 
While we do live, we muſt make the beſt of life, 
* . licet uſque (minus. via ladet) eamus, 
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as the ſhepherd ſaid in Virgil, when. PER 
ara. 4 am yours. f 


vo AT LES... XLVUI. 
Lord BOLINGBROKXE to Dr SWIFT. 


| Y OU may aſſure yourſelf, that if you come over 
this ſpring, you will find me not only got back 
into the habits of ſtudy, but devoted to that hiſtorical 
taſk which you have ſet me theſe many years. I 
am in hopes of ſome materials which will enable me 
to work in the whole extent of the plan I propoſe to 
myſelf. If they are not to be had, I muſt accommo- 
date my plan to this deficiency. In the mean time 
Pope has given me more trouble than he or I thought 
of; and you will be ſurpriſed to find that I have_ 
been partly drawn by him and partly by myſelf, to 
write a pretty large volume upon a very grave and 
important ſubject; that I have ventured to pay no 
regard whatever to any authority except ſacred au- 
thority; and that I have ventured to ſtart a thought 
which muſt, if it is puſh'd as ſucceſsfully as I think 
it is, render all your metaphyſical theology both ri- 
diculous and abominable. There is an expreſſion 
in one of your letters to me, which makes me be- 
lieve you will come into my way of thinking on this 
ſubject; and yet I am. perſuaded that divines and 
ſreethinkers would both be clamorous againſt it, if 
it was to be ſubmitted to their cenſure, as I do not 
intend that it ſhall. The paſſage I mean is that 
where you ſay, that you told Dr , the grand points 
of Chriſtianity ought to be taken as infallible reve- 
lations , Cc. 85 


* In this waxim all bigotted divines and free-thinking 
politicians agree; the one, for fear of diſturbing the eſta« 
bliſhed religion; the other, teſt that diſturbance ſhould 
prove inj..rivus to their adminiſtration of government. 


fon 
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It has happened that, whilſt I was writing this to 
you, the Doctor came to make me a viſit from Lon- 


don, where I heard he was arrived ſome time ago: 
he was in haſte to return, aud is, I perceive, in great 


haſte to print. He left with me eight difſertations , 


a ſmall part, as I underſtand, of his work, and de- 


ſired me to peruſe, conſider, and obſerve upon them 


againſt Monday next, when he will come down again, 
By what I have read of the two firſt, I find myſelf 
unable to ſerve him. The principles he reaſons upon 
are begged in a diſputation of this ſort, and the man- 
ner of reaſoning is by no means cloſe and conclufive. 
The ſole advice I could give him in conſcience, would 
be that. which he would take ill, aud not follow. I 
will get rid of this taſk as well as I can, for I eſteem 
the man, and ſhould be ſorry to FO him where 
I cannot ſerve him. 


As to retirement and exerciſe, your, notions are 
true: the firſt ſhould.not be indulged ſo much as to - 


render us ſavage, nor the laſt neglected ſo as to im- 
pair health : but I know men who, for fear of being, 
ſavage, live with all who will live with them; and 


who, to preſerve their health, ſaunter away half 


their time. Adieu: Pope calls for the paper. 


P. S. I hope what. goes before will be a ſtrong 88 


tive to your coming. God knows if ever I ſhall fee 
Ireland; I ſhall never deſire it, if you can be got 
hither, or kept here. Yet I think I ſhall be, too ſoon, 
a freeman, —Your recommendations I conſtantly give 
to thoſe you mention; tho' ſome of them I ſee but 
ſeldom, and am every day more retired, I am leſs* 
fond of the world, and leſs curious about it: yet no 


way out of humour, diſappointed or angry: tho in. 


| + Revelation examined with Candour. 
„„ 
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my way I receive as many injuries as my betters, 
but I don't feel them, therefore I onght hot to vex 
other people, nor even to return injuries. I paſs 


almoſt all my time at Dawley and at home. My Lord 


(of which I partly take the merit to myſelf) is as 
much eſtranged from politics as I am. Let philoſo- 
phy be ever ſo vain, it is leſs vain now than politics, 
and not quite ſo vain at preſent as divinity : I know 
nothing that moves ſtrongly but ſatire, and thoſe 
who are aſhamed of nothing elſe, are ſo of being ri- 
diculous. I fancy, if we three were together but for 
three years, ſome good might be done even upon. 
this age. | 
I know you'll deſire ſome account of my health: 
it is as uſual, but my ſpirits rather worſe. I write 
little or nothing. You know I never had either a 
taſte or talent for politics, and the world minds no- 
thing elſe. I have perſonal obligations which I wilt 
ever preſerve, to men of diflcrent ſides, and I wiſh 
nothing ſo much as public quiet, except it be my 
own quiet. 1 think it a merit, if | can take off any 
man ſrom grating or ſatirical ſubjects, merely on the 
ſcore of party: and it is the greateſt vanity of my 
life that I've contributad to turn my Lord Boling- 
broke to ſubjects moral, uſeful, and more worthy his 
pen. Dr 's book is what I can't commend ſo 
much as Dean Berkley's *, tho” it has many things 
ingenious in it, and is not deficient in the writing 
part; but the whole book, tho*-he meant it ad pr pu» 
lum, is, I think, purely ad clerum. Adieu. 


M Call'd The Minute Phitoſopher. 
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Dublin, March 19, 1729, 

DENY it. I do write to you according to the 
old ſtipulation; for, When you kept your old 
company, when I writ to one I writ to all. But J am 
ready to enter into. a new bargain fince you are got 
into a new world, and will anſwer all your letters. 
You are firſt to preſent my moſt humble reſpects to 
the Ducheſs of Queenſberry, and let her know that 
I never dine without thinking of her, although it be 
with ſome difficulty that I can obey her when I dine 
with forks that have but two prongs, and when the 
ſauee is. not very conſiſtent. You muſt likewiſe tell 

her Grace that ſhe is a general toaſt among all honelt 
folks here, and particularly at the Deanry, even in 

the face of my Whig ſubjects.— I will leave my mo 
ney in Lord Bathurſt's hands, and the management 
of it (for want of better) in yours: and pray keep 
the intereſt-money in a bag wrapt up and ſealed by 
itſelf, for fear of your own fingers under your care- 
leſneſs. Mr Pope talks of you as a perfect ſtranger ; 
but the different purſuits and manners and intereſts. 


* Found among Mr Gay's papers, and return'd to Dr 
Swift dy tae Duke of Queenſberry and Mr Pope. 
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of life, as Fortune hath pleaſed to diſpoſe them, will 
never-uffer thoſe to live togethes who, by their in . 
clinations, ought never to part. I hope, when you 
are rich enough, you will have ſome little economy 
of your own in town or country, and be able to give 
your friend a pint, of port; for, the dameſtic ſeaſon 
of life will come on. I had never much hopes of 
your. vampt play, although Mr Pope ſeemed to have, 
and although it were ever ſo good: but you ſhould. 
have done like the parſons, and changed your text, 
I mean the title, and the names of the perſons. Af-. 

ter all, it was an effect᷑ of idleneſs, for you are in the 
prime of life, when invention and judgment go toge- . 
ther. I wiſh you had 100 l. a-ycar more for horſes, — 
I ride and walk whenever good weather invites, and 
am reputed the beſt walker in this town and five 
miles round. I writ lately to Mr Pope: I with you 
had a little villakin in his neighbourhood ; but you 
are yet too volatile, and any lady with a coach and 
6x horſes would carry you to Japan. 


15 E T. T. 1 . Ls 
Dublin, Nov. 10, 36. 

Wars my Lord Peterborow, in the Queen's. 

time, went abroad upon his embaſſies, the mi- 
niſtry told me, that he was ſach a vagrant, they were 
forced to write at him by gueſs, becauſe they knew. 
not where to write to bim. This is my caſe with 
you; ſometimes in Scotland, ſometimes at Ham- 
walks, ſometimes Cod knows where. You arc a 
man of buſineſs, and not at leiſure for inſignificant. 
corteſpondence. It was I got you the employment 
of being my Lord Duke's premier miniftre :. for his 
Grace. having heard how good a manager you were 
of my revenue, thought you fit to be entruſted with. 


. 


ROM DR SWIFT, & ian 
den talents. I have had twenty times a ſtrong ineli- 


nation to ſpend a ſummer near Salifbury-downs, ha- 
ving rode over them more than once, and, with a 
young parſon of Saliſbury, reckoned twice the ſtones 
of Stonehenge, which are either nincty-two or nine 


three. I deſire to preſent my moſt humble ac 


knowledgments to my Lady Ducheſs in return of 


ber civility. I hear an ill thing, that ſhe is matre 
palchra ſilia pulchrior : I never ſaw ber fince ſhe was a 


girl, and would be angry ſhe ſhould excel her ma- 
ther, who was long my principal goddeſs. I deſire 


you will tell her Grace, that the ill management of 


forks is not to be belped when they are only biden- 


tial, which happens in all poor houſes, cſpecially 


thoſe of poets; upon which account à knife was ab» 


ſolutely neceſſary at Mr Pope's, where it was . morally 
impoſſible with a bidential fork to convey a morſel 


of beef, with the incumbrance of muſtard and tur- 
nips, into your mouth at once: and her Grace hath 


coſt me thirty pounds to provide tridents for fear of 
oſſending her, which ſum I deſitre ſhe will pleaſe to 


return me.— I am ſick enough to go to the Bath, but 


have not heard it will be good for my diſorder. 1 
have a ſtrong mind to ſpend my 200 l. next ſummer 


in France: I am glad I have it, for there is hardly 
twice that ſum left in this kingdom. You want no 


ſettlement (I eall the family where you live, and the 


foot you are upon, a ſettlement) till you increaſe your 
fortune to what will ſupport you with eaſe and plen- 
ty, a good houſe and a garden. The want of this I 
much dread for you; for I have often known a ſhe- 


couſin of a good family and ſmall fortune, paſſing 


months among all her relations, living in plenty, and 
taking her circles, till ſhe grew an old maid, and 


every body weary of her, Mr Pope complains of 
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feldom ſeeing you; but the evil is unavoidable, for 
different circumſtances of life have always ſeparated. 
thoſe whom friendſhip would join: God hath taken 
eare of this, to prevent any progreſs towards real 


bappineſs here, which would make life more deſire- 
able, and death too dreadful; Ehope you have now 
one. advantage that you always wanted before, and 


the want of which made your friends as uneaſy as it 


did-yourſelf; I mean the removal of that ſolicitude 


about your own affairs, which perpetually fill'd your 


thoughts, and diſturb'd. your converſation : for if it 
be true what Mr Pope ſeriouſly tells me, you will. 


have opportunity of ſaving every groat of the inte- 


reſt you receive; and ſo, by · the time he and you- 


grow weary of each other, you will be able to paſs 
the reſt of your wineleſs life in caſe and plenty, with 


the additional triumphal tomfort of never having re- 
cciv'd a penny from thoſe taſteleſs ungratefyl people 
from whom you deſerv'd. ſo much, and who deſerve. 


no better geniuſes than thoſe by whom they are ce- 
| Jebrated.—I$ you ſee Mr-Ceſar, preſent. my humble 
ſervice to him, and let him know that the ſerub- 


libel printed againſt me here, and reprinted in Lon- 


don, for which he ſhewed a kind concern to a friend 


of. us both, was written by myſelf; and ſent to a Whig · 
printer: it was in the ſtyle and genius of ſuch ſcoun-: 


drels, when the humour of libelling ran in this ſtrain 
againſt a friend of mine whom. you know. But my 
Paper is ended. 


I. E. T. R NN IJ. 


G Dublin, Nov. 19. 1730. 
1 WRIT-'to. you. a lang letter about a fortnight 
paſt, concluding you were in London, from 


whence 1 underſtood. one of your former was, dated 


FROM DR SWIFT, e, ugg 
not did I imagine you were gone back to Aimſbury 
ſo late in the year, at which ſeaſon I take the country 
to be only a ſcene for thoſe WhO have been ill uſed 
by a court on account of their virtues; which is a 
ſtate of happineſs the more valuable, becauſe it is 
not accompanied by envy, although nothing deſerves 
it more. I would gladly ſell a Dukedom to loſe fa, 
vour in the manner their Graces have done. I be- 
here my Lord Carteret, ſince he is no longer Lieu» 
tenant, may not wiſh me ill, and I have told him - 
often that I only hated him-as Lieutenant: I con- 

ers he had a genteeler manner of binding the chains 

or this kingdom than moſt of his predeeeſſors; and 1 

- WH confeſs at the fame time that he had fix times a re- 

gard to my recommendation, by preferring ſo many 

of my friends in the church; the two laſt acts of his 
farour were to add to the dignities of Dr Delany and 

Mr Stopford, the laſt of whom was by you ant. 

Mr Pope.put into Mr Pultney s hands, I bold you 

in my laſt, that a continuance of ' giddinefs. (though 

not in a violent degree) prevented my thoughts of 

England at preſent: for in my caſe a domeſtic life 

is neceſſary, where I can with the Centurion ſay to 

my ſervant, Go, and he goeth, and do this, and he doth 

i, 1now-hate all people whom I cannot command, 

and conſequently a Ducheſs is at this time the hate- 

fulleſt lady in the world to me, one only excepted, 
and I beg her Grace's pardon for that exception, for, 
in the way I mean, her Grace is ten thouſand times 
more hateful. I confeſs I begin to apprehend you 
ill ſquander my money, becauſe 1 hope you never 
leſs wanted it; and if you go on with ſucceſs for two 
cars longer, I fear I ſhall not have a farthing of it 
eft, The Doctor hath ill informed me, who ſays, 
bat Mr Pope is at preſent the chief poetical ſavou- 
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rite, yet Mr Pope himſelf talks like a philoſopher 
and one wholly retired. But the vogue of our few 
honeſt folks here is, that Duck is abſolutely to ſuc: 


_ ceed Euſden in the laurel, the contention being be- 


tween Concannen or Theobald, or ſome other hero 


aof the Dunciad. I never charged you for not talking, 


but the dubious ſtate of your affairs. in thoſe days 
was too much the ſubject, and I with the Ducheſs 
had been the voucher of your amendment. Nothing 
ſo much contributed to my eaſe as the turn of affairs 


after the Queen's death; by which all my hopes be- 
ing cut off, I could have no ambition left, unleſs [ 


would have been a greater raſcal than happened to 
ſuit with my temper. 1 therefore ſat down quietly 


at my morſel, adding only thereto a principle of 


hatred to all ſucceeding meaſures and miniſtries, by 
way of ſauce to reliſh my meat : and I confeſs one 
point of conduct in my Lady Ducheſs's life hath 
added much poignancy to it. There is a good Iriſh 
practical bull towards the end of your letter, where 
you ſpend a dozen lines in telling me you muſt leave 
off, that you may give my Lady Ducheſs room to 
write, and ſo you proceed to within two or three lines 
of the bottom; though I would have remitted you 
my 200 l. to have left place for as many more. 


To the DUCHESS. 


M ADAM, 

My beginning thus low is meant as a mark of re 
ſpec, 2 receiving your Grace at the bottom of the 
ſtairs. I am glad you know your duty; for it hath 
been a known and eſtabliſhed rule above twenty 
years in England, that the firſt advances hath been 


conſtantly made me by all ladies who aſpired to my 


acquaintance ; and the greater their quality, the 
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er were their advances : yet, I know. not by 
what weakneſs, I have condeſcended graciouſly to dit- 


penſe with you upon this important article: tho' 
Mr Gay will tell you that a nameleſs.perſon ſent me 


eleven meſſages before I would yield to a viſit; I 


mean a perſon to whom he is infinitely obliged, for - 
being the occaſion of the happineſs he now enjoys 
under the protection and favour of my Lord Duke 
and your Grace. At the ſame time, I cannot for- 


bear telling you, Madam, that you are a little impe- 


rious in your manner of making your advances. Yon 
fay, perhaps you ſhall not like me: I affirm you are 
miſtaken, -which I can plainly demonſtrate; for I 
have certain intelligence, that another perſon diſlikes 
me of late, with whoſe likings yours have not for 
ſome time paſt gone together. However, ,if I ſhall 
once have the honour to attend your Grace, I will 
out of fear and prudence appear as vain. as I can, 
that I may not know your thoughts of me. This ie 
your own direction, but it was needleſs; for Dio- 
.genes himſelf would be vain to have received the ho- 
nour of being one moment of his life in the nee 
of your Grace, - — 


L E 1 T E R III. 
Dublin, April 13, hr. 


”OUR Gtuation is an odd one; the Ducheſs is 8 1 


your treaſurer, and Mr Pope tells me you are the 
Duke's : and I had gone a good way in ſome verſes 


on that occaſion, preſcribing leſſons to direct your | ; 
conduct, in a negative way, not to do fo and ſo, C. 
like other treaſurers; how to deal with ſervants, 
tenants, or neighbouring ſquires, which I take to be 


courtiers, parliaments, and princes in alliance, and 


ſo the parallel goes on, but grows too mu to pleaſe 
You, VIII. N 


1 


virtue, and contempt of money, Cc. 
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me: T:prove that poets are the fitteſt perſons to be 
treaſurers and-managers to great perſons, from their 
Pray, why 
did you not get a new heel to your ſhoe ? unleſs yon 
would make your court at St James's by aſſecting to 


imitate the Prince of Lilliput.— But the reſt of your 


letter being wholly taken up in a very bad character 
of the Ducheſs, I thall ſay no more to nas but ap- 
ply. myſelf-to her Grace. 

Madam, ſinee Mr Gay affirms that you love to 
have your own way, and ſince ] have the ſame per- 


fection; I will ſettle that matter immediately, to 


prevent thoſe ill conſequences he apprehends. Your 
-Grace ſhall have your own way, in all places except 


your own houſe, and the domains about it. There 


and there only, I expect to have mine, ſo that you 


bave all the world to reign in, bating only two or 
three hundred acres, and two or three houſes in 


town and country. Iwill likewiſe, out of my ſpe- 
cial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, allow 
you to be an the right againſt .all human kind ex- 


' cept myſelf, and to be never in the wrong but when 


you differ from me. You ſhall have a greater priv- 


lege in the third article of ſpeaking your mind; 


which I :graciouſly:allow you now.and then to 


do even to myſelf, and only rebuke you when it does 


not pleaſe me. | 
Madam, I am now got av far as your bene 


letter, which having not read this fortnight (having 
been out of town, and not daring to truſt myſelt 
with the carriage of it) the preſumptuous manner in 
which you begin had ſlipt out of my memory: but 
I forgive you to the ſeventeenth line, where you 
begin to baniſh me for ever, by demanding me to 


anfxer all the good character ſame partial friends 
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Have given me. Madam, I have lived ſixteen years 
in Ireland; with only an intermiſſion of two ſummers - 
in England; and conſequently am fifty years older 
than I was at the Queen's death, and fifty thouſand: 
times duller, and fiſty million times more peeviſh, 
perverſe, and moroſe; ſo that under theſe diſadvan - 
tages I can only pretend to excel all your other ac- 
quaintance about ſome twenty bars length. Pray, 
Madam, have you aclear voice? and will you let me. 
ſit at your left hand at leaſt within three of-you, for 
of two bad ears, my right is the beſt? My groom 
tells me he likes your park, but your houfe is too 
httle, Can the parſon of the pariſh play at back - 
gammon, and hold his tongue? is any one of your 
women a good nurſe, if I ſhould fancy myſelf ſick 
for four and twenty hours? how many days will you 
maintain- me and my. equipage? When theſe Prev 
liminaries are ſettled, I muſt be very poor, very ſick, 
or dead, or to the laſt degree unfortunate, if I do not 
attend you at Aimſbury : for I profeſs you are the 
firſt lady that ever I deſired to ſee, fince the firſt of 
Auguſt: 171 4, and I have forgot the date when that. 
defire grew ſtrong on me, but I know I was not then 
in England, elſe I would have gone on foot for that 
happineſs, as far as to your houſe in Scotland. But: 
I can ſoon recollect the time, by aſking ſome ladies 
here the month, the day, and the hour when I began 
to endure their company? which, however, I-think- 
was a ſign of my ill- judgment, for I do not perceive 
they mend in any thing but envying or admiring. 
your Grace. I diſlike nothing in your letter but an 
aſſected apology for bad writing, bad ſpelling, and 
a bad pen, which you pretend Mr Gay found fault 
with, wherein you affront Mr Gay, you affront me, 
and you-affront yourſelf. Falſe og only ex- 
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cuſeable-in a chambermaid, for I would not pardon 
i in any of your waiting-women. —Pray God pre- 
ſerve your Grace and family, and give me leave to 
expect that you will be ſo juſt to remember me among 
thoſe who have the greateſt regard for virtue, good- 
neſs, pradence, courage, and generoſity; after which 
you muſt conclude that I am with the greateſt reſpect 
and gratitude, Madam, your Grace s moſt obedient 
ans moſt: humble ſervant, Ec. | ; 


To Mr. "FX 


hows zuſt-got yours of February 24, with a poſt- by 
ſcript by Mr Pope. I am in great concern-for him. e\ 
{find Mir Pope dictated: to you the firſt part, and to 
with great difficulty ſome days after added the reſt. ar 
J fee his weakneſs by his hand-writing, How much J. 
does his philoſophy exceed mine! I could not bear 


I wy fu 3 9. we. r 


to ſee him. 1 will write to him ſoon. hk 
ta 

E. ET BF: E R LIEB in 

Dublin, June 29, 1731. ſer 
E. VER Gs 1 received your letter I have. been 2 
2 


— upon a balance about going to England, and 
landing at Briſtol, to paſs a month at Aimſbury, as. =o 
the Duchefs hath given me leave; but many difh- 
culties have interfered. Firſt, I thought I had done yol 
with my law-ſuit, and fo did all my lawyers ; but ey 

my adverſary, after being in appearance a Prote- Jn 
ſtant theſe twenty years, hath declared he was al- * 


ways a Papiſt, and conſequently, by the law here, i s 
cannot buy, nor, I think, fell; f that I am at ſea 1 
again, for almoſt all I am worth. But I have {till a let 
worſe evil; for the giddineſs l was ſubject to, in- —— 


ſtead of coming ſeldom and violent, now conſtantly 
attends me more or kfs, though. in a more peaccable 


FROM DN SWIFT. K. wg 
manner, yet ſuch as will not qualify me to Ide 
among the young and healthy: and the-Ducheſs, in 
all her youth, ſpirit, and grandeur, will. makea very: 

ill nurſe, and her woman not much better. Valetu- 
dinarians- muſt live where they can command and 
ſcold; I muſt have horſes to ride, | muſt go-to bed 
and-riſe when I · pleaſe, and live where all mortals 
are ſubſervient to me. I muſt talk nonfenfe when 
I-pleaſe; and all who are preſent muſt commend it- 
I'muſt ride thrice a weck, and: Ty three or four 
miles beſides every day. | 

I always told you Mr _ was * for -nerking 
but to be a. rank courtier. I care not whether he 
ever writes to me or no. He and you may tell this 
to the Ducheſs, and I hate to ſee you ſo charitable, 
and ſuch a cully; and yet I love _ for "ys u 27 
Vam one myſelf. 

You- arc the ſillĩeſt lover in Chriſtendom̃: if you” 
like. Mrs ——, why do you not command her to 
take you? if ſhe does not, ſhe is not worth purſu- 
ing: you do her too much honour ;:the hath neither 
ſenſe nor taſte, if ſhe dares to refuſe you, though ſhe 
had ten thouſand pounds. I do net remember to 
have told you of thanks that you have not given, 
nor do I underſtand your meaning; and I am ſure I 
had never the leaſt thoughts of any myſelf. If lam 
your friend, it is for my own reputation, and from a 
t principle of ſelf-love, and I do ſometimes reproach 
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£ you for not honouring me 5 2 47 the world Eno 
. ve are friends. 
e, I ſee very well how matters 8 with the Ducheſs 


Wy in regard to me. 1 heard her ſay, Mr Gay, fill your 

4 letter to the Dean, that there may be no room for 
N me; the frolic is gone far enough, 1 have writ thrice, 
y I will do no more: if the man has a mind to come, 
le „ ES 
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let him come: what a- clutter is here? poſitively Þ. 


will, not write a ſyllable more. She is an ungrateful. 


Ducheſs, conſidering hau many. adorers. I have pro- 


cured her here, over and above the thouſands ſhe 
had. before. I cannot allow you. rich enough till, 
You are worth 700e l. which will bring you 300 per 


annuum, and this will maintain you, with the perqui-. 
ſite of ſpunging, while you are young; and, when, 
you are old, will afford you a pint of port at night, 


two ſervants, and an old maid, a little garden, and 
pen and ink provided you live in” the country.— 
NHave you no ſcheme either in verſe or proſe ? The 
Ducheſs ſhould keep you at hard meat, and by-that 
means force. you to wsite;. and io. I have done with, 
8 5 


Ks ax: 


Since I began to grow old, I have ſound all lads 
become inconſtant, without any reproach from their 
conſcience. If I wait on you, I. declare that one of 
your women (which ever it is that has deſigns upon 
a chaplain) muſt be my nurſe, if happen to be ſick 
or pceviſh at your houſe, and in that caſe you mult 
ſuſpend your domincering claim till I recover. Your 
omitting the uſual appendix to Mr Gay's letters hath 
done me infinite. miſchief here; for while you con- 
- tiaued them, you would wonder how civil the ladies 
here were to me, and how much. they have altered 
ſiace, I dare not confeſs that I have deſcended fo 
low as to write to your Grace, after the abominable 
neglect. you have been guilty of; for if they but ſu- 
ſpected it, I ould loſe them all. One of them, who 
had an inklia of the, matter, (your. Grace will hardly 
believe it), refuſed to beg my pardon upon her knees, 
for once negicating, do make my rice- milk. — Pray, 
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eonfider this, and do your duty, or dread the conſes: 
quence: I promiſe you ſhall have your will fix mi- 
nutes every hour at Aimſbury, and ſeven in Lon- 
don, while I am in health; but if I happen to be 
ſick, I muſt gobern to a ſecond. Yet properly ſpeak - 
ing, there is no man alive with ſo much truth and” 
reſpect your Grace's moſt obedient and devoted ſer- 


. TW 
Aug. 28, 731. 
70U a the Ducheſs uſe me-very ill; for, I pro- 
feſs, I cannot. diſtinguiſh the ſtyle or the hand- 
writing of either. 1 think her Grace writes more: | 
like you than herſclf, and that you. write more like. 
her Grace than yourſelf. I would fwear the. begin- 
ning of your letter. writ by the Ducheſs,. though it- 
is to paſs for yours; becauſe there is a; curſed lie in 
it, that ſhe is neither young nor healthy ; and, be- 
ſides, it perfectly reſembles the part ſhe owns. I will 


n likewiſe ſwear, that what I. muſt ſuppoſe is written 
k by the Ducheſs, is your hand; and thus. I am puzz- 
ſt led and. perplexed between you, but I will ga on in: 
ur the innocency of my own heart. I. am got eight; 
th miles from. our famous metropolis, to a country par- 
NY ſon's, to whom I lately. gave a city-living, ſuch as an 


ies Engliſh chaplain would leap at. I retized hither for 
ed the public good, having two great works in hand: 
ſo one to reduce the whole politeneſs, wit, humour, and 

le ſtyle of. England, into a thort ſyſtem, for the uſe of, 
ſu- all perſons of quality, and particularly the maids of 
rho honour *, 'The.other is of almoſt equal i importance; > 
aly I may call it the whole duty of ſervants, in about. 


* Wogſteff”s Dialogues of polite Conver tion, publiſhed 
as in is Üfe-time. 
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rwenty ſeveral ſtations, from the ſteward and wait- 
ing-woman, down to the ſcullion and pantry-boy * 
l believe no mortal had ever ſuch fair invitations, 
as to be happy in the beſt company of England. I a. 
with I had liberty to print. your letter with my 
own comments upon it. There was a fellow in Irc- 40 
land, who from a ſhoe - boy grew to be ſeveral times 40 
one of the chief governors, wholly illiterate, and K 
With hardly common ſenſe; a Lord - Lieutenant told 
the firſt King George, that he was the greateſt ſub- * 
| ject he had in both kingdoms; and truly this charac- d 
ter was gotten and preſerved By his never appear- 0 
ing in England, which was the only wiſe thing he di. 
ever did, except purchaſing {ixtcen thouſand pounds of 
a-ycar.——Why,. you need not ſtare;-ir is eaſily ap- fa 
plied; I muſt be abfent, in order to preſerve my. or 
credit with ber Grace. — Lo, here comes in the Du- we 
chefs again (I know her by her dd's; but am a fool Ml ... 
for diſcovering my art) to defend herſelf againſt my. Ml 
conjecture of what ſhe Taid. —Madam, I will imitate. tra 
your Grace, and write to you upon the fame line. on 
Jon it is a baſe un- romantic ſpirit: in me, to ſu- WM 6 
ſpend the honour of waiting at your Grace's feet, one 
till I can finiſh a paltry law-ſuit.- It conoerns indeed hi 
almoſt my. whole fortune; it is equal to half Mr me; 
Pope's, and two thirds of Mr Gay's, and about {ix qui 
weeks rent of your Grace's, This curſed accident eve 
Hath drill'd away the whole ſuramer; But, Madam, com 
underſtand one thing, that I take all youx ironical (to 
civilities in a literal ſenſe, and whenever J have the day 
konour to attend you, ſhall expect them to be lite- 
rally perform'ds though perhaps T ſhall find it hard 
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to prove your hand-writing in a court of juſtice ; but pub 
| | nin 

An imperfect thing of this kind, called Direction; 10 — 

Servants in generah, has been publiſhed ſince his death. men 
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that will not be much for your credit., How miſe- 
rably hath your Grace been miſtaken in thinking to 
avoid envy by running into exile, where it haunts 
you more than ever it did even at Court! Non to 
„ civitas, non regia domus in exilium miſerunt, ſed 
« tu utraſque.” 80 ſays Cicero, (ay your Grace 
knows), or ſo he might have ſaid. 

I am told that the Craftſman, in one of his papers, 
is offended with the publiſhers of (I ſuppoſe) the laſt 
edition of the Dunciad 3 and F was aſked whether 


of, but ſuppoſe it was the conſequence of ſome mi- 
ſtake. As to writing, I look on you juſtin the prime 


accidental ; ſome will- appear barren of hints and 
7 matter, but prove to be fruitful; and others the con- 
c- vary: and what you ſay is paſt doubt, that every 
e. one can beſt find hints for himſelf; though i it is poſ- 
„ WM ſible that ſometimes a friend may give you a lucky 
t, one juſt ſuited to your own imagination. But alk 
d WF this is almoſt paſt with me: my invention and judg- 
Ir nent are perpetually at fiſty-cuffs, till they have 
ix quite diſabled: each other; and the meereſt trifles I 
Wt 

n 


ever wrote are ſerious philoſophical lucubrations, in 


» {WH -ompariſon to what I now buſy myſelf about; as. 
al: (co ſpeak: in the author's pleaſe) the world may one 


ne day ſee *. 
Ce 
1d * His udierons: prediQian 1 was, ſince his death, and very- 


much to his diſhonour, ſeriouſly fulfilled, in collecting and 

publiſhing every folly that fell from his pen, in this decli- 

ning ſlate of his wit, as he himſelf repreſents it to be, 

and which the productions of it amply verify. This treat- 
ment of ſo great a genivs for a little paultry lucre, well 

delerves the indignation of Tae public, | 


FROM DR SWIFT; &: my 


you and Mr Pope were as good friends to the new. 
diſgraced perſon. as formerly ? This 1 knew nothing 


of life for it, the very ſeaſon when judgment and in- 
vention draw together. But ſchemes are perfectly 
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4 LETTERS TO AND 
LETTER LY. 


5 

0 

Sept. 1o, 1731. 8 
F your _— was on bertkbeck 1 am glad of it h 
on account of your health; but 1 know your l. 
arts of patching. up a journey between ſtage-coache; 
and friends coaches; for you are as arrant a cockney 1 
as any hofier in Cheapſide. One clean fhirt with A. 
two cravats, and as many handkerchiefs, make up 1 
your equipage; and as for a nightgown, it is clear 
from Homer that Agamemnon roſe without one. I BW ©* 
have often had it in my head to put it into yours, 
that you.ought to have ſome great work in ſcheme, 
which may take up ſeven. years to-finith, beſides two: 
or three under ones, that may add another thouſand 
pound. to your ſtock, and then I ſhalt be in leſs pain 
about you: I know you can find dinners, but-you. 
love twelve-penny coaches tos well, without conſider- 
ing that the intereſt of a whole thouſand pounds 
brings you: but half-a-crown a-day. I find a greater 
longing than ever to come amongſt you; and reaſon: 
good, when I. am teazed with Dukes and Ducheſſes Na 
for a viſit, all my demands complied with, and al Bp** 
v excuſes cut off. You remember, O happy Don 
Quixote! queens held his horſe, and ducheſſes 
11 pulled off his armour,” or ſomething to that pur- 
Wl poſe. . He was a meao-fſpirited fellow; I can fay ten 
1 times more; O happy, Cc. ſuck a- Ducheſs was de- 
LHgned to attend him, and ſuch a Duke invited him 
to command his palace. Nam iſtos reges cetero: 
« memorare nolo, hominum mendicabula: go read 
your Plautus, and obſerve-Strobilas vapouring aſter 
he had found the pot of gold. —I will have nothing 
to do with that Lady: 1 have long hated her on 
your — and the. A DIES © are fo for- 


FROM DR SWIFT, Sc. 168 
giving as not to hate her; however, ſhe has good 
qualities enough to make her eſteemed; but not one 
grain of feeling. I 6nly wiſh ſhe were a fool.—1 
have been ſeveral months writing near five hundred 
lines on a pleaſant ſubject, only to tell what my 


5 
e:; friends and enemies will ſay on me after I am dead *, 
5 I ſhall finiſh it ſoon, for 1 add two lines every week, 


th: {WI 42d blot out four, and alter eight. 1 have brought 
in you and my other friends, as well as enemies 
and detractors. —It is a great comfort to ſee how 
1 corruption and ill conduct are inſtrumental in unit- 
ing virtuous perſons and lovers of their country of 
all denominations: Whig and Tory, High and Low- 
church, as Joon as they are left to think freely, all 
jeining in opinion. If this be diſaſfection, pray 
od ſend me always among the diſaffected! and 1 
heartily wiſh you joy of your ſcurvy treatment at 
ourt, which bath given you leiſure to cultivate both 
public and private virtue, neither of them likely to 
ve ſoon met with within the walls of St James's or 
Veſtminſter.— But I muſt here diſmiſs you, that 1 
es ray pay my acknowledgments to the Duke for the 
a W'cat honour he hath done me. | 


* My LonD, | SS. 

we I could have ſworn that my 1 con. -Y 
_ ys able to preſerve me from vanity; of which 1 
ge-. Nie been in great danger to be guilty for ſome 
hin Ponths paſt, firſt by the conduct of my Lady Du- 


heſs, and now by that of your Grace, which had 
ke to ſiniſh the work; and I ſhould have certainly 
one about ſhewing my letters, under the charge of 
crefy, to every blab of my acquaintance, if I could 
Al 9: oh ie and N e b 
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have the leaſt hape of prevailing on any of them to 
believe that a man in ſo obſcure a corner, quite 
thrown out of the preſent world, and within a few 
ſteps of the next, ſhould receive ſuch condeſcending 
invitations from two ſuch perſons, to whom he is an | 
utter ſtranger, and who know no more of him than | 
what they have heard by the partial repreſentations ' 
of a friend. But, in the mean time, I muſt deſire 
your Grace not to flatter yourſelf, that 1 waited for 
your conſent to accept the invitation. I muſt be ig. 
norant indeed not to know, that the Ducheſs, ever 
ſince you met, hath been moſt politicly employed in 
encreaſing thoſe forces, and ſharpning thoſe arn; 
with which ſhe ſubdued you at firſt, and to which, 
the braver and the wiſer you grow, you will mor: 
and more ſubmit. Thus I knew myſelf on the {: 
cure fide; and it was a mere piece of good manner: 
to inſert that clauſe, of which you have taken the 
advantage: but as I cannot forbear informing your 
Grace that. the Ducheſs's. great ſecret in her art d 
government hath been to xeduce both your wills int 
one; ſo I am content, in due obſervance to the form: 
of the world, to return my moſt humble thanks to 
your Grace for ſo great a favour as you are pleaſc! 
to offer me, and which nothing. but impoſkbilitic 
hall prevent me from receiving, fince I am, with the 
greateſt reaſon, truth, and reſpec, my Lord, you! 
Grace's'moſt 3 GC. 


Ma D An, 
I have conſulted 'all the Wal in occult ſcienc 
of wy acquaintance, and have fat up eleven nig 
to diſcover the meaning of thoſe two hieroglyphi 
lines in your Grace's hand at the bottom of the l 
Aimſbury letter, but all in vain: only tis agree 
4 fit 5 | | 


„ cu wo. 


Ge! 
\ 


PROM DRSVI PT. % 


vhat the. language ie Cogtic; and a very profound 
Behmiſt aJures me the ſtyle is poetic, containing an 
invitation from-a very great perſon of the female ſes 
to a ſtrange kind of man whom ſhe never ſawʒ and | 
this is all I can find, which, after ſo many former in- 
vitations, will ever confirm me in that reſpec where · 
Win Madam, your Gzgce's moſt obedient, Cc. 


„ LvI. 


* Gar to Dr swr r. 


Dec, M 1731. 
you ata lain Mr Pope and 1 would 


not let yon ſpeak: vou may now be even. with 
me, and talte it out in writing. If you don't ſend to 
me now and then, the Poſt-office will think me of 
no confequence, for I have no correſpondent but you. 
You may keep as far from us as you pleaſe, you 
cannot be forgotten by thoſe who ever knew you, 
and therefore pleaſe me by ſometimes ſhewing that 
Lam not forgot by you. I have nothing to take me 
off from my friendſhip do you: F ſeek no new ac- 
quaintance, and court no favour; 1 ſpend no ſhil- 
lings in coaches or chairs to levees or great viſits; 
and, as I don't want the aſſiſtance of ſome that I 
formerly con verſed with, I will not ſo much as ſeem 
to ſeck to be a dependent. As to my ſtudies, I have 
not been entirely idle, though I cannot fay that I 
have yet perfected any thing. What I have done is 
ſomething in the way of thoſe Fables I have already 
publiſhed. All the money I get is by ſaving, ſo that 
by habit there may be ſome hopes (if J grow richer) 
of 'my-breoming a miſer. All miſers have their ex- 
caſes; the motive to my parſimony is independence. 
If T were” to be repteſented by the Ducheſs, (ſhe is 
loch a dewniegbt niggard for me), this character 

Vol.. VIII. "0 
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might not be allow'd me; but I really think I am 
covetous enough for any who lives at the court: 
end of the town, and who is as poor as myſelf; for 
J don't pretend that I ant equally ſaving with $—k; 
Mr Lewis deſired you might be told that he hath 
five pounds of yours in his hands, which he fancies 
you may have forgot; for he will hardly allow that 
a verſe- man can have a juſt knowledge of his own 
affairs. When you got rid of your law-ſuit, I was 
in hopes that you had got your own,' and was free 
from every vexation of the law; but Mr Pope tells 
me you are not entirely out bf your perplexity, the 
you have the ſecurity now in your own poſſeſſion; 
but ſtill your caſe is not ſo bad as Captain Gulliver's, 
who was ruined by having a decree for him with 
colts. I have: had an injunction for me againſt pi- 
rating bookſellers, -which I am ſure to- get nothing 
by, and will, I fear, in the end, drain me of ſome 
money. When I began this proſeeution, 1 fancied 
there would be ſome end of itz but the law (till goes 
on, and 'tis probable I ſhall ſome time or other ſee 
an attorney's bill as long as the bock. Poor Duke 
Diſney. is dead, and hath left what he had among 
his friends; among whom are Lofd. Bolingbroke, 
500 I.; Mr Pelham, 500 1; Sit William Wyndham“ 
youngeſt ſon, oo I; Gen. . 500 en Ma- 
ſham's ſon, 300 l. 
Vou have the god wiſhes of thoſe 1 — 
with; they know they gratify me, when they re. 
member you; but I really think they do it purely 
for ybur on fake. I am ſatisſied with the love and 
friendſhip of good men, and envy not the demerits 
of thoſe who are moſt conſpicuouſly diſtinguiſhes. 
Therefore as l ſet a juſt value upon your friendſhip, 
You eannot pleaſe me „ me no * 
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FROM DR4SW19 T, 42 1 


then know that you remember me, (the only aui. 
faction of diſtant friend ) nts 
P. S. Mr Gay's is a good letter, mine will "Tt 2 | 

very dull one; and yet what you will think the 
worſt of it, is what ſhould he its excuſe, that. I write 
id an headach which has laſted three days. I am 

never ill but I think of your ailments, and repine 
that they mutually hindet our being together: tho; 
in one point l am apt to differ from. you, for you 
ſhun your friends when you are in thoſe eircumſtan-: 
ces, and I deſire them; your way is the more gene? 


rous, mine the more tender. Lady —— took your 


letter very kindly, for I had prepared her to expect 
no anſwer under a twelvemonth; but kindneſs per- 


haps is a word not applicable to courtiers. However, 


the is an extraordinary woman there, who will do 
you common juſtice. For God's ſake why all this 
ſcruple about Lord 6— s keeping your horſes, 

who has a park or about my keeping you on 2 
piat of wine a- day? ve are infinitely richer than au 
imagine: John Gay ſhall help me to entertain you, - 

though you come like King Lear, with fifty, knights, 
Though ſuch proſpects as I wiſh, cannot now be 

formed for fixing you with us, time may provide bet- 

ter before you part again: the old I. ord may die, hg 

benefiee, may drop, or, at worſt, you may carry me 
into Ireland. You will ſee a work of Lord B 
and one of mine; which, with a juſt neglect of the 
preſent age, conſult only poſterity; and, with a noble 
ſcorn of politics, aſpire. ta philoſophy. I am glad 
you reſolve to meddle no mare. with the low concerng, 
and intereſts of parties, even of countries (for coun» 
tries are but larger parties); Did verum atque decens 
curare, ef rogare, noſtrum ſit, I am much pleaſed with 
your deſign W pray Giſh, 

O 2 
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it . I am happy whenever you join our nates to 
gether; ſo would Dr Arbuthnot be, but ut this time 
| kefean be pleaſed with nothing; for his darling ſon 
FW — 
received this morning. 
= 2 K It 
might have been a ſeaſonable fatire upon the ſcan- 
dalous langnage and paſſion with which men of 
condition have ſtooped to treat one another: ſurely 
they ſucriſice too murh to the people, when they ſa · 
etifice their own characters, families, t. to the di- 
verſion of that rabble of readers. I agree with you 
in my contempt of moſt popularity, fame, c. even 
às à writer 1 am cool in it, and whenever you fec 
_ what I am now writing, you'N be convinced I would 
pleaſe” but a few, and (if 1 could) make mankind 
leſs admirers, and greater reaſoners . ſtudy much 
more ko render my on portion of being eaſy, and 
to keep this peeviſh frame of the human body in 
god humour. Tnfirmities have not quite untanned 
me, and it will delight you to hear they are not in- 
cteaſed, though not 'dimititfhed. TYhank God, I do 
not very much want people to attend me, though 
my mother now cannot. 'When I am fick, I ly 
down; when I am better, I riſe up: I am uſed to 
the head- ach, Cr. if greater pains arrive, (ſuch a 
my late rheumatiſm), the fervatits bathe and- plaſter 
me, or the ſurgeon ſcarifies me, and I bear it, becauſe 
I muſt; Fhis is the evil of Nature, not of Fortune. 
J am juſt now as well as when you was here :- I pray 
God you were no worſe. ors wilh my life 


484 bo 


25 '® The poem. en his own death, formed upon a maxim of 
Rochefoucaulr, It is one of the beſt of * performances; 
hat very churacteriſtic. 

— 2 tuths Bioe.an Mon. | 
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Dublin, May 5 32. 8 
1* A* nb as the” as when. you wrt. your. etter, 

and almoſt as lame as your letter itſelf, for want 
of that limb from my Lady Ducheſs, which you pro- 
miſed, and without which 1 wonder how it could 
limp hither. 1 am not in a condi ition to make a 


true ſtep even on Aimſbury Downs, and I declare 


that a corporeal falſe ſtep is: worſe than a political 
one; nay, worſe than a thouſand political ones, for 
which T appeal to courts and miniſters, who hobble 
on and proſper, without the ſenſe of feeling, . 10 
talk of riding and walking i is inſulting me, for. T can 
as ſoon fly as do either. It. is your. pride and la- 


ꝛineſs, more than chair-hire, that makes the town | 


expenſive... No, honour is loſt by. walking i in the 


dark; and in the day, ou may beckon a black | 


guard-boy; under a gate, near your viltiog-place, | 
6 experio erede ), fave elevenpence, and get half a 
crown's worth. of health The. worſt of my preſent 
misfortune is, that I eat and drink, and can digeſt - 
neither for want of exerciſe; and, to increaſ my. 
miſery, the knaves are e dure: to. find me at home, and 
make huge void ſpaces i in my cellars. I eongratulate 
with you for Iofing your great acquaintance z in ſuch 
a caſe, philoſophy, teaches. that we muſt ſubmit, 

be content with good ones. I like Lord Corabury” 6 


refuſing his penfion, but I demur at his being elect- 


ed lor Oxford; which, I conceive, why haue. 
nn 0 3 | 
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and entirely devoted de new prinriplesy'fo- it ape 
peared to me the two laſt times I was there. 

I find: by the whole caſt of your letter that you 
are as giddy and as volatile as ever, juſt the reverſe 
of Mr Pope, who hath always loved a domeſtic life 
from his youth. I was going to with you had ſome 
little place that you could call your on; but; I pro- 
feſs, I do not know you welt cnough-to contrive any 
one ſyſtem of life. that would pleaſe. you. You pre- 
tend to preach up riding and walking to the Ducheſs; 
yet, from my knowledge of you after twenty years, 
vou always joined a violent defire of perpetually 
ſhifting places and company, with a.rgoted lazineſs, 
and an utter impatience ( of fatigue. A coach and 


| fix horſes: is the utmoſt exerciſe you. can bear, and. 


this only when you can fill it with ſuch company as. 


is beſt ſuited to your taſte, and how glad would you 


be if it could waft you. in the air to avoid jolting! 
while 1. who am ſo. much later i in life, can, or at 
teaſt could, ride $590 miles on a trotting horſe. You. 


- mortally hate writing, only. becauſe it is the thing 


you chiefly ought to do, as well to keep up the 
vogye you have in the world, as to make you eaſy 
in your fortune, You are merciful ta every thing 
but money, your beſt friend, whom you, treat with 
inhumanity. Be affured, 1 wilk/hire people to.watch 
all your motions, and to return me a faithful ac- 
count. Tell me, have you cured your abſence of 
mind? cai you attend to trifles ? can you at Aimſ. 
bury writ domeſtic libels to divert the family and. 
neighbouring ſquires for five miles round or ven- 
ture ſo far on horſeback, without apprehending a 
ſtumble at every ſtep? can you ſet. the ſootmen a- 
laughing as they wait at dinner? and do the Du- 
cheſs's women admire Jour; wit ? in what eſleem are 
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you with the Vicar of the-pariſh? ear you play with. 
bim at dack-gaminon ? have the farmers found out 
that you cannot diſtinguiſh rye from barley,” or an 
oak from a crub trete i Yo GR chat know. 
the full. extent of your countrydkill is in fiſhing for. 
waches, or-gudgeons at the higheſt. 

I love: t0 do you good offices with your friends, 
and therefore deſire you will ſhow this letter to the 
Ducheſs, to improve her Grace's good opinion of. 
your qualifications, and. convince her how uſeful you 
are like to be in the family. Her. Grate ſhall have 
the honaur- of my correſpondence again when' ſhe - 

goes to Aimſbury. Hear a piece ef Iriſh news; I bu- 
— Meredith's father laſt night 
in my Cathedral; he was ninety- ſix years ald; fo that 
Mrs Pope may live ſeven years lobgers You faw- 
Mr Pope in health, pray is he generally more healthy. 
than. when I was amongſt you? I would know how 
your own health is, and how: much wine you drink 
m a day? My ſtint. in company is a pint at noon, 
and half as much at night, hut I often dine at home 


7 L 
N r., 


like a bermit, and then I drink little or none at all. 


Jet I diffur from you, for I would have ſociety, if 1. 
— iO: 9 of middle ander bang. 


7 H 


1 * * T, E * LVIIE- 
Situ; * © Dublin, July 10, 732. 


1 HAD: . by Mr Ryves à long time {IG 


-the date, for I ſuppoſe he ſtayed long in the way. 
vam glad you determine upon ſomething; there is 
no writing I eſteem; more than fables, nor any thing 
ſo diffieuk to ſucceed in, which, however, you have 
done-excellgntly well, and I have often admired yout 
. Thave 
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frequently endeavour' d at in vain. I remember l 


ated. as yqu ſeem to hint; I ſound a moral firſt, and 
ſtudied far a fahle, but. could do nothing that pleaſed 
me, and. ſo left off that ſcheme for ever. I remem; 
ber one, which was to repreſent what ſcoundrels riſe 
in armies by a long war, wherein, I ſuppos d, the 
Lion was engaged, and having Jolt all his animals 
of worth, at laſt Serjeant Hg came to be Brigadier, 
and Corporal Aſs a Colonel, Cc. I agree with you 
likewiſe about getting ſomething by the ſtage, which, 
when it ſucceeds, is the beſt erop ſor poetry in Eng- 
land; but, pray, take ſome new-ſcheme, quite dit: 
ferent. from any, thing you: have. already touched. 
The preſent humour of the players, who hardly (a: 
I yas. told. in. London) regard any new play, and 
your preſent ſituation 2 the Court, are. che difficul- 
ties to be overcome; but thoſe circumſtances, may 
have altered (at leaſt the former). ſince I left you 


My ſcheme was to paſs a month at Aimſbury, and 


then go to Twickenham, and live a winter between 


that and Dawley, and. ſometimes at Riſkins, with . 
out going to London, where I now can have no oc - 
caſional lodgings : but I am not yet in any condi - 


tion for ſuch removals, I would fain have you get 
enough againſt you grow old, to have two or three 


ſervants about you and a convenient houſe. It is 
hard to want thoſe Jubſidia Jenefluti,, when a man 


grows. hard to pleaſe, and few people care whether 


he; be pleaſed or no, I have a large houſe; yet I 


ſhould hardly prevail ta find one viſiter, if I were 


not able to hire him with a bottle of wine: ſo that, 


when I am not abroad on borſeback,, f generally dine 
alone, and am thankful if a friend will paſs the 
evening with me. Lam now with the remamder 0 
mw Pio before me, 2 your: health and 
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1 i the ſecond and thief is\ to my Tunbridge-aoquaitt> 
d tance,'my Lady Ducheſs—and I tell you that I fear 
ed my Lord Bolingbroke and Mr Pope (a'couple of. phi- 
n. loſophers) would ſtarve me, for even of port wine > 
iſe Wl 1 ſhould require Half u pint a day, and as much at 


be night; and vou are growing as bad, unleſs your Duke 4 
als WH and Ducheſs have mended; you. Yourchoticis owing |} 
er, ꝛo intemperance of the 'philoſophical kind ; you eat | 
ou without care, and if you drink lefs than I, you drink g 
ch, 100 little. But your inattention I cannot pardon, 

Lg becauſe I imagined the caufe was removed, for 1 8 
li. chought it lay in your forty millions of ſchemes by 1 
ed. Wl court - hopes aid court- fears. Yet Mr Pope has the 
(a1 Wl Game defect, and it is of all others the moſt mortal 


nd to converſation; neither is my Lord Bolingbroke 
ul. ontinged with it: all for want of my rule, Vue In 
ay lagatelle! but the Doctor is the King of inattention. 
ou. What a vexatious life ſhould 1 lead among ybu! If” 
ud dhe Ducheſs be a revctſe, I wilł never come to Aimſ- 


den bury; or, if 1 do, 1 will run away from you both, t 
the . ane of ber women, and the W 


di- . MADAK;- „„ * | 
get I mention d ORR to Mr Gay of a Tanbridge 
res acquaintance, whom we ſorget of courſe when” 
35 i return to town; und yet I am affured that if 
aan meet again next ſummer, they have a better title ta 
ber i reſume their commerce. Thus 1 look on my right. 
et Io correſponding with your Grace to be better eſta- 
ere bliſied upon your veturn to Ainiſbury ; and I Thall 
vat, at this time deſcend to forget, or at leaſt ſuſpend my 
ine BY reſentments of your neglect all the time you were in 
tne I London. I ſtill keep in my heart, that Mr Gay had 
7 00 BY v0 Woßer turned bis back, than you' left the place: 


aud BY u has letter void, which he had commanded you te, 
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all; though your guilt confounded you ſo far that 
you wanted*preſence of mind to blot out the lat 
line, where that command ſtared you in the face 
But it is my misfortune. te quarrel with all my ac- 
quaintance, and always eome by the worſt; and For 
tune is ever againſt me, but ngver ſo much as by 
purſuing me out of mere partiality to your Grace, for 
which you. are to anſwer. By your connivance, ſhe 
hath pleaſed, by one tumble on the ſtairs, to give 
me a lameneſs: that fix months. have not been able 
perfectly to cure: and thus I am prevented. from re- 


venging myſelf by continuing a month at Aimſbury, 


and breeding confuſion in your Grace's family. No 


diſappointment through my whole life. hath been ſo 


vexatious by many degrees; and God knows whether 


I ſhall ever live to ſee the inviſible Lady to whom 


I was obliged for ſo. many favours, and whom I never: 
beheld ſince ſhe was a bratt in hanging ſlee ves. I 
am, and ſhall be ever, with the greateſt reſpect and 


8 e Grace's why amen 
molt humble, &. 4 


* . * K LIK |. 
' Dublin, Aug. 12, 3932, 

1 k NOW not ot what bey to the account of you 

ſte wardſhip, and, it is monſtrous to me, that the 
South-ſea ſhould pay half their debts at. one clap, 
But I will fend for the money when. you put me in- 
to the way, for I ſhall want itchere, mx affairs being 
in a bad condition by the miſeries ot the kingdom, 
and my own private fortune being wholly.cmbroiled, 
and worſe than ever; ſo that I ſhall oon petition the 
Ducheſs, as an object of charity, to lend me. three 
ur ſour thouſand pounds to keep up my dignity. 


1D r T, roy. 


vine which wilt mpore een gene,  proviſe fiu- 


for I will conſtrue frugis to be wine. You are young 


ad 
all “ gis in annum copia,” Horace deſired no more; 
CA 

ac» 


enough to get ſome lucky hint; which muſt come by 


chance, and it ſhall be a thing of importance, 


or- 
by quod et hunc in annum vivat et in plures, and 
for Ml you hall not finiſh it in haſte, and it ſhall be di- 


he N verting, and uſefully ſatirieal, and the Ducheſs 
ive Bi ſhall be your critie; and betwixt you · and me, I do 
ble not find ſne will grow weary of you till this time 


re: ſeven years. I had lately an offer to change for an 


Engliſh living, which is juſt too ſhort by 300 J. 


pin mohey before E can eonfent. I want to be miniſter 
her if 2 Dawley, Nwiekenham, Riſkins, and 


tompany z I mean the Ducheſs and you, who are 


dear Dr D+ly has got a wife with 1600 l. a- year; 
houſand; I wiſh-you' would enquire of ſuch a one 


odly books! I profeſs ł envy you above all men in 


ngland; vo want nothing but three th | "Py 1 
im Wounds more, to keep you in plenty when your 


eing riends grow. weary” of you ;-'to prevent which laſt . 
il at Aimſbury, you muſt learn to domincer and 
: peeviſh, / to ſimd fault with their victuais and 
nak, to chide and direct the ſervants, with ſome 


ace iber leſſdus, which. Uhall teach you; and always 
ity. Wratiſed myſelf with ſucceis. 1 beliers 1 formerly 
s of {WOclred to/know-whether:the Vicar of Aimſbury can 


4 


year; and that muſt be made up out of theDucheſs's 


ndary'of Weſtminſter, elſe I will not ſtir a ſtep, 
but content myſelf with making the Ducheſs miſe- ; 
able three months next ſummer. - But 1 keep ill 


both out of favour; and ſo I ſind am I, by a few 
erſes wherein Pope and you have your parts. Lo 


who am his governor, cannot take one under two 


n ydur neighbourhood. See what it is to write 


—— — 


A n 
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* Gentleman-uſher;” and of the fame diſpeſition 
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months converſing, - Your pen is always more natu 
ral, and ſincere and unaſſected than your tongue 
in writing you are. too lazy to give yourſelf the 


ereet enough to live alone, but he is too diſcrect ! 


* N * 22 FLW. >. 
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| 23 againſt my old maxims, I writ firſt to you 


upon yourireturn to Tunbridge, ] beg that this con- 
deſcenſion of mine may go no fatther, and that you 
will not pretend to make à preerdent of it. I never 
knew any man cured of any inattention, although 


the pretended cauſes were .removed., When I wa 


with Mr Gay laſt in London, talking with him upon 
ſume poetical ſubjects, he would anſwer; Well, 


« am determined not to accept the employment of 


were: all my poetical friends; and i you cannot curt 
. him, I utterly deſpair. As to yourſelf, I will far 
to you (though compariſons be vdious) what 1 fad 
to the , that your qualiry ſhould be never any 
motive of eſteem to me. My compliment was then 
tot, but it wilt not be ſo to you. For I know you 
more by any one of your letters than I, could by ſi 


trouble af acting a part, and have indeed acted i 
indiſereetly that I have you at mercy: and althoug) 
you ſhould arrive at ſuch à height of immorality a 
to deny your hand, yet, whenever I produce it, ti 
| world will unite in core e 104 ee 0 
- you only). 

I will anſwer your e Me Gay is 01 d 


bve alone; and yet (unleſs. you mend him) he d 
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on, bf [live lone even in your Grace's qagmpany... Your 
| with eacho ther upon the abject of bread 
and butter, is the moſt uſual thing in the world; 
parliaments, courts, cities, and kingdoms, ,quazrel 
for no other cauſe : from hence, and; from. hence 
only, ariſe all the quarrels hetween Mhig and Tory: 
between thoſe who are in the miniſtry, and thoſe 
who are out; Between all pretenders to employment 
in the church, the law, and the army : even the 
common proverb teaches you this, when we ſay, It 
is none of my bread and butter, mraning it is no bu- 
ſmeſs of mine. Therefore I deſpair of any recon- 
eilement between you till the aſſair of bread and but- 
ter be adjuſted, wherein I would gladly be a media · 
tor. If Mahomet ſhould come to the mountain, how 
happy would an excellent lady be, ho lives a few 
miles from this town? As I was telling of Mr Gay's 
way of living at Aimſbury, ſhe offered fifty guineas 
to have yow'both at her houſe for ont hour over 
bottle of Burgundy, which we were then drink- 
ing. To your queſtion I anſwer, that your Grace 
ſhould pull me by the ſleeve till you tore it off; 
and when you ſaid you were weary of me, I would 
pretend to be deaf, and think (according to an- 
other proverb) that you tore my eloaths to keep me 
from going I never will believe one word you ſay 
of my Lord Duke, unleſs I ſee three or four lines in 
his own hand at the bottom of yours. I have a con- 
cern in the whole family, and Mr Gay muſt give me 
a particular account of every branch, for I am not 
aſhamed'of you though you be Duke and Ducheſs, 


III 


S. 


* F 


not doubt but even your o.] erviars love you, 

even down to your poſtilions; When I come to Aimſ- 

bury,” before 1 n Grace I will have an hours 
.. P 


# 


though I have beenof others who are, Ce. and Ido "mm 


%s LETTERS TO AND 
"converſation" th the vicar, who will tell me how 
 *familiarly* you talk to Goody Dobſon and all the 
- neighbours; as if you were their equal, "ul that 
you were godmother to her ſon Jacky. 

Lam, and ſhall be ever, with the greateſt roſes, 
: your n 5 en obedient, Sc. er 11) 


Ln T TA A * 


nn Dublin, OR; 3, f. 

15 USUALLY. write to friends after a pauſe of a 
few weeks, that T may not interrupt them in 
better company, better thoughts, and better diver 
-fions, I believe I have told you of a great man, 
who ſaid to me, that he never once in his life recei- 
ved a good letter from Ireland: for which there are 
_-reaſons enough without affrontingour underſtandings: 
for there is not one perſon out of this country, who 
regards any events that paſs here, unleſs he hath an 
eſtate or employment. I cannot tell that you or 
ever gave the leaſt provocation tothe preſent mini- 
ſtry, and much leſs to the court; and yet I am ten 
- times more out of favour than you. For my own 
part, I do not ſee the politic of opening common let- 
ters, directed to perſons generally known ; for a man's 
-underſtanding would be very weak to convey ſecrets 
by the poſt, if he knew any, which, I declare, I do 
not: and, beſides, I think the world is already ſo well 
informed by plain events, that I queſtion whether 
the miniſters have any ſecrets at all. Neither would 
I be under any apptchenſions if a letter ſhould be 
ſent me full of treaſon; becauſe I eannot hinder 
people from writing what they pleaſe, nor ſending it 
to me; and although it ſhould be diſcovered to have 
been opened before it came to my hand, I would 
only burn it and think no further. I- approve of the 


— 


Aly 


ſgheme you. have to grow ſomewhat richer, though, I. 
agree, you will meet with diſcouragements; and it 


is reaſonable you ſhould, conſidering what kind of; | 


pens are at this time only employed and encouraged; . 

for you muſt allow: that the, bad painter was, in the. 
right, who, having painted a cock, drove away all. 
the cocks and hens, and even the chickens, for fear ; 
thoſe who paſſed by his ſhop might make a compa». 
riſon with his work. And I will ſay one thing. in 
ſpite of the poſt-officers, that ſince Wit: and Learn 


ing began to be made uſe of in our. kingdoms, they, 


were neyer profeſſedly thrown aſide, contemned, and 
punithed, till within your own. memory; nor dulneſs. 
and ignorance ever 1a, openly encouraged. and pro-. 


moted. In anſwer ta what you ſay. of my living 


among you, if I could do it to my eaſe; perhaps you. 
have heard of. a ſcheme. for an ne in Berkſhire 
ficulty of adjuſting certain 2 it would 
not anſwer. Lam at a time of life that ſeeks eaſe 
and independence; you'll hear my reaſons. when you 
ſee thoſe friends, and I concluded them with ſayin 
That I would rather be a freeman among Haves, ; 
than a ſlave among freemen. The dignity of my, 
preſent ſtation damps the pertneſs of inferior puppies, 
and ſquires, which, without plenty and eaſe on your, 
ade the channel, wan break my N = a month, 


4+ 


MADAM, OY | 

ee what it. is to live where 1 do... . Lam utterly | 115 
norant of that ſame Strado del Poe; and yet, if that 
author be againſt lending or giving money, I cans, 
not but think! him a good courtier; which, I am ſure, 
your Grace is not, no not ſo much as to be a maid 
& honour; for I am certainly informed that you, 
ZE ol OK. 
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are neither a Freethinker, nor can ſell bargains; that 


you can neither ſpetl, nor talk, nor write, nor think 
like a courtier; that you pretend to be reſpected for 
qualities which have been out of faſhion ever ſince 
you were almoſt in your cradle; that your contempt 


for a fine petticoat is an infallible mark of difaffec- 


tion; which is further confirmed by your ill-taſte for 
wit, in preferring two old-faſhioned poets before 
Duck or Cibber. Beſides, you ſpell in fach a man- 
ner as no court-lady can read, and write in ſuch an 
old-faſhioned ſtyle as none of them can underſtand. 
Lou need not be in pain about Mr Gay 's ſtock of 
health. I promiſe you he will ſpend it all upon le 
zineſs, and run deep in debt by a winter's repoſe 
in town; therefore I entreat your Grate will order 
him to move his chops lefs and his legs more the fix 
cold months, elſe he will fpend all his money in 
phyfic and coach-hire. I am in much perplexity 
about your Grace's declaration, of the manner in 
which you diſpoſe what you call your love and re- 
ſpect, which, you ſay, are not paid to merit but to 
= own humour. Now, Madam, my misfortune 

that 1 have nothing to plead but abundance 
of merit, and there goes an ugly obſervation, that 
the humour of ladies is apt to change. Now, Ma- 
dam, if 1 ſhould go to Aimſbury with a great load 
of merit, and your Grace happen to be out of hn- 
mour, and will not purchaſe my merchandize at the 
price of your reſpect, the goods may be damaged, 
and nobody elſe will take them off my hands. Be- 
ſides, you have declared Mr Gay to hold the firſt 
part, and I but the ſecond; which is hard treatment, 
fince I ſhall be the neweſt acquaintance by fome 
years; and I will appeal to all the reſt of your ſer, 
whether fuch an innovation ought to be allowed? I 
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ſhould be ready to ſay in the common forms, that I 
was much obliged to the Lady who wiſlied ſhe could 
give the belt living, c. if I did not vehemently ſu- 
ſpect it was the very ſame lady who ſpoke many 
things to me in the ſame ſtyle, and alſo with regard 
to the gentleman at your elbow when you writ, 
whoſe dupe he was as well as of her waiting- y dman; 
but they were both arrant knaves, as I told him 
and a third friend, though they will not believe it to 
this day. I deſire to preſent my moſt humble re- 
ſpects to my Lord Duke, and with my heartieſt 
prayer for the proſperity of the whole _ remain : 
your Grages, &c. | 1 


| rev Pore. 


Dublin, Jane 12, 131. 

[DOUBT habit; hath little power to reconcile us a 

* with ſickneſs attended with pain. With me, the 5 
lowneſs of ſpirits hath a moſt unhappy effect; 1 am 
grown leſs patient with ſolitude, and harder to be. 
plcas'd with company; which 1 could formerly gte 
ter digeſt, when I could be cafier without it than af. 
preſent, As to ſending you any thing that 1 have 
witten ſince I left you, (either verſe or proſe), 1 łan 
only fay that I have order'd, by my will, that all 
my papers of any kind ſhall be deliver d you to dif _ 
poſe. of as you pleaſe. I have ſeyeral things that I 
have had ſchemes to finiſh, or to attempt, but 1 ve- 
17 fooliſhly put off the trouble, as ſinners do their 
˖ repentance; for 1 grow every day mare'averſe from 
writing, which is very natural; and, when I take a 
den, fay to myſelf a thouſand times, non eff "BY 
As to thoſe papers of four or five years paſt, that 
1 Wo are pleas'd to r ſoon; they conſiſt of little 

73 


' n 


er a 
"RS; 132 5 x 
. * 
„ * 
4 * 7 
* 


W * 2 
"0 * * V. Fa, He > 
Et SB 


N * © F 1 8 ; > n oy 
* * Y Loa” . N 
+> + © o * ey # : 
0 A 5 4 
1 — * 4 4 1 


OF * REI > 2. 2 ＋ * $a 
r ö 


144 LETTERS NO AND 
aceidental things writ in the country; family amuſe (I- 
ments, never intended further than to divert our- ſen 
ſelves and ſome neighbours; or ſome effects of anger * 
on publie grievances here, which would be infigni- but 
ficant out of this kingdom. Two or three of us had be: 
a fancy, three years ago, to write a weekly paper, onl) 
and call it an. intelligence : but it continued not long; time 
for the whole volume (it was reprinted in London, or | 
and, I find, you have ſeen it) was the work only of cn01 
two, myſelf and Dr Sheridan. If we could have got to te 
ſome ingenious young man to have been the mana- on v 
ger, who ſhould have publiſhed all that might be clerg 
ſent to him, it might have continued longer, for there built 
were hints enough : but the printer here could not 

afford ſuch a' young man one farthing for his trou- 
ble, the ſale being ſo ſmall, and the price one half - 

penny; and ſo it dropt. In the volume you ſaw (to 
anſwer your queſtions), the kxſt, zd, 5th, 7th, were 
mine: of the 8th I writ only the verſes, (very un- 
correct, but againſt a fellow we all, bated) ; the gth 
mine; the roth only the verſes, and of thoſe not the 
four laſt ſloyeply lines; the 15th is a pamphlet of 
mine, printed before with Dr Sh——'s preface, mere- 
ly for lazineſs not to diſappoint the town; and ſo 
was the 19th, which contains only a parcel of facts 
relating purely to the miſeries of Ireland, and wholly 
uſeleſs and unentertaining As to other things of 
mine fince J left you, there are in proſe, a View of 
the State of Ireland ; a Project for eating Children; 
and a Defence of Lord Carteret 4. i in verſe, a Libel 
on Dr D— and Lord Carteret; a Letter to Dr D—, 
on the Libels writ againſt him; the Barrack, (a ſto- 
jen copy); the Lady's Journal; the Lady's Dreſling: 
room, (a ſtolen copy); the Plea of the Damn d, (a 
talen copy); ; wal thefe have been printed in London. 
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to tell you that the Tale of Sir Ralph was: 

22 Beſides theſe there are ſive or 
ſ perhaps more) papers of verſes writ in the north, 

but perfe& family things, two or three of which may 

be tolerable; the reſt but indifferent, and the humour, 
only local, and ſome that would give . offence to the» 
times. Such as they are, I will bring them, tolerdble, | 
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or bad, if 1: recover this lameneſs, and live long TR 
enough to ſee. you either here or there. I forget again 1 [a 
to tell you, that.the ſcheme of paying debts by a tax 4 4 | 
on vices,. is not one ſyllable mine, but of a young. 3 :% 
clergyman whom I countenance; he told me it was, 1 
built upon a paſſage. in Gulliver, where a projector; f 1 


hath ſomething upon the ſame thought. This young. 
man is the moſt hopeful we have: a book of his- 
poems was printed in London; Dr D— is one of his, 
patrons: he is married, and has children, and makes. 
up about 100 J. a- year, on which he lives decently. 
The utmaſt ſtretch of his ambition is, to gather up 
as much ſuperfluous money as will. give him a fight 
of you, and half an hour of your: preſence; aſter 
chich he will return home in full ane * 
in proper time die in peace. Ft 
My poetical fountain is inined, — I profeſs * * 
grow gradually ſo dry, that a rhime with me is al- 
oft as hard to find as a guinea; and even proſe 
peculations tire me almoſt as much. Yet I have.a _ 
hing in proſe begun about twenty-eight years ago, 
and almoſt ſiniſhed. It. will make, a four-ſhilling 
rolume, and is ſuch a perfection of folly, that you, 
hall never hear of it till i it is printed, and then you, 
all be left to gueſs . Nay, I have another of the 
ame age, which wilh require a long time to perfect, 
ind 1 is worſe than the e in n 1 will ſerve 
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we IL. E T. TE NS .O AN. 
vou the ſame way. 1 beard diecly from Ur- ; 
who promiſes to be, leſs lazy in order to mend his il bas 
fortune: but women who live by their beauty, and den, 
men by their wit, are ſeldom provident enough to inn 
des that both. wit and beauty will ge off with hre 
years, and there is ng living upon the credit of what 
1s ſt. 
; pul in great concern to hear of, my Lady Bo- 
lingbroke's ill health returned upon her, and. I doubt 
my Lord will find Dawley too ſolitary without her, alder 
In that neither he nor you are, companions young 


enough for me: and, I believe, the beſt part of the. _ 
reaſon why men are ſaid to. grow children when they | A 
axe old, is becauſe they eannot entertain themſelves, Ig 

with thinking; which is the very caſe of little boys * 


and girls, who love to be noiſy among their play · ſel· ; 
lows. I am told Mrs Pope is without pain, and we +: 
have not heard of a more gentle decay, without un- 
eaſineſs to herſelf and friends; yet I cannot but pity 
you, who are ten times the. greater ſufferer, by ha- 
ving the perſon you moſt love, ſo long before you, 
and dying daily; and I pray God it may not affed: 
your mind or. your health. 


L E T T E R LXII. 


er to Dr 8 WIr r. 


Dec. 5, 732. 

E is not. a time to complain that you have not an 
ſwered me two letters (in the. laſt of which 1 was 
impatient under ſome-fears :) it is not now indeed 


time to think.of myJelf, when one. of the.neareſt ar and 


* On my en friend Mr:Gay's death : received Decem 
* ber 15th, but nat read till the 20th, by. au impplſc, fares 
% boding ſume misfortune,”” [This note is indorſed on 
the original jetter in Dr Swift 's hand.] — 


nothin 
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t ties 1 have bs hed is broken dit ev a/ ſud- 
den, by the unerpecłed death of poor Mr Gay. An 
inflammatory fever hurried him out of this life in 
three days He died laſt night at nine o'clock, not 
deprived of his ſenſes entirely at laſt, and poſſeſſing 
them perfectty till within five hours. He aſked of 
you a few. hours before, when in acute torment by: 
the inflammation in his bowels and breaſt. His ef- 
ſes are in the Duke of Queenſberry's cuſtody. His: 
liſters, we ſuppoſe, will be his heirs, who are two 
widows; as yet it is not known. whether or no he 
left a will Good God! how often are we to die be- 

bre we go quite off this ſtage? in every friend we 
be a part of ourſelves, and the beſt part. God keep 


baoſe we have left! few are worth praying for, and: 


one's ſelf the leaſt of all. 
I ſhall never fee you now, 1 believe; one of yout 
principal calls to England is at an end. Indeed he 


able, nor ſo good ! but that's a wiſh for our own ſakes, 
not for his. Sure if innocence and i integrity: can de- 


nothing to what you will feel, and diminiſh nothing 
from it. Yet write to me, and "ſoon. Believe no 
an now __ 1 4 — better, I wr gc ia x; 7 
| Gd, "hk" : 
kr 6F: 4 A. POP E. 

Dr Abbe 'whoſe humanity vou know, rt 
ily commends himſelf tu you. All poſſible diligence 
and aſſection has been ſhown, and continued attend- 
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was the moſt amiable by far, his qualities were the 
gentleſt; but J love you as well and 2s firmly. Would 5 
to God the man we have loſt had not been fo ami- 
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erve happineſs, it muſt be his. Adieu, 1 can add 


ance on this melancholy occaſion. Once more 8 
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Dran, 8422, |: R bs 

1 1 am ſorry that the rene wal of our 3 "il 
mould be upon ſuch a melancholy occaſion. Poor 15 
Mr Gay died of an inflammation, and, I believe, at 
laſt a mortification of the bowels; it was the most. the 


precipitate caſe, I ever knew, having cut him off in _ 
three days. He was attended by two phyſicians be- palla 


ſides myſelf. I believed the diftemper mortal from. 
the beginning. I have not had. the pleaſure of a, print 


line from you theſe two years; I wrote. one about ny 
your health, to which I had no anſwer. I wiſh you ' 
all health and happineſs, being with great aſſection Whey: 
and c Sir, Your, Ke. | {ae 
8 52 E * T, EK. tai about 


Dublin, 1732,-3, 
1 RECEIVED yours, with a few lines. from the 

Doctor, and the account of our loſing Mr Gay, 
upon which event I ſhall ſay nothing. I am only 
concern'd that long*living hath not harden'd met 
for even in this kingdom, and in a few days pat, 
two perſons of great merit, whom I loved very well, 
hade died in the prime of their years, but a, littl 
above thirty. I would endeavopr to comfort myſel 
upon the loſs of friends, as J do upon the loſs ol 
money, by turning to my account - book, and ſeeing 
whether I have enough left for my ſupport, but in 
the former caſe I find I have not, any more than it 
the other; and I know not any man who is in 2 
greater likelihood than myſelf.to die poor and friend 
leſs. You are a much greater loſer than me by hit 
death, as deing a more intimate friend, and often 
Ris companion; which latter 1 could never hope t0 
be, except perhaps once more in my life for a piect 
af a ſummer. I hope he hath left you the care d 
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any writings he may have left; and 1 wiſh that, with 

thoſe already extant, they could all be ꝓubliſhed in 
à fair edition under your inſpection. Your poem on 
the Uſe of Riches hath been juſt printed here, aud 
we have no objection but the obſcurity of ſeveral 
paſfages by our ignorance in facts and perſons, which 
makes us ' loſe abundance of the ſatire. Had the 
printer given me notice, I would have honeſtly print · 
ed the names at length, where I happened to know 
them; and writ explanatory notes, which however 
would have been but few ; for my long abſence hath 
made me ignorant of what paſſes out of the ſeene 
where Jam. I never had the leaſt hint from you 
about this work, any more than of your former upon 
Taſte. We are told here, that you are preparing 
ther pieees of the ſame bulk to be inſcribed to other 
riends; one (for inſtance) to my Lord Belingbroke, 
another to Lord Oxford, and ſo on. Doctor Delany 
reſents you his moſt humble ſervice: he behaves 
imſelf very commendably, converſes only with His 
ormer friends, makes no parade, but entertains them 
onſtantly at an elegant plentiful table, walks the 
reets, as uſual, by day-light, does many acts of | 
barity and generolity, eultivates a country-houſe 
wo miles diſtant, and is one of thoſe very few with 
n my knowledge, on whom a great acceſs of fortune 
2th made no manner of change; and particularly, 
e is often without money, as he was before. We 
ave got my Lord Orrery among us, being forced to 
ntinue here on the ill condition of his eſtate by the 
avery of an agent; he is a moſt worthy gentleman, 
hom, I hope, you will be acquainted with. I am 
ry much obliged by your favour to Mr P—, which, 
deſire, may continue no longer than he ſhall de- 
Ive by his modeſty, a virtue I never knew him to 
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want, but is hard for young men to keep, without 
abundance of ballaſt. If you are acquainted with 


| the Ducheſs of Queenſberry, I deſire you would pre- 
ſent her my moſt humble ſervice: I think ſhe is 4 
greater loſer by the death of our friend than either of 
us. She ſeems a lady of excellent ſenſe and fpirit, 
I had often poſtſcripts from her in our friend's le: 
ters to me; and her part was ſometimes longer than 
his, and they made up great part of the little hapyi 
neſs I could have here. This was the more gene. 
rous, becauſe I never ſaw her ſince ſhe was a girl 
:five years old; nor did I envy poor Mr Gay for a 
thing ſo much as being a domeſtic friend to ſuch 2 
lady. I defire.you will never fail to ſend me a par 
ticular account of your health. I dare hardly e- 
quire about Mrs Pope, who, I am told, is but jut 
among the living, and conſequently a continual gr 
to you: ſhe is ſenſible of your tenderneſs, which row 
her of the only happineſs ſhe is capable. of enjoying! 
and yet I pity you more than her; you cannd 
lengthen her gs; and I beg ths: wr not ſhona 
yours. 
5 KE T 1 E * LxIV. 

5 Feb. 16, 152775 
qr: is Gd | impoſſible to ſpeak on ſuch a ſubjci 

as the loſs of Mr Gay, to me an irreparable on 
but I ſend you what I intend for the inſcription 
his tomb, which the Duke of Queenſberry will | 
up at Weſtminſter. As to his writings, he left! 
will, nor ſpoke a word of them, or any thing el 
during his ſhort and precipitate illneſs, in wh 
J attended him to his laſt breath. The Duke! 
acted more than the part of a brother to him, 2 
it will be ſtrange if the ſiſters do not leave his pape 


: * - 
* 


ale to his diſpoſal, who will do the ſame that 
WH 7 would do with them. He has managed the Co- 
N medy (which our poor friend gave to the playhouſe 
i the week before his death) to the utmoſt/ad vantage 
, for his relations; and propoſes ws cares echt ith 


ſome Fables he left unfiniſhed, * en 

. There is nothing of late which I think of more 
„chan mortality, and what you mention of collecting 
a the beſt monuments we can of our friends, their 


i own images in their writings: (for thoſe are the beſt, 
. when their minds are ſuch as Mr Gay's was, and 


of as yours is.) I am preparing alſo for my own, 


BR having nothing fo much at heart as to ſhew the 


guy world that men of wit, or even poets, may be 
the moſt moral of -mankind. . A few lobfe things 
1 ſometimes; fall from them, by which cenſorious fools 
uw judoc as ill of them as poſſibly they can, for their 


i own comfort: and, indeed, when ſuch unguarded 


La ad trifling jeux d' eſprit have once got abroad, all 
chat prudence or repentance can do, fince they can- 
not be denied, is to put them fairly upon that foot; 


face to the four volumes of Miſcellanies) to diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt our ſtudies and our idieneſſes, our 


of the laſt volume of Miſcellanies, without which 
our former declaration in that preface, That theſe 
“volumes contained all that we have ever offended 
*-that way, would have been diſcredited, It went 
indeed to my heart, to omit what you called the 
Libel on Dr D, and the beſt Panegyric on myſelf, 
that either my own times or any other could have 
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and teach the public (as we have done in the pre- 


works and our weakneſſes. That was the whole end 


afforded, or will ever afford to me. The book, as 
you obſerve, was printed in great haſte: the cauſe 
whereof was, that the bookſellers here were doing 
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the ſame; in collecting your pieces, the corn with 
the chaſftʒ I dont mean that any thing of yours i; 
chaff, but with other wit of Ireland which was ſo, 
and the whole in your name. I meant principally 
to oblige. them to. ſeparate what you writ feriouſly 
from what you writ cazelcisly; and thought my own 
weeds might paſs for a ſort of wild flowers, when 
bundled-up with them. 

It was 1 that ſent you thoſe books into Ireland, J 
aud ſo 1,did my Epiſtle to Lord Bathurſt, even before 
it was peblifſh'd, and another thing of mine, which 
is a * Parody from Horace, writ in two mornings, 
I never took more care in my life of any thing than 
of the former-of theſe, nor leſs than of the latter: 
yet every friend has ſorced me to print it, though in 
truth, my own ſingle motive was about twenty Lincs 
towards the latter end, which you will find out. 

I have declined opening to you by letters the 
whole ſcheme of my preſent work, expecting ſtill to 
do it in a better manner in perſon : but you will ſce 
pretty ſuon, that the letter to Lond Bathurſt is a part 
of it, and von will find a plain connection between 
them, if you read them in the order juſt contrary to 
that they were publiſh'd in. I imitate thoſe cun- 
ning tradeſmen, who ſhow their beſt filks laſt; or 
(to give you a truer idea, tho' it ſounds too proudly) 
my works. will, in one reſpect, be like the works of 
Nature, much more to be liked and underſtood when 
conſidered in the relation they bear with each other, 
than when ignorantly look'd upon one by one; and 
often thoſe parts which attract moſt. at firſt fight, 
will appear to be not the moft, * 
ſiderable. 

I am pleas d and latter d by your expreſſion of 

Sgt. 1, Lib, ii. 
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Gena me. The chief pleaſure this work can give me 
is, that I can in it, with propriety, decency, and ju- 
ſtice, inſert the name and character of every friend 
] have, and every mau that deſerves to be lov'd os 
adorn'd. But I finile at your applying that phraſe 
to my viſiting you in Ireland; a place where I might 
have ſome apprehenſon (from their extraordinary 
paſſion» for poetry, and their boundleſs hofpitality) 
of being adorned to death, and buried under the 
weight of garlunds, ke one 1 have read of ſome- 
where or other, 3 lives (which is an an- 
ſwer to that point); and, I thank God, though her 
memory be:ina manner gone, is yet awake and fen- 
ſible to me, though ſcarce to any thing elſe; which 
doubles the reaſon of my attendance, and at the 
ſame time. ſweetens it. I wiſh (beyond any other 


rowly eſcaped death, and yet keeps his chamber : he 
is perpetually ſpeaking in the moſt aſſectionate man- 
ner of you: he has written you two letters, which 
you never received, and by that has been diſcouraged- 
from writing more. I can well believe the Poſt· office 
may do this, when ſome letters of his to me have 
met the ſame fate, and two of mine to him. Yet let 


him, inclos'd in the common way, as I do to you: 
innocent men need fear no detection of their thought; 


all I write to Curll, if moſt of what I write was not 
too filly, 
[ defire my fincere ſervices to Dr Delany, who, 1 
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with): you could paſs a ſummer” here; I might (too 
probably) return with you, unleſs you preferr'd to 
ſee France firſt, to which country, I think, you would 
have a ſtrong invitation. Lord Peterborow has nar- 
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not this diſcourage you from writing to me, or to 


and for my part, L would give em free leave to fend. 


agree with you, is a man every way eſtimable: my 
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Lord/Orrery is a moſt virtuous and good-natured 
nobleman, whom TI' ſhould be happy to know. 
Lord B. received your letter through my hands; it 
is not to be told you how much he wiſhes for you: 
the whole liſt of perſons, to whom you ſent your ſer- 
vices, return you theirs, with proper ſenſe of the 
viſtiaRtion, — Your Lady-ſriend is ſemper eadem, and 
I bave written an epiſtle to her on that qualification 
in a female character; which is thought by my chief 
critic in your abſence to be my chef d oeuvre: but it 
cannot be printed perfectly, in an age fo fore of ſa- 
tire, and ſo willing to miſapply characters. 

As to my own health, it is as good as uſual. I 
have lain ill ſeven days of a flight fever, (the com- 
plaint here), but recovered” by gentle ſweats, aud 
the care of Dr Arbuthnot. The play Mr Gay left 
ſucceeds very well; it is another original in its kind. 
Adieu. God preſerve your life, your health, your 
lunbs, pou W , and your friendſhips: l 


rA LXV. 


| April 2, 1733. 

W- OU fay truly, that death is only terrible to us, as 

it ſeparates us from thoſe we love; but I really 
think thoſe have the worſt of it who are left by us, 
if we are true friends. I have felt more (I fancy) in 
the loſs of Mr Gay, than 1 ſhalt ſuffer in the thought 
of going away myſelf into a ſtate that can feel none 
of this ſort of loſſes. I wiſhed vehemently to have 
feen him in a condition of Hving independent, and 
to have lived in perfect indolence the reſt of our 
days together, the two moſt idle, moſt innocent, un 
deſigning poets of our age. 1 now a5 katy 
wiſh you and I might walk into the grave together, 
by as flow ſteps as you pleaſe, but contented!y ard 
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chearfully. Whether that ever can be, or in what 
country; I know no more, than into what country 
we ſhall walk out of the grave: but it ſuffices me to 
know it will be exactly what tegion or ſtate our 

Maker appoints, and that whatever it, is right, Our 
poor friend's papers are partly in my hands, and 

for as much as is ſo, I will take care to ſuppreſs 

things unworthy of him. As to the epitaph, I'm 

ſorry you gave a. copy, for it will certainly by that 

means come into print, and I would correct it more, 

unleſs you will do it for me (and that I ſhall like as 
well.) Upon the whole, I earneſtly wiſh your com- 
ing over hither, for this reaſon among many others, 
that your influence may be joined with mine to fup-- 
preſs whatever we may judge proper of- his papers. 
To be planged in my neighbour's and my papers, 
will be your inevitable fate as ſoon as you come. 
That I am an author whoſe characters are thought 
of ſome weight, appears from the great noiſe and 
buſtle tbat the court and town make about any I 

give; and I will not:render them leſs important, or 
leſs intereſting; by ſparing viee and folly, or by be- 
traying the cauſe of truth and virtue. I will take 
care they: ſhall be ſuch, as no man can be angry at 
but the perſons I would have angry. Lou are ſen- 

fible with what decency and juſtice. I paid homage 
to the royal family, at the ſame time that I ſatirized: 
falſe courtiers and ſpies, &c. about them. I have 
not the courage, however, to be ſuch a ſatiriſt as 
you, but 1 would be as much or more a philoſopher. 
You call your ſatires, libels; I would rather call my. 
fatires, epiſttes :- they will confiſt-more of morality 
than of wit, and grow graver, which you will call 
duller. I ſhall leave it to my antagoniſts to be witty, 
(if they can), and content myſelf to be uſeful, and 
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or Lord “s performance.? they are certainly the 
| top-wits of the court, and you may judge by that 
ſingle piece what can be done againſt me; for it was 
laboured, corrected, præ- commended, and poſt - diſ- 


approved, ſo far as to be diſowned by themſelves, 


„ after each had highly cry'd it up for the other's *, 


| J have met with ſome complaints, and heard at a 


diſtaucc. of ſome threats, occaſioned by my. verſes : 
I ſent fair. meſſages to acquaint. them where I was to 
he found in town, andi to offer to call at their houſes 
to ſatisfy them, and ſo it dropped. It is very poor 
in any one to rail and threaten at a diſtance, and 


have nothing to ſay to you when they ſce you. I 


am glad. you. perſiſt and abide by ſa good a thing as 


rality. I never took any praiſe ſo kindly, and yet, [ 
think, I deſerve that praiſe better. than 1 do any 
other. When does your collection come out, and 
what does it conſiſt of? I have but. laſt week finiſh- 
ed another of my epiſtles, in the order;of.the ſyſtem; 
and this. week. (exercitaudi gratis). I have tranſlated 
(or rather pazody'd) another of Horace's, in which 
J introduce you adviſing. me about my expences, 
Houſe-keeping, Cc. But. theſe. things. ſhall. ly by, 
till you came to-carp at them, and alter rhymes, and 
grammar, and triplets, and. cacophonies of all kinds. 
Our parliament will fit till Midſummer, which, I 
hope, may bea. motive to. bring you rather in ſum- 
mer than ſo late as autumn. You. uſed to love what 
1 hate, a hurry of. politics, Cc. Courts I ſee not, 
courticrs L know not, kings 1 adore not, queens [ 


* See the Epiſtle written on chis occaſion, volume VII. 
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in the right. Tell me your opinion as to Lady —3 


that poem t, in which I am immortal for my mo- 


8 


r ROM DR SWI T, n 
compliment not; ſo I am never like to be in faſhion. 
nor in dependence. I heartily join with you in pi - 
tying our poor Lady for her unhappineſs, and ſhould 
only pity her more, if ſhe had more of what they at 


| court call happinefs. Come then, and perhaps we 


may go all togther into France at the end of the ſea- 
ſon, and compare the liberties of both kingdoms, 

Adieu. Believe me, dear Sir, (with a thouſand warm 
withes, mixed with ſhort ſighs), ever yours. 


LETTER LXVI. 


To Mr Porr. 
Dublin, May 1, 1733. 


| ANS WE R your letter the ſooner, becauſe I have 


a particular reaſon for doing ſo. Some weeks ago» 
came over a poem called; The Life and Character of 
Dr S. uritten by himſelf.. It was reprinted here, and 


is dedicated to you. It is grounded upon a maxim in 


Rochefoucault,. and the dedication, after a formal 
ſtory, ſays, that my manner of writing is to be 

found in every line. I believe I have told you, that 
] writ a year or two ago near five hundred lines up-- 
on the ſame maxim of Rochefoucault, and was a long 
time about it, as that impoſtor ſays in his dedica- 


tion, with many cixcumſtances, all pure invention. 


deſire you to believe, and to tell my friends, that 
in this ſpurious piece there is not a ſingle. line, or bit 
of a line, or thought, any way reſembling the ge- 
nuine copy, any more than it does Virgil's Æneis; 


for I never gave a copy ef mine, nor lent it out of 


y ſight: and altheugh I ſliewed it to ll common 
acquaintance indifferently, and ſome of them (eſpe- 
ally one or two females) had got many lines by 
eart, here and there, and repeated them often; 
et it happeps that not one ſingle line or thought is 
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that of my years: I cannot affirm that I pity you 
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ſwear you have fifty times more charity for mankind 
I did not imagine that they were at leaſt ſo bad ver 


villainy, and never operates when ſome fort d 
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eontained in this impoſture, althovgh it appears that 
they who counterſeited me had heard of the true 
one. But even. this trick ſhall not provoke me to 
print the true one, which indeed is not proper to be 
ſeen, till I can be ſeen no more: I therefore defire 
you will undeceive my friends, and I will order an 
advertiſement to be printed here, and tranſmit it to 
England, that every body may know the deluſion, 
and acquit me, as, I am ſure, you muſt have done 
yourſelf if you have read. any part of it, which i; 
mean and trivial, and full of that cant that-I-moſ 
deſpiſe. I would fink to be a vicar in Norfolk, rather 
than be charged with ſuch a ä Now [ 
come to your letter. 

When Iwas of your: age, I thought every day af 
death, but now every minute: and a continual gid- 
dy diſorder, more or leſs, is a greater addition tha 


friend Gay, but I pity his friends, I pity: you, and 
would at leaſt equally pity myſelf, if I lived among 
you; becauſe I fhould have ſeen him oftener thay 
you did, who are a kind of hermit, how greatz 
noiſe ſoever you make by your ilbnature in not le 
ting the: honeſt villains of the times enjoy themſelvs 
in this world, which is their: only happineſs, and 
terrifying them with another. I ſhould have added 
in my libel, that of all men living you are the mol 
happy in your enemies and your friends; and I vil 


than 1 could ever pretend to. Whether the produc 
tion you mention came from the. Lady or the Lo, 


fers: therefore facit indignatio verſus, is only t 
be applied when the indignation is againſt gene 
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people write to defend themſelves. I love to hear 


them reproach you for dulneſs; only I would be fa- 
tisſied, fince you are ſo dull, why are they fo an- 


ory? Give me a ſhilling, and I will enſure you that 
| poſterity ſhall never know that you had one ſingle 


enemy, excepting thoſe whoſe memory you have a 
ſerved. - 

I am forry for the Stuation of Mr Gay's papers. 
You do not exert yourſelf as much as I could with: 
in this aſſair. I had rather the two ſiſters werehang- 
ed, than ſee his werks ſwelled bx any loſs of credit 


to his memory. I would be glad to ſee the moſt va-- 


luable printed by themſelves, thoſe which-ought not 
to be ſeen burned immediately, and the others that 


have gone abroad, printed ſeparately, like opuſcula, 
or rather be ſtifled and forgotten. 1 thought your. 


epitaph was immediately to be ingraved, and there- 


tore I made leſs ſcruple to give a copy to Lord Or- 
rery, who earneſtly deſired it, but to no body elſe; 


and, he tells me, he gave only two, which he wilt 
recall. I have a ſhort epigram of his upon it, where- 
n I would correcł a line or two at moſt, and then L 
will ſend it vou (with his permiſſion.) I have nothing 
againſt yours, but the laſt line, Striting their aching ; 

the two participlea, as they are ſo near, ſeem to ſound 
too like. 1 ſhall write to the Ducheſs, who hath. 


lately honoured me with a very friendly letter, and 


| will tell her my opinion fredly about our friend's. 
papers. I want health, and my affairs are, enlarged :: 


but I will break through the latter, if the other 


mends. I can uſe a courſe of medicines, lame and: 


giddy. My chief deſign, next to ſeeing you, is to be 


a ſevere critic on you and your-neighbour ; but firſt 
kill his father, that he may. be able to maintain me 
m my own way of Nving, and particularly my horſes. 
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| never ride without two ſervants for fear of accidents; 


but with him not.—'Fhe collection you ſpeak of in 


could do me no harm, and having been affured of 


It coſt me near 600 l. for a wall to keep mine, and] 


bie vivimus ambitioſa paupertate. You are both too 
poor for my acquaintance, but he much the poorer, 
With you 1 will find graſs, and wine, and fervants, 


this. A Printer came to me to deſire he might print 
my works (as he called them) in four volumes, by 
ſabſcription. I faid I would give no leave, aud 
ſhould: be ſorry to fee them printed here. He ſaid 
they could not be printed in London. I anſwered, 
they could, if the partners agreed. He ſaid, be 
«« would be glad of my permiſſion; but as be could 
« print them without it, and was adviſed that 1 


« numerous ſubſcriptions, he hoped I would. not be ©{ 
angry at his purſuing his own intereſt, Cc. Much n 
of this diſcourſe paſt, and he goes -· on with the matter, N ca; 
wherein I determine not to intermeddle, though it be im 
much to my diſcontent; and I wiſh it could be done MMhe. 
in England rather than here, although I am-grom Wi: 
pretty indifferent in every thing of that kind. Th our 
is the truth of the ſtory. | 12 
My vanity turas at penſent on being perſovatedi u rey 
Your gue uirtus, &c. You will obſerve in this lette ay 
many marks of an ill head and a. low ſpirit; but + on! 
heart wholly turned to love * with the greaidl hic 
carneſtneſs and truth. ill! 
E r Ferran. wh 

_ May 28, 1733 hic! 

1 HAVE begun two or three letters to you by My 
ſwatches, and been provented from finiſhing then Hd 

by a thouſand avocations and diſſipations. I mul aly | 


firſt. acknowledge the honour done me by Lud 


a id 

- » 536 

———— 

p "s +». 
oft 


L 


e onery, whoſe praiſes are that precious ointmont So- 
; WH fomon ſpeaks of, which can be given only by men of 
> WT victue : all other praiſe, whether from poets or peers, 
is contemptible alike: and I am old enough and ex- 


worth having, are thoſe beſtowed h/ virtue for virtue. 
My poetry 1 abandon to the erities, my morals. I 
commit to the teſtimony of thoſe who know me; and 
therefore I was more pleaſed with your libel, than 
with any verſes I ever received. 1 wiſh ſuch a col- 


you mention going on in Ireland; I was ſurpriſed 
to receive from the printer that ſpurious piece, called 
The Life and Charatter of Dr Swift, with a letter 
elliag me, the perſon © who publiſhed it, had af- 
* ſured him the dedication to me was what I would 


” K K. © © x „ - „ 


„ can't teil who the man is, who took ſe far upon 
de im as to anſwer for my way of thinking; tho', had 
ve! he thing been genuine, I ſhould have been creatly 
1 ipleaſed at the publiſher's part, in doing it without 
us. 


your knowledge, 
Lam as earneſt as you can be, in doing my beſt to 


prevent the publiſhing of any thing unworthy of Mr 
ay; but I fear his friends” partiality. I wiſh you 
ould come over. All the myſteries of my philoſo- 
hical work ſhall then be cleared to you, and you 
ill not think that I am not merry enough, nor an- 
ky enough: it will not want for ſatire, but as for 


N hich the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Be ye angry and ſin not. 
* My neighbour's writings have been metaphyſical, 
7 ad will next be hiſtorical. It is certainly from him 


aly that a valuable Hiſtory of Europe in thefe lat- 
r times can be eapected. Come, and quicken him; 
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| crienced enough to know, that the only praiſes 
kRion of your writings could be printed here, as 


not take ill, or elſe he would not have printed it.“ 
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199 LETTERS TO AND 


for age, indolence, and: contempt of the world, grow 
upon men apace, and may often make the wiſeſt in- 
different whether poſterity be any wiſer than we. Ty 
a man in years, health and quiet becgme ſuch rarities, 
and conſequently ſo valuable, that he is apt to think 
of nothing more than of enjoying them whenever he 
can, for the remainder of life; and this, I doubt not, 
has cauſed ſo many great men to die wann lei 
a ſcrap to poſterity. 
I am ſincerely troubled for the bad account you 
give me of your own, health. I wiſh every day to 
hear a better, as much as 1 do to enjoy BY own, | 
ee aſſure you. 


nen R LXVIII. 
From Dr SWIFT, 


| Dublin, July 8, 1733. 
M UST A with you for the loſs of Mrs Pope, ve 
of whoſe death the papers have been full. Bull or: 
would rather rejoice with you, becauſe, if any cir 28 
cumſtances can make the death of a dear parent and 
friend a ſubject for joy, you have them all. Sen. 
died in an extreme old age, without pain, under the BW - 
care of the moſt dutiful ſon that I have ever knom i SOR 


or heard of, which is a felicity not happening to one dry 
in a million. The worlt effect of her death fan e. 
upon me, and ſo much the worſe, becauſe I expect ¶ ¶ and 
 aliqris damno uſus in illo, that it would be followed by derl 


making me and this kingdom happy with your pre 
fence : but I am told, to my great misfortune, tht 
a very convenient offer happening, you waved tit 
invitation preſſed on you, alledging the fear you has 
of being killed here with eating and drinking; by 
which I find that you have given ſome credit to! 
notion of our great plenty and hoſpitality. It is tui 
- 8 


"FROM DR SWIFT, er. 18 
Lor meat and wine is cheapen here, as it is always in 
de pooreſt countries, beeauſe there is no money to 
y pay for them: I believe there are not in this whole: 
, city three gentlemen out! of employment, who are 
able to give entertainments once a- month. Thoſe 
who are in employment of church or ſtate, are three 


„parts. in four from England, and amount to little 


more than a dozen : thoſe indeed may once or tavice” 
invite their friends, or any perſon of diſtinction that 
makes a vayage hither. All my acquaintance tell 
me, they know not above three families where they 
can occafionally d dine in a whole year: Dr Delany is 
the only gentleman I know, who keeps one certain 
day in the week to entertain ſeven or eight friends at 
dinner, and to paſs the evening, where there is no- 
thing of exceſs, either in eating or drinking. Our 
old friend Southern (who hath juſt left us) was in- 


or a commiſſioner of the revenues, but moſt frequented: 
a few particular friends, and chiefly the Doctor, who 


veniencies of taking the air, winter or ſummer, do 


dry in winter as in ſummer. There are at leaſt ſix 
or eight gentlemen of ſenſe, learning, good humour, 
and taſte, able and deſirous to pleaſe you; and or- 
derly females, ſome of the better ſort, to take care of 
ou. Thefe were the motives that I have frequent» 


that ly made uſe of to entice you hither ; and there 
te ould. be no failure among the beſt people here, of 
1 y honours that could be done you. As to myſelf, 
4 declare my health is ſo uncertain, that I dare not 


cnture amongſt you at preſent. I hate the thoughts 


f London, where I am not rich _ to live other · 
Vol. VIII. R 


6 * 8 if — —x D—_ * * a . 4 g - 
— 5 . - 2 . 2 7 . * : 2 5 

* 1 r ” . — FO — S — — — 1 — — 

— 4 24 I * NN — FX * 5 v r - 
h * N 2 2 4% OT WL LAB + 5782 * — hs 
* rr Þ- * = * - 4 * ; 
oy FAS tx : * = 2 — — S fs 
2 nr — K. , _ — — - 2 - 
Sz — — — . — — 1 of . 8 q — — 


vited to dinner once or twice by a judge, a biſhop, 


is eaſy in his fortune, and very hoſpitable. The con- 
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far exceed thoſe in London: for the two large 
ſtrands, juſt at two ends of the town, are as firm and 
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wm IL B TT RRS To AWD 
wiſe than by ſhifting; which is nom too kate: Net- 
ther can I Have: convenieneies in the: country for 
three horſes: and two ſervants, and many others, 
which I have kere at hand. I am one af the gover- 1 
nors of all the hackney-coaches, carts; and carriage: 
round this town, who dare not inſult me, like bur K 
raſeally waggoners or cbachmen, but give me the Wl 
way nor is there one lord or ſquire for à hundred of 
of yours, to turn me oũt of the: road, or run over me for 
with their coaches andifix. Thus'I-make-ſome ad. I ©: 
vantage of the public poverty, and give you the rea- M 
"ſons for what 1 onte writ, why: J ctiufe' to be a free- ll * 


man among ſlaves; rather than a ſlave among frec- 
men; Then I walk the ſtretts in peate, without be- 22 
ing juſtied, nor ever withont a thouſand: bleſſings Will br 
from my friends the vulgar. Lam Lord Mayor of 3 
one hundred and twenty houſes, I am abſolute lord offs 
of the greateſt cathedral in the kingdom, am at peace 8 
with the neighbouring priares, the Lord Mayor of 
dhe city, and the Archbiſhop of Dublin ; only the Wiſe" 
latter, like the King of France, — attempts 2 
encroachments on my dominions, as old Lewis did 5 
upon Lorrain. In the midlt of this raillery I can N 
tell you with ſeriouſneſs, that theſe advantages con- *. 5 
tribute to my caſe, and therefore I value them! tor 
and in one part of your letter relating to my Lord 4 


B. — and yourſelf, you agree with me etitirely 
about the indifference, the love of quiet, the care of 
health, &c. that grow upon men in years. And it 
vou diſcover thaſe inclinatiuns in my Lord and ou 
ſelf, what can you expect from me, whoſt health is 
ſo/precarious ? and yet at your time: or his time al 
life, I could have leap'd over the moon. 


0 


* 
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| ut. u, 78 | 
7 HAVE every videywithed to write to you, to oy; 
a thouſand things; and:yet, I'think, ſhould not 


have writ d you now, if I was not fick-of writing 
any thing, fick of myſelf, aud (what is worſe) . 


4 too. The world is become too buy, 
ſor me; every body is ſo concerned for the public, 

that all private enjoyments are loſt,. or difreliſhed. I. 
vritr more to ſhom you I am tired of this life, than 
to tell you any thing relating to it. I live as 1 did, 
I thick as 1 did, I love vou as I did; but all thee 


are to no purpoſe: the world avill not live, think, or 


love, as 4 do. I am troubled for, and vexed at, all 
my friends by turns. Here are ſome whom you love, 
and who love you: yet they receive no proofs af that 
affection from you, and they give none of it to you:; 


I dread. My ailments are ſuch, that I really believe 
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pains, and the great weakneſs of my breaſt) would 
kill me: and if I did not die of that, I muſt of the 
exceſſive eating and drinking of your hoſpitable 
town, and the exceſſive flattery of your moſt poectical 
duntry. I hate to be crammed either way. Let 


your hungry poets, and your rhyming poets digeſt it, 


arved, than to be ſo over-praiſed and over- fed. 
Drown Ireland! for baving caught you, and. for ha- 
ring kept yau: I only reſerve a little charity for her, 
or knowing your value, and eſteeming you: you are 
he only patriot I know, who is not hated for ſerving 


Ra 
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there is a great gulph between. In earneſt, I would 
go a thouſand miles by land to fee. you, but the tea 


a ſca-hekneſs (conſidering the oppreſſion of cholical | 


I cannot. I like much better to be abuſed and half 
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is country. The man who drew your character | 
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296 ET TERS TO AND 
and printed it here, was nol much in the wrong in ; 
many things he ſaid of you! yet he was a very in- 0 
pertinent ſellow, for ſaying them in words quite dil. 0 
ferent from thoſe you had yourſelf employed befor l 
on the ſame ſubject: for ſurely to alter your words L 
is to prejudiſe them; and I bave been told, that a 8 
man himſelf can hardly ſay the fame thing twice over 15 


with equal happineſs; Nature is fo much a better 
thing than artifie. : 
_ I have written nothing 8 15 it is no affeda. ; 
tion to tell you, my mother's, loſs has turned my C 


frame of thinking. The habit of a whole life is; 
ſtronger thing than all the reaſon in the world.! 
know I ought to be caſy, and to be free; but Ian a 


dejected, I am confined : my whole amuſement is in fo 
reviewing-my paſt life, not in laying plans for ny Et 
future. Fwiſh you cared as little for popular ap » 
plauſe-as I; as little for any nation, in contradiſtine- fer 
tion to others, as I: and then I fancy, you that are 4 
not afraid of the ſea, you that are a ſtronger man at al 
ſixty than ever I was at twenty, would come and ſe: = 


ſeveral peopſe who are (at laſt) like the primitive 10 
Chriſtians, of one ſoul'and of one mind. The day 
is come, which I have often wiſhed, but neve 


thought to ſee, when every mortal, that J eſteem, is f * 


the ſame ſentiment in politics and in religi n. hs 
Adieu. All you love are yours; but all ar are buſy; , Fa 
except (dear Sir) your ſincere friend. * 
| LETTER EXX... hop 


Jan. 6, 13. 
NEVER think of” you, and can never, write to 
you, now, without drawing many of thoſe ſhort 
Gohs of which we have formerly talk'd : the reer 
tion both of the friends we have been depriv'd of N 
death, and of thoſe from. whom we are ſeparatcd 


almoſt as eternally by abſence, checks me to that 
degree that it takes away in a manner the pleaſure 
(which yet I feel very ſenſibly too) of thinking I am, 
now converfing with you. You have been filent to 


are, or are not genuine. But one, I am ſure, is yours; 


) 

: and your method of concealing yourſelf puts me in 
mind of the Indian bird I have read of; who hides 
: 


his head in'a hole, while all his feathers and tail 
ſtick out. You'll have immediately by ſeveral franks, 
(even before 'tis here-publiſhed) my Epiſtle to Lord 
Cobham, part of my opus 'magnum, and the laſt Eſſay 
on Man, both which, I conclude, will be grateful to 
your bookſeller, on whom e pleaſe to beſtow them 


anfwer, but was aſhamed to enter the liſts with him, 


always ſpeaks with the greateſt affection of you. 

need not tell you whe che: doth the ſame; you may 
be ſure almoſt all thoſe whom I ever ſee, or deſire 
to ſee. I wonder not that B—— paid you no ſort 
of. civility while he was in Ireland; he is too much 
a half. wit to: love à truE wit, and too much 'hall- 
honeſt, to eſteem any entire merit. I hope and think 


he is fo inſupportably inſolent in his civility to me, 
affront him to be rid of it. That ſtrict neutrality, as 
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me as to your Works; whether thoſe printed here 


ſo early.” There is a woman's war declared againſt 
me by a certain lord; his weapons are the ſame 
which women and children generally uſe, a pin to 
ſcratch, and a ſquirt to beſpatter: 1 writ a fort of 


and, after ſhewing 1 it to ſome people, fuppreſs'd it: 
otherwiſe it was, ſuch as was worthy of him, and 
worthy of me, 1 was three weeks this autumn w ith. 
Lord Petexborow; who rejoices in your doings, 1. 5 
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he hates me too, and Iwill do my beſt to make him: 
when he meets me at one third place, that I mut b 


40 public parties wihieh 1 have conltamtyoblerved | 


FEET. 
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in all my writings, I think gives me the more title 
to attack ſuch men as ſlander and belye my cha. 
racter in private, to thoſe who knew me not: yet 
even this is a liberty I will never take, unleſs at the 
fame time they are peſts of private ſociety, or miſ. 
ehievous members of the public, that is to ſay, un- 
leſs they are enemies to all men as well as to me. 
Pray write to me when you can: if ever I can come 
to you, I will: if not, may Providence be our friend 


and our guard through this ſimple world, where no- 


thing is valuable bur ſenſe and friendſhip. Adieu, 
dear Sir, may health attend your years, and then 
may many years be added to you. 

P. S. I am juſt now told, a very curious lady in- 
tends to write to you, to pump you about ſome poeny 
aid to be yours. Pray tell her, that you have not 
anſwered me on the ſame queſtion, and that I ſhall 
take it as a thing never to be forgiven from you, if 
you teil another what you have coneeabd from me, 

r 
Sept. 15, 173 
HAVE ever a you as fenſible as any may 
I knew, of all the delicacies of friendſhip, and 
yet I fear (from what Lord B. tells me you faid in 
your laſt letter) that you did not quite underſtand 
the reaſon of my late ſilence. I aſſure you it pro 
cexded wholly from the tender kindneſs I bear yon 
When the heart is full, it is angry at all words that 
cannot come up to it; and you are now the man in 
all the world I am moſt troubled to write to, for you 
are the friend I have left whom I am moſt grievel/ 
about, Death kath not done (worſe to me in ſep# 
rating poor Gay, or any other, than difeaſe and ab 
ſence in diyiding us. I am afraid to know how you 


* 


ö 
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do, ſinee moſt accounts I have give me. pain for you, 


and I am unwilling to tell you the condition of my 


own health. If it were good, I would. ſee you; and 
yet if L found you in that very condition of deafneſs 
which malle you fly from us while we were together, 
what: comfort could we derive from it? In writing 
often I ſhould find great relief, could we write. free- 

y; and yet hen I have done fo, you ſeem by not 
anſwering in a very long time, to feel either the ſamt 
uneaſineſs as I do, or to abſtain, from ſame pruden- 
tial reaſon : yet I am ſure, nothing that: yon and 1 
wou d. ſay to each other (though our own ſouls were - 
to be laid open to the elerka at the Poſt-office)-could | 
hurt either of us ſo much, in the opinion of any 

honeſt man or good ſubject, as the intervening, ofticis . 


ous impertinence of thoſe ;gaers+between us, cho in 


England pretend to intimacies with you, and in Ive» . 
land to intimacies with me. I cannot but rreeive 
any that call upon me in your name, and in truth 
they take it in vain. too often. I take all opportu- 

nities of juſtifying you againſt theſe friends, eſpecial-· 
ly thoſe who know all you think and write, and re 
peat . your flighter ver ſes. It is generally on ſuch . 
little ſcraps. that, witlings feed; and tis hard the 


world ſhould judge of our honſe · keeping from what - 6 


we ſling to our dogs, yet this is oſten the conſfes. 
quence: but they treat you'ſtil} worſe, mix their own. 
with yours, print them to get money, and lay them 
at your door. This 1 am ſatisfled was the caſe in 
the Epiſtle to a Lady z:it was juſt: the ſame, had (if 
I-have any. judgment in ſtyle) which printed your 
Liſe and Character before, which you ſo ſtrongly dif- 
avow'd in your letters to Lord Carteret, myſelf, and 
others. I was very well informed of another fact; 
which convinced me yet more; the ſame pexſon whe 
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gave this to be printed, offered to a bookſeller a piece 
in proſe as yours, and as commiſſioned by you, which | 
has ſince appeared, and been owned to be his own, 
1 think (1 fay once more) that- I know your hand, a 
though you did not mine in the Eſſay on Man. I beg | 
your pardon for not telling you, as-I ſhould, had you C 
been in England-:- but-no-ſecret can croſs your him 1 
ſea, and every clerk. in the Poſt- oſſice had known it. 
I fancy, though you loſt ſight of me in the prſt of Wil ” 


thoſe eſſays, you ſaw me in the ſecond... The deſigu 0 
ol eoncealing myſelf was good, and had its full efſea; Wil © 
J was thought a divine, a philoſopher, and what not; ; 
and my doctrine had a ſanction 1. could not have i- 85 
ven to· it. Whether I can proceed in the ſame grave 1 
march like Lucretius, or muſt deſcend to the gaictics th 
of Horace, I know not, or whether I can do either: at 
but be the future as it will, I ſhall collect all the pal © 
in one fair quarto this winter, and ſend it you, where Ve. 


you; will find frequent mention of yourſelf; I wa; 
glad you ſuffered your writings to be collected more 
completely than hitherto, in the volumes I daily er- 
pect from Ireland; I with'd it had been in more 
pomp, but that will be done by others: yours ate 
beauties that can never be too finely dreſſed, for 
they will ever be young. I have only one piece of 
mercy to beg of you; do not laugh at my;gravity, 
but permit me to wear the (beard of a philoſopher, 
till I pull it off, and make a. jeſt of it myſelf. His 
juſt what my Lord iB is doing with metaphyſics. 
Rope you will live to ſee; and {ſtare at the learned 
figure he e eee at with. + Lode 
and Malbranche., + +» 3 ben 

Jou ſee how I talk to you, (for this is not ur- 
ting) ; if you like I ſhould do fo, why not tell me 
$2. I it be the leaſt pleaſure to you, I will -wiite 

# * 
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once a-week moſt” gladly; but can you abſtract: the 
letters from the: perſon who writes them, ſo far as 
not to feel more vexation in the thought of our ſe- 
paration, and. thoſe misfortunes which. occaſion it, 
than ſatisſaction in the nothings he can expreſs ? 
If you can, really, and from my heart, I cannot. I 
return again to melancholy, Pray, however, tell me, 
is it a ſatis faction? that will make it one to me: 
and we will think alike, as friends ought, and you | 
ſhall hear from me punctually, juſt when you will. 

P. S. Our friend, who is juſt returned from. a pro: 
greſs of three months, and is ſetting out in three days 
with me for the Bath, where.he will ſtay till towards 
the middle of October, left this letter with me yeſter- 
day, and I cannot ſeal and diſpatch it. till I have 
ſcribbled the remainder of this page full. He talks 
very pompouſiy of my metaphy ics, and places them 
in a very honourable ſtation. It is true, I have writ « 
ſix letters and a half to him on ſubjects of that 
Kind, and 1 propoſe a letter and an half more, which 
would ſwell the whole up to a confiderable volume. 
But he thinks me. fonder. of the name of an author. | 
than Tam. When. he and you, and. one or- two 
other friends have ſeen; them, fatis magnum thea- 
© trum mihi eſtis,“ 1 ſhall not have the itch of ma- a 
king them more public“. I know how little regard 
you pay to writings of this kind; but I imagine that 
iſ you can like any fuch, it muſt be thoſe that ſtrip 
metaphyſics of all their bombaſt, keep within the fight 
of every well conſtituted eye, and never bewilder 
themſelves, whilſt they pretend to guide the reaſon 
of others. I writ to you a long letter ſome time ago, 
and ſent i it by the poſt. Did i it come to your hands ? * 
8: n Lordſhip, as as appears by his laſt will, altered his. 


mind; and they have been fince given to the world, to the, 
adihiration andaſtoniſhment of all the learned and the pious, 
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Nov. 1, 31. wel 
1 HAVE yours, with my Lord B-—'s poſtſcript, I am 
of September 15th: it was long on its way, and he 
ſor ſome weeks after the date. I was very ill with if vis 
my two inveterate.diforders, giddineſs and deafneſ, hari 
The latter is pretty well off; but. the other make, my 
me totter towards evenings, and much diſpirits me: hole 
but I continue to ride and walk, both of which, a- gurt 
though, they be no cures, are at leaſt amuſements, 1 
did never imagine you to be either inconſtant, or to. 
want right notions of Friendſhip, but. I apprehend, 
your want of health; and it hath. been a frequent 
wonder to me how you have been able to entertain 
the world ſo long, ſo frequently, ſo happily, undet 
To many bodily diſorders. My Lord B. ſays you 
have been three months rambbng, which is the 
thing you can poſſibly, do in a ſummer ſeaſon; and 
when the winter recalls you, we will, for our own 
intereſts, leave you to your ſpeculations. God be 
chanked, I have done with every thing, and of exe · 
ry kind thats requires writing, except now and then a 
letter, or, like a, true old man, ſcribbliog trifles 
only ft for children or ſchool- boys of the loweſt cla 
at beſt, which three or four of us read and laugh at- 
to-day, : and burn to- morrow: yet, what, i is ſingular, I 
never am without ſome great work i in view, enough. 
to take up forty years of the maſt vigorous healthy 
man; although Tam convinced that I ſhall never be. 
able to'finiſh three treatiſrs that have lain by me 
Zeveral years, and want nothing but correction. My, 


FROM Dit SWIFT, d. 403 
Lord B. ſaid in luis poſticript,. that-yow-would go to 
Bath in three days ; ue ſinee heard that you were 
 dangeroufly- ill - there, and; that the newfmongers 
gave you over: büt a- gentleman of! this kingdom, 
on his return” from; Bath, ' aſſured: me he left you 
well, and ſo did ſumt others whom I have forgot. 'F 
am ſorry at my heurt that you ate peſtered with people 
who come in my name, and I profeſs to you it is 14 
without my knowledge. I am conffdent 1 fhalb - 
hardty ever have occaſion again ts recommend; for 4 
my friends here are vety few, and fixed to the free- 
hold from vrienee nothing but dtath will remove them. 
durely l never doubted about your Eſſay on Man; 
and 1 would lay any odds, that 1 would never fal 
to diſcover you ſtr fix lines, unleſs: you had a mind 
to write below or beſide yourſelf on purpoſe. I con- 
feſs I did never imagine you were ſo deep in morals, 
or that ſo many new and excellent rules eould be 
produced ſo advantageouſly and agrecably i in that 
ſrience, from any one head. I confeſs in ſome few 
places I was forced to read twice, | I believe | told 
you before what the Duke of D ſaid to me on 
What occaſion, How a; judge here, who knows you, 
old him, that on the firſt reading thoſe Eſſays, he 
vas muelrpleaſed, but found ſome lines a little dark: 
u the ſecond, moſt of them cleared up, and his 
pleaſure increaſed: * on the third he had no doubt 
aining, and then he admired the whole. My Lord 
s attempt of reducing metaphyſics to intel- 
gible ſenſe and uſefulneſs, will be a glorious under- 
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b. ting; and as I never knew him fail i in any thing 

5 + attempred, if he had the ſole management, fo 1 "9 
be confident he will ſuceeed in this. I deſire you | i 
5 ill allow that I write to you both at preſent, and = 


I ſhalt while 1 live : it ſaves your Oe and my 
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ume; and he being your genius, no matter to which 
it is addreſſed. I am happy that what you write is 
printed in large letters; otherwiſe, between the 
weakneſs of my eyes, and the thickneſs of my hear- 
ing, I ſhould. loſe the greateſt pleaſure that is left 
me. Pray, command my Lord B———'to follow 
that example, if I live to read his metaphyſics. Pray 
God bleſs you both. I had a melancholy account 
from the Doctor of his health; I will anſwer his 
ha noe ſoon. as Lean. I am ever entirely yours. 


1 1 r Br) LXXIII. 


Toickenbam, Dec. 19, 34. 

1* AM truly ſorry for any complaint you have, and 
it is in regard to the weakneſs of your eyes that 

I write (as well as print) in folio: You'll think (I 
know you will, for you have all the candour of a 
good underſtanding) that the thing which men of 
our age feel the moſt, is the friendſhip of our equals; 
and that therefore whatever aſſects thoſe who are 
ſept a few years before us, cannot but ſenſibly af- 
fect us who are to follow. It troubles me to hear 
you complain of your memory; and if I am in any 
part of my conſtitution. younger than you, it will be 
in my remembering every thing that has pleaſed me 
in you, longer than perhaps you will. The two 
ſummers we paſſed together dwell always on my 
mind, like a viſion which gave me a glimpſe of a 
better life and better company than this world 
otherwiſe afforded. '1 am now an individual, upon 
whom no other depends; and may go where I will, 
if the wretched carcaſe I am annexed to did not hin- 
der me. I rambled by very eaſy journeys this year 
to Lord Bathurſt and Lord Peterborow, who upon 
every. occaſion commemorate, love, and _ for you. 
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t now paſd- my days between Dawley, London, and 
this place, not ſtudious, nor idle, rather poliſliing 
old works than hewing out new. I redeem now and 
then a paper that hath been abandoned ſeveral 
years; and of this ſort you'll ſoon ee one, which I 
inſcribe to our old friend Arbuthnot. 
Thus far I had written, and thinking to Goiſh my 
letter the ſame evening, was prevented by company, 
and the next morning found myſelf in a fever, high- 
1y difordered, and ſo continued in bed for five days, 
and in my chamber till now; but ſo well recovered 
as to hope to go abroad to-morrow, even by the 
| advice of Dr Arbuthnot. He himſelf, poor man, is 
d much broke, - though- not worſe than for theſe two 
laſt months he has been. He took extremely kind 
your letter. I with to God we could once meet 
again, before. that ſeparation, which yet, I would be 
glad to believe, ſhall re-unite us: but he who made 
us, not for gurs, but his purpoſes, knows only whe- 
ther it be for the better or the worſe, that the affec- 
tions of this life ſhould, or ſhould not continue inte 
the other; and doubtleſs it is as it ſhould be: yet 
I am ſure that while I am here, and the thing that 
I am, I ſhall be imperfect without the communica- 
tion of ſuch friends as you: you are to me like a 
limb loſt, and buried in another country; though we 
ſeem quite divided, every accident makes me feel 
you were once a part of me. I always confider you 
fa much as a friend, that I forget you are an author, 
perhaps too much, but 'tis as much as L would de- 
fire you would do to me. However, if I could in- 
ſpirit - you to beſtow correction upon thoſe three 
treatiſes which you fay are ſo near compleated, I 
ſhould think it a better work than any I can pre- 
tend to of my own, I am almoſt at debe end of m 
Vol.. VIII. 8 
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morals, as l've been, long ago, of my wit; my 
ſyſtem is a ſhort one, and my cirele narrow. Ima. 
gination has no limits, and that is a ſphere in which 
you may move on to eternity; but where one 
is confined to truth, (or to ſpeak more like a human 
creature, to the appearances of truth), we ſoon find 
the ſhortneſs of our tether. Indeed, by the help of 
a metaphyſical chain of ideas, one may extend the 
circulation, go round and round for ever, without 
making any progreſs beyond the point to which 
Providence has pinned us: but this does not fatisfy 
me, who would rather ſay a little to no purpoſe, 
than a great deal. Lord B. is voluminous, but he 
is voluminous only to deſtroy volumes. I ſhall not 
live, I fear, to ſee that work printed; he is ſo taken 
up ſtill (in ſpite of the monitory hint given in the 
_ firſt line of my Eſſay) with particular men, that he 
neglects mankind, and is ſtill a creature of this 
world, not of the univerſe ; this world, which is a 
name we give to Europe, to England, to Ireland, to 
London, to Dublin, to the court, to the caſtle, and 
fo diminithing till it comes to our own affairs, and 
to our own perſons. When you write, (either to 
him or to me, for we accept it all as one) rebuke 
him for it, as a divine if you like it, or as a badi- 
neur, if you think that more effectual. 

What I write will ſhow you that my head is yet 
weak. I had written to you by that gentleman from 
the Bath, but I did not know him, and every body 
that comes from Ireland pretends to be a friend of 
the Dean's. I am always glad to ſee any that are 
truly ſo, and therefore do not miſtake any thing [ 
ſaid, ſo as to diſcourage your ag any * to 
me. Adieu. 
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From Dr SWIFT. 


4 ws 12, 1735, 
* OUR letter was ſent me yeſterday by Mr Stop- 


ford, who landed the ſame day, but I have not. 
yet ſeen him. As to my filence, God knows it is 


my great misfortune. My little domeſtic affairs are 


ia great confuſion, by the villainy of agents, and the 


miſeries of this kingdom, where there is no money 


to be had: nor am I unconcern'd to ſee all zige 


tending towards abſolute power in both nations *, 
(it is here in perfection already), although I ſhall not 
live to ſee it eſtabliſhed. -This condition of things, 


both public and perſonal to myſelf, hath given me 


ſuch a kind of deſpondency, that I am almoſt' un- 


qualified for any company, diverſion, or amuſement. 


The death of Mr Gay and the Doctor, hath been 


terrible wounds near my heart. Their living would 
have been a great comfort to me, although I ſhould 


never have ſeen them; like a ſum of monęy in a 


bank, from which I ſhould receive at leaſt annual 
intereſt, as I do from you, and have done from my 


Lord Bolingbroke. To thew in how much ignorance 


I live, it is hardly a fortnight ſince I heard of the 
death of my Lady Maſham, my conſtant friend in. 


all changes of times. God forbid that I ſhould ex- 
pect you to make a voyage that would in the leaſt 
aſſect your health: but in the mean time how un- 
happy am I, that my beſt friend ſhould have perhaps 
the only kind of diforder for which a ſea-voyage is 
not in ſome degree a remedy ? The old Duke of Or- 
mond ſaid, he would not change his dead fon (Oſſory) 


The Dean was frequently troubled, he tells ts peg 
nnn | 
S 3 


* 


3 * * "oy 4.5. as... . * 2. as 1 W x N 
v9 F e 4 * FC N pw" * VER "I x0 Res . It 
F RR . R 13; * 
7 7 ar io TO es 6 5 n 
wy 8 N 9 - "IL 3 xt 27 
1 * "WI ve, S 


7 8 4 : * h Fe: g 4 9 — 
* EF. 5 $ * 2 1 FR « IR, 


FROM DR SWIFT, . 2097 


A = 
— — — — 


. 0 2 6 : 
- 5 A ? 1 
1 3 2 
— - 2 -- — - 
— = — = - 2 — 
—— Sen—_—_— 5 
* 92 — EPS 3 DTS 
. 3 93 5 
D —_— _ AK 


— — IJ 
— 


— 
— TBS. wo 


= nn — .. — — 
7 Re 
S ee EET. oo TER WT te 


— 
= IS 

— 

n 


1 5 


2s LETTERS TO AND 

for the beſt living ſon in Europe. Neither would! 
change you my abſent friend, for the beſt preſent 
. friend round the globe. 

1 have lately read a book imputed to Lord B. 
called 4 Diſſertation on Parties : I think it * 
ſterly written. 

Pray God reward you for your kind prayers: 1 
believe your prayers will do me more good than 
thoſe of all the prelates in both kingdoms, or any 
prelates in Europe, except the Biſhop of Marſeilles *. 
And-God preſerve you for contributing more to mend 
the world, than the whole pack of (modern) parſons 


ann 
| I am. ever intirely yours. 


1. T TER LXXV. 
From Dr S WITT. a 


_ - Sept. 3, 1735, 

HES lettes will be dekvered. to you by Faulkner 
\ the printer, who goes over on his private a. 
fairs. 'This is an anſwer to yours of two. months 
ago, which. complains of that profligate fellow Curl. 
1 heartily wiſh you were what they call diſaffected, 
as I am, I may fay as David did, I have Tard 
greatly, but what have theſe ſheep done? You have given 
no offence to the Miniſtry, nor to the Lords, not 
Commons, nor Queen, nor the next in power; ſor 
you arc a man of virtue, and therefore muſt abhor 
vice and all corruption, although your diſcretion 
holds the reins. *©* Lou need not fear any conſc- 
< quence in the commerce that hath fo long paſicd 
+ between us; although I never deſtroyed one of 


who continued there with his flock all the time a 
dreadful peſtilence deſolated that city, 


De 


e your letters; but my executors are men of honour 
« and virtue, who have ſtrict orders in my will to 


« burn every letter left behind me.” Neither did - 


our letters contain any turns of wit, or fancy, or 
politics, or ſatire, but mere innocent friendſhip: yet 
] am loth that any letters from you, and a very few 
other friends, ſhould. die before me; I believe we 
neither of us ever leaned our head upon our left 
hand to ſtudy what we ſhould write next; yet we 
have held a conſtant intercourſe from your youth 
and my middle age, and from your middle age it 
muſt be continued till my death, which my bad ſtate 
of health makes me expect every month. I have the 
ambition, and it is very earneſt, as well as in haſte, 
to have one Epiſtle infcribed to me while I am alive, 
and you juſt in the time when wit and wiſdom are 
;n the height. I muſt once more repeat Cicero's de- 
fire to a friend, orna me. A month ago were ſent 
me over by a friend of mine, the works of John 
Hughes, Eſq. They are in verſe and proſe. I never 
heard of the man in my life, yet I find your name 
as a ſubſcriber too. He is too grave a poet for me, 
and, | think, among the mediocribus in proſe. as well as. 
verſe. I have the honour to know Dr Rundle; he 
is indeed worth all the reſt you ever ſent us ; but that 
is aying nothing, for he anſwers your character! I 
have dined thrice in his company. He brought over 
a worthy clergyman. of this kingdom as his chupliin, 
which was a very wiſe and popular action. His only 
fault is, that he drinks no wine, and I drink no- 
thing elſe, | 
This kingdom i: is now abſolutely ſtarving, by the 
means of every. oppreſſion that can be inflicted on 
mankind,—Shall J not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the. 
Lrd. You adviſe me right, not to trouble myſelf 
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2% LETTERS TOAN N 

about the world; but oppreſſion tortures me, and 
I cannot live without meat and drink, nor get either 
without money; and money is not to be had, except 
they will make me a bithop, or a judge, or a cologe], 
or a commiſſioner of the revenues. Adieu. 


n LXXVI. 


1 anſwer your queſtion as to Ms Haghes, what 
he wanted: as to genius, he made up as an honeſt 
man; but he was of the claſs you think him. 
I am glad. you. think of Dr Rundle as I do. He 
will be an honour to the biſhops and a diſgrace to 
one biſhop, two things you will Iixe: but what you 
will like more particularly, he will be a friend and | 
benefactor even. to your un-friended, un-benefited | 
nation; he will be a friend to human race, where-ever 
he goes. Pray tell him my beſt wiſhes for his health 
and long life: I wiſh you and he came over together, 0 
. or that I were with you. I never ſaw a man ſo ſel- \ 
dom, whom I liked fo much as Dr Rundle. f 
Lord Peterborow-I went: to take a laſt leave of at 
his ſetting fail for Liſbon : no body can bs more 
waſted, no ſoul can. be more alive. Immediately 
after the ſevereſt operation of being cut into the 
bladder for a ſuppreſſion of urine, he took coach, 
and got from Briſtol.to Southampton. This is a man 
that will neither live nor die like any other mortal. 
Poor Lord Petcrborow ! there is another ſtring lol}, 


that wou d have helped to draw you hither ! He or- be 
dered on his death-bed his watch to be given me, an 
(that which had accompanied him in all his travels), in 

; with this reaſon, © That I might have fomething to bu 
<< put me every day in mind of him.“ It was a pte. the 
ſent to him from' the King of Sicily, whoſe arms ref] 


and inſignia are graved on the nr; on the 


2 3 


a thing left in the world that pleaſes you, tell it one 


ROM DR SWIFT, Ce. , ĩ 
outer T have put this. inſcription. Viffor Amadens, * Ml 
Rex Sirilie, Dux Subaudie,, &c. rc. Carole: Mordaunt, 
Comiti de Peterborow, D. D. Car. Mor. Com de Pet. 
Aleranaro Pope moriens legavit, 1735. 

Pray write to me a little oftner: and if there be 


who will partake of it. 1 hear with approbation 
and pleaſure, that your preſent care is to relieve the 
moſt helpleſs of this world, thoſe objects * which. 
moſt want our compaſſion, tho* generally made the 
ſcorn of their fellow-creatutes, ſuch as are leſs inno- 
nocent than they. You always think generouſly ;. 
and of all charities, this is the moſt di ſintereſted, and; 
leaſt vain-glorious, done to ſuch as never will thank. 
you, or can praiſe you for if. 

God bleſs you with eaſe, if not with pteafure 3: 
with a tolerable ſtate of health, if not with its full 
enjoyment; with a reſigned temper of mind, if not a. 
very chearful one. It is upon theſe terms I live my- 
felf, tho“ younger than you, and I repine not at my 
lot, could but the preſence of a few that I love be 
added to theſe. Adieu. 


Li® TT: B R LXXVII. 

From 2 S. WI r. 
Oct. 21, 735. f 
[ ANSWERED your letter relating to Curll, Cc. 
I believe my letters have eſcaped being publiſhed,. 
becauſe I writ nothing but nature and friendſhip, - 
and particular incidents which could make no figure. 
in writing. I have obſerved. that not only Voiture, 
but likewiſe Tully and Pliny writ their letters for 
the public view, more than for the ſake of their cor- 
reſpondents; and I am glad of it, on account of the 
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2 LETTERS TO AND 


entertainment they have given me : Balſac did the 
fame thing, but with more ſtiffneſs, and conſequently 


leſs diverting. Now I muſt tell you, that you are to : 
look upon me as one going very faſt out of the world; 0 
but my fleſh and bones are to be carried to Holy- U 
bead, for I will not ly in a country of ſlaves. lte 
pleaſeth me to find that you begin to diſlike things tt 
in ſpite of your philoſophy; your Muſe cannot for- 7 
bear her hints to that purpoſe. I cannot travel to ſe 
ſee you; otherwiſe, I ſolemnly proteſt, I would do it. b. 
I have an intention to paſs this winter in the coun- hi 
try with a friend forty miles off, and to ride only ten w 
miles a day; yet is my health ſo uncertain, that! ye 
fear it will not be in my power. I often ride a 15 
dozen miles, but I come to my own bed at night: m 
my beſt way would be to marry, for in that caſe any I: 
bed would be better than my own. I found you a wi 
very young man, and I left you a middle-aged ha 
one; you knew me a middle-aged man, and now [ ca 
am an old one. Where is my Lord ——? methinks no 
I am enquiring after a tulip of laſt year.—** You fra 
„need not apprehend any Curlls meddling with ac 
«© your letters to me; I will not deſtroy them, but th 
* have ordered my executors to do that. office.” Tk g0 
have a thouſand things more to ſay, longevitas eſt gar- cat 
rula; but I muſt remember I have other letters to W 


write if I have time, which I ſpend. to tell you fo. ſicl 

J am ever, deareſt Sir, 
| Your, &c. 

LEFT ER EXXVIII. 

- From Dr SWIFT. 


Feb. 9, 1735-6. 
4 1 CANNOT properly call you my beſt friend, be- 
Cauſe I have not e left who deſerves the 


MAY N 
* HY N NN 


Sond DN S WITT. oe. my. 


name, ſuch a havoc have Time, Death, Exile, and 
Oblivion made. Perhaps you would have fewer 
complaints of my ill health and lowneſs of ſpirits, if 
there were not ſome excuſe for my delay of writing 
even to you. It is perfectly right what you fay of 
the indifference in common friends, whether we are 
fick or well, happy or miſerable. The very maid- 
ſervants in a family have the ſame notion: I have 
heard them often fay, Oh, I am very fick, if any 
body cared for it! I amv vexed when my viſitors come 
with the compliment ufual here, Mr Dean, I hope 
you are very welt, My popularity that you mention, 
is whotly confined to the eommon people, who are 
more conſtant than thoſe we miſ-call their betters.. 
I walk the ſtreets, and ſo do my lower friends, from 
whom, and from whom alone, L have a thouſand 
hats and bleſſings upen old ſcores, which thoſe we 
call the gentry have forgot. But I have not the love, 
nor hardly the civility, of any one man in power or 
tation ; and I can boaſt that I neither viſit nor am. 
acquainted with any lord, Temporal or Spiritual, in, 
the whole kingdom; nor am able to do the leaſt 
good office to the moſt deſerving man, except what 1 
can diſpoſe of in my own Cathedral upon a-vacancy.. 
What hath ſunk my ſpizits more than even years and, 
ickneſs, is reflecting on the molt execrable corrup-- 
tions that run . uy branch. of public ma- 
nagement. 

1 heartily thank you for thoſe lines you tranſlated, 
Singula de nobis anni, &c. You have put them in a 
firong and admirable light; but however, I am ſo. 
partial, as to be more delighted with thoſe which. 
are to do me the greateſt honour 1 ſhall ever receive 
from poſterity, and will outweigh the maligaity of 
ea thouſand enemies. I never ſaw them before, by 


214 LETTERS TO AND 

which it is plain that the letter you ſent me miſcar- 
ried. I do not doubt that you have choice of new 
acquaintance, and ſome of them may be deſerving; *. 
ſor youth is the ſeaſon of virtue; corru ptions grow 
with years, and I believe the oldeſt rogue in England 
is the greateſt. You have years enough before you 
to zratch whether theſe new acquaintance will kecy yo 
their virtue when they leave you and go into tlie 
world: how long will their ſpirit of independency 
laſt againſt the temptations of future miniſters, and ; 
future kings ?—As to the new Lord Lieutenant, Ine- J 
ver knew any of the family; ſo that I ſhall not be 


able to get any jobb- done by bim for any deſerving wy 
| but 

. friend. 
rn & 


"Fave Dr SWIFT. 


Feb. , "IP 

I Ti is ſome time 3 I dined at the Biſhop of Der- 

ry's, where Mr Secretary Cary told me with great 
concern, that you were taken very ill. I have heard 
nothing fince, only I have continued in great pain of Have 
mind, yet for my own ſake and the world's more 
than for yours; becauſe I well know how little you 
value life both as a philoſopher and a Chriſtian, par- 
ticularly the latter, wherein hardly one in a million 
of us heretics can equal you. If you are well reco- 
vered, you ought to be reproached for not putting 
me eſpecially out of pain, who could not bear tle 
loſs of you; although we muſt be for ever diſtant as 
much as if I were in the grave, for which my year 
and continual indiſpoſition are preparing me ever) 
ſeaſon. I have ſtaid too long from preſſing you to 
give me ſome eaſe by an account of your health; 
pray do not uſe me ſo ill any more. I look upon 
you as an eſtate from which I receive my beſt a> 
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nual-rents, although I am never to ſee it. Mr Tickel 
was at the ſame meeting under the ſame real concern; 


and ſo were a hundred, others of this town who 55 


never ſeen you, 

I read to the Biſhop of Derry the paragraph in 
| your ſetter which-concern'd him, and his Lordſhip 
expreſſed his thankfulneſs iq; a manner that became 
| kim. He is eſteemed here as a perſon of learning, 

and converſation, and humanity, but he is beloved, 
by all people. 


but without pain; and let us meet in a better place, 
if my religion will permit, but rather my virtue, al- 
hough much unequal to yours. Pray let my Lord 


n his remembering me, although he is too much in 
he world to honour an abſent friend with his let- 


u crs. My ſtate of health is not to boaſt of; my gid- 
d lineſs is more or leſs too conſtant; I ſteep ill, and 


lave a poor appetite. I can as eaſily write a poem 
1 the Chineſe language as my own: I am as fit 
or matrimony as invention; and yet I have daily 
hemes for innumerable eſſays in proſe, and pro- 
ed ſometimes to no leſs than half a dozen lines, 


eres me moſt is, that my female friends, who cuuld 


be Near me very well a dozen years ago, have now for- 
as len me, although I am not fo old in proportion to 
em, as I formerly was; which I can prove by 
n WF ithmetic, for then I was double their age, which 
to am not. Pray, put me out of fear as ſoon as 
h; WP» can, about that ugly report of your illneſs; and 


I have nobody now left but you: pray be 0 kind 
to outlive me, and then die as ſoon as you pleaſe, 


Bathurſt know how much I love him; I ſtfl inſiſt 


bick the next morning becomes waſte paper. What 


me know who this Cheſelden is, that hath ſo late- 
ſprung up in your favour. Give me alſo ſome ac- | 
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againſt the maxims of all wiſe Chriſtian governments, 


— 


at beſt a toleration to others. 


. "Iv * * ä 


count of your neighbour who writ to me from Bath; 
I hear he reſolves to be ſtrenuous for taking off the 
Teſt; which grieves me extremely, from all the un. 
prejudiſed reaſons I ever was able to form, and 


which always had ſome eſtabliſhed religion, leavin 


Farewell, my deareſt friend! ever, aud upon every 
account that can create friendſhip and eſteem. 


LETT.ER LXXX. 


March 255 155. 
1 ever I write more epiſtles 1 in verſe, one of then 
ſhall be addrefſed to you. I have long concenti il 
it, and begun it; but I would make what bears you Wl {© 


r 


name as finiſhed as my laſt work ought to be, that ry 
is to ſay, more finiſhed than any of the reſt. The if © 
ſubject is large, and will divide into four epiſle, * 
which naturally follow the Eſſay on Map, viz. 1. '* 
the Extent and Limits of Human Reaſon and Science N 
a. A View of the uſcful and therefore attainable, and uy 
of the un- uſeful and therefore unattainable Am 2 
3. Of the Nature, Ends, Application, aud Uſe of di 9 
ferent Capacities. 4. Of the Uſe of Learning, of ti Pr 
Science of the World, and of Init. It will conculeﬀif 91 
with a ſatire againſt the mit: application of all the fi n 
exemplified by pictures, characters, and examples. 1 
But, alas! the taſk is great, and non ſum gui be v. 
eram! My underſtanding indeed, ſuch as it is, is «i ha 
tended rather than diminiſhed : I ſee things mo an 
in the whole, more conſiſtent, and more clearly de- polte 
duced from, and related to each other: but what = 

The Author of the Diſſertation on Parties 3 drink 


have been of che ſame opinion; but the Author of u to ſe 
Book of Fragments is of another mind. Vo 
% 


py * 27 * * — 
N 


gain on the ſide of philoſophy, I loft on the fide of 
poetry: the flowers are gone, when the fruits begin 
to ripen, and the fruits perhaps will never ripen per- 
ſectiy. The elimate (under our heaven of a court) 
is but cold and uncertain; the winds riſe, and the 


winter comes on. I find myſelf but little diſpoſed 


to build a new houſe; I have nothing left but to 
gather up the relies of a wreck, and look about me to 
ſee how few friends I have left. Pray, whoſe eſteem 


or admiration ſhould I deſire now to procure by my 


writings ? whoſe friendſhip or converſation to obtain 
by them? J am. a man of deſperate fortunes, that is, 
a man whoſe friends are dead: for I never aim'd at 


ſent my laſt letter, I receiv'd a moſt kind one from 
you, expreſſing great pain for my late illneſs at Mr 
Chefelden's. I conclude you was eaſed of that friend- 
ly apprehenſion in a few days after you had di{- 


f patched yours, for mine muſt have reached you then. 
py I wondered a little at your quere, who Chefelden 


was? It ſhews that the trueſt merit does not travel 
o far any way as on the wings of poetry; he is the 
moſt noted, and moſt deſerving man in the whole 
profeſſion of chirurgery, and has fav'd the lives of 
thouſands by his manner of cutting for the ſtone.— 

bel lam now well, or what I mult call ſo. | 


be went to France. Nothing can depreſs his genius: 
* whatever befals him, he will ſtill be the greateſt 


poſterity. 

5 Every man you know or care for here, enquires of 
you, and pays you the only devoir he can, that of 
-ars 4 drinking your health. I wiſh you had any motive. 


Vol. VII. 


any other fortune than in friends. As ſoon as I had 


L have lately ſeen ſome writings of Lord Bos due | 


man in the world, either in his own an, or ws | 


to ſee this kingdom: I could keep you, for Iam 
T 
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rich, that is, 1 have more than I want. I can, aſſold 
room for, yourſelf and two ſervants; I haye indeed 
room enough, nothing but myſelf at home; the kind 
and hearty houſewife, is. reg! the agreeable and 
inſtructive neighbour is gone] yet my houſe is en- 
* larged, and the gardens extend and flouriſh, as know- 
ing nothing of the gueſts they have loſt. | have more 
fruit trees and kitchenegarden than -you, have any 
> of; nay, I have. good melons and pine- 
- apples of my own growth. I am as much a better 
- gardener, as I am a worſe poet, than when you ſaw, 
me: but gardening is near a-kin: to philoſophy, for 
/ Tully fays, © Agricultura proxima ſapientia,” For 
- God's ſake, why ſhould not you (that are a ſtep 
higher than a philoſopher,—-a divine, yet have too 
muck grace and wit to be a biſhop), even give all 
you have to the poor of Ireland, (for whom you have 
already done every thing elſe), ſo quit the place, and 
lire and die with me? And let Tales anime con» 
v cordes” be our motto and our epitaph. 


* 


I. E T T E R LXXXI. 


; From Dr SWIFT. 

Dublin, April 22, 1736, co 

N FY common inne 5 is vof that kind which utterly 90 
diſqualiſies me for all converfation; I mean my th 
deafneſs : and indeed it is that only which diſcoura- fan 
geth me from all thoughts of coming to England; 


becaute I am never ſure that it may not return in 2 wit 
week. If it were a good honeſt gout, I could catch up, 
an interval to take a voyage, and in a warm lod- the 


ging get an eaſy chair, and be able to hear and roar port 
| among my friends. As to what you ſay of your bou! 
| letters, 0 you have many years of life more f * 
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TROM DR SWIPE, l.. 255 
«fant, my reſdlution is to direct my eretutots .o 


'«. ſend you all Jour letters, well ſealed atid pacquet- 
«eq, along with ſome legacies mentioned in my 
«will, and leave them *entircly to your diſpoſal: 

« thoſe things are all tied up, itidorſed, and locked 
« up in n cabinet, and I have not one ſervant who, . 
en properly be ſaid to write or reud: no mortal 
«hall eopy them, but you ſhall fürely have them 
« when I am no more.“ I have a little repiued at 
my being hitherto flipped by you in your Epiſtles, 
not from any other ambition than the title of a 


friend, and in that fenfe I expect you ſhall perform 


your promiſe, if your health, and lelfure, and inclina- 
tion will permit. I deny your loſing on the ſide of 
poetry; I "could reafon againſt you a Httle from ex- 
perience; you are, and will be ſome Jears to come, 


at the age when invention till Keeps its ground, and 


judgment is at full maturity; but your fubſects are 
much more difficult when confined to verſe. I am 
amazed to ſee you exhauſt the whole ſcience of mo- 
rality in ſo maſterly a manner. Sir W. Temple ſaid, 
that the loſs of friends was a tax upon long life : it 
need not be very long, ſince you have had ſo great 
a ſhare, but I have not above one left: and in this 
country I have only a few general companions of 
good- nature and middling underſtandings. How 
ſhould I know Cheſelden? On your fide, men 6f 
fame ſtart up and die before we here (at teaſt I) know 
any thing of the matter. I am a little camforted 
with what you ſay of Lord B. 's genius (till keeping 
up, and preparing to appear by effects worthy of 
the author, and ufeful to the world. Common re- 
ports have made me very uneaſy about your neigh» 
bour Mr P. It is affirmed that he hath been very 
near death. nn, being a patriot in moſt 
| 2 | 
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corrupted times, and highly eſteem his excellent un- 
derſtanding. Nothing but the perverſe nature of 


my diſorders, as I have above. deſcribed them, and 


which are abſolute diſqualifications for converſe, 
could hinder me from waiting on you. at Twicken- 
ham, aud nurſing you to Paris. In ſhort, my ail 
ments amount to a prohibition; althöugh I am, as 
you deſcribe yourſelf, what I muſt call well, yet 1 
have not ſpirits left to ride out, which (excepting 
walking). was my only diverſion : and I. muſt ex- 
pet to decline every month, like one who lives upon 
his principal ſum which muſt leſſen every day; and 


indeed Iam likewiſe literally almoſt in the ſame caſe, 


while every body owes me, and nobody pays me, 
| Inſtead of a young race of patriots on your fide 
which gives me ſome glimpſe of joy, here. we have 
the .dire& contrary, a race of young dunces and 
atheiſts, or old villains and monſters, whereof four- 
fifths are more wicked and ſtupid than. Chartres, 
Your wants are fo few, that you need not be rich 
to ſupply them. and my wants are ſo many, that a 
king's ſeven millions of guineas would not ſupport 
me. | 1 
L ET T EBEN LXXXIH, 
| | Aug. 17; 1736, 

1 FIND, though I have leſs experience than you, 

the truth of what. you told me ſome time ago, 
that increaſe of years makes men more talkative but 
leſs writative; to that degree, that I now write n0 
letters but of plain buſineſs, or plain. how-d'ye's, to 
thoſe few I am forced to correſpond with, either out 
of neceſſity or love: and I grow laconic even beyond 
laconiciſm ; for ſometimes I return only. Yes, or No, 
to queſtionary. or petitionary epiſtles of half a yard 
long. You and Lord Bolingbroke are the only men 
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to whom I write, and always i in folio. You are in- 
deed almoſt the only men I know, who either can 
write in this. age, or whoſe writings will reach the 
next: othets are mere mortals. Whatever failings 
ſuch men may. have, a reſpect is due to them, as 
luminaries whoſe exaltation renders their motion 
a little irregular, or rather cauſes it to ſeem ſo to 
others. I am afraid to cenſure any thing I hear of 
Dean Swift, becauſe I hear it only from mortals, 
blind and dull : and you ſhould be cautious of cen- 
ſuring any action or motion of Lord B. becauſe you 
hear it only from ſhallow, envious, or malicious re- 
porters. What you writ to me about him I find to 
my great ſcandal repeated in one of yours to —. 
Whatever you might hint to me, was this for the 
profane? the thing, if true, ſhould be concealed; | 
but it is, I aſſure you, abſolutely untrue, in every 
circumſtance, He has fixed in a very agreeable re- 
tirement near Fontainblean, and makes it his whole 
buſineſs vacare literis. But teil me the truth, were you 
not angry at his omitting to write to you ſo long? 
I may, for I hear from him ſeldomer than from you, 
that is, twice or thrice a year at moſt. Can you poſ- 
ſibly think he can neglect you, or diſregard you? If 
you catch yourſelf at thinking ſuch nonſenſe, your 
parts are decay'd: for, believe me, great geniuſes 
muſt and do eſteem one another, and I queſtion if any 
others can eſteem or comprehend uncommon merit. 
Others only gueſs at that merit, or ſee glimmerings 
of their minds: a genius has the intuitive faculty : 
therefore, i imagine what you will, you cannot be ſo 
ſure of any man's eſteem as of his. If I can think 
that neither he nor you deſpiſe me, it is a greater 
konour to me by far, and will be thought ſo by po- 
llerity, than if all the Houſe of Lords writ commen- 
#3 
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| datory verſes upon me, the Commons order'd me to 
print my works, the Univerſities gave me public 
thanks, and the King, Queen, and Prince crown'd 
me with laurel. You are a very. ignorant man; you 
don't know the figure his name and yours will make 
hereafter: I do, and will preſerve all the memorial; 
I can, that I was of your intamacy ;. longo, ſed proxi- 
mus, inter vallo. I will not quarrel with the preſent 
age ; it has done enough for me, in making and 
keeping you two my friends. Do not you be too 
angry at it, and let not him be too angry at it; it 
has done and can do neither of you any manner of 
harm, as long as it has not, and cannot burn your 
works: while thoſe ſubſiſt, you'll both appear the 
greateſt men of the time, in ſpite of princes and mi- 
niſters; and the wiſeſt, in ſpite of all the little errors 
you may pleaſe to commit. 
Adieu. May better health attend you, than, I 
fear, you poſſeſs 5 may but as good health attend 
you always as mine is at preſent, tolerable, when 
an eaſy mod 3 1s join'd with. it. | 


LETTER LAXXIL | 


* Dr S WIP r. 


Dec. 2, 1736. 

* THINK you owe me a letter; but whether you 

do or not, I have not been in a condition to 
write: years and infirmities have. quite broke me; 
J mean that odious continual diſorder in my head. 
I neither read nor write, nor remember; nor converſe. ; 
All I have left is to walk and ride; the firſt I can 
do tolerably ; but the latter, for want of good wea- 
ther at this ſeaſon, is ſeldom in my power; and 
having not an ounce of fleſh about me, my ſkin 


<ames off in ten miles n becauſe my 1kin and 


| EKO DA S 15 r. 0 1 
3 cannot agree together : :- but I am oy = "3h i 
cauſe you will not ſuppoſe me as ſick as 1 am, and = 
write to me out of perfect charity, although I ſhould _ x 


not be able to.anfwer. I have too many vexations. = 
by my ſtation and the impertinence of people, to be 1 
able to bear the mortification of not hearing from v0 


a very few. diſtant friends that are left; and, con+- 
fidering how Time and Fortune have ordered mat- 
ters, I have-hardly one- friend left. but yourlef; 
What Horace ſays, * Singula de nobis anni præ- . 
% dantur,” I feel every month, at fartheſt; and by | 
this computation, if. I. hold out two years, I ſhall, w_ 
think it a miracle, My comfort, is, you begun to _ 
diſtinguiſh ſo confounded early, that your acquain- 10 
tance with diſtinguiſhed men of all kinds was al- 
moſt as ancient as mine; I mean Wycherley, Rowe, 

Prior, Congreve, Addiſon, Parnelle, &c. and in ſpite. 


: of your heart you have owned me a cotemporary :. 
1 not to mention Lords Oxford, Bolingbroke, Har- 
L court, Peterbarow :. in ſhort, I was t'other day re- 


collecting twenty-ſeven great miniſters, or men of. 
wit and learning, who are all dead, and all of my. 
acquaintance, within twenty years paſt; neither have 
I the grace to be ſorry that the preſent times are 
drawn to the. dregs, as well as my own life. May Ft. 
my friends be happy in this and a better life, but L ik 


Vs ' 
„ alue not what becomes of poſterity, when I conſider 
5 from what. monſters they are. to ſpring. —My Lord 1 


Orrery writes to you to-morrow, and you ſee I ſend 
this under his cover, or at leaſt franked by him. He 
has 3000 l. a- year about Cork, and the neighbour» 
hood, and has more than three years rent unpaid ; 
this is our condition in theſe blefſed times. 1 writ © 7 
to your neighbour. about a month ago, and ſub- 
ded my name: I fear he hath not received my 
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that we were to hope for more epiſtles of morality; 
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letter, and wiſh you would aſk him; but perhaps 
He is ſtill a-rambling; for we hear of him at New. 
market, and that Boerhaave hath reſtored his health, 
—How my ſervices are leſſened of late with the 
number of my friends on your fide! yet, my Lord 
Bathurſt, and Lord Maſham, and Mr Lewis, re- 
main, and being your acquaintance, I deſire when 
you ſee them to deliver my compliments; but chiefly T 
to Mrs P. B. and let me know whether ſhe be az i 
young and agreeable as when I faw her laſt? Hare 1 
you got a ſupply of new friends to make up ſor at 
thoſe who are gone? and are they equal to the firſt! oö 
Jam afraid it is with friends as with times; and de 
that the laudator temporis ati ſe puero, is equally ap- nc 
plicable to both. I am lefs grieved for living here, 
becauſe it is a perfect retirement, and conſequenty 
fitteſt for thoſe who are grown good for nothing; 
for this town and kingdom are as much out of the 
world as North Wales. — My head is fo ill that! 
cannot write a paper full as I uſed to do; and yet 
I will not forgive a blank of half an inch from you, 
I had reaſon to expect, from ſome of your letters, 


and, I afſure you, my acquaintance reſent that they 
have not ſeen my name at the head of one. The 
ſubjects of ſuch epiſtles are more uſeful to the public 
by your manner of handling them, than any of al 
your writings : and although, in fo profligate a 
world as ours, they may poſſibly not much mend 
our manners, yet poſterity will enjoy the beneſt, 
whenever a court happens to have the leaſt reliſli {at 
virtue and renzen. 8 
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„ . 30, 996. | 
un very kind ie has made me more me- 
lancholy than almoſt any thing in this world 
now can do; for I can bear every thing. in it, bad as 
it is, better than the complaints of my friends. 
Though others tell me you are in pretty good health, 
and in good ſpirits, I find the contrary when you 
open your mind to me: and indeed it is but a pru- 
dent part, to ſeem not ſo. concerned about others, 
nor ſo crazy ourſelves as we really are; for we ſhall 
neither be beloved nor eſteemed the more, by our. 
common acquaintance, for any affliction or any in- 
frmity: but to our true friend we may, we muſt 
complain, of what ('tis a thouſand to one) he com- 
plains with us; for if we have known him long, he 
is old, and if he has known the world long, he is 
out of humour at it. If you have but as much more 
health than others at your age, as you have more 
wit and good temper, you ſhall not have much of 
my pity ; but if you ever live to have leſs , you ſhall 
not have leſs of my affection. A whole 1 will : 
rejoice at every year that ſhall be added to you, of 
which you- have -had a late inſtance in the public 
rejoĩcings on your birth-day : I can aſſure you ſome- 
thing better and greater than high birth and qua- 
lity muſt go toward acquiring thoſe demonſtrations of 
public eſteem. and love. I have ſeen a royal birth. 
day uncelebrated, but by one vile ode, and one hired: 
bonefire, Whatever years may take away from you,, 
they will not take away the general eſteem far your: 
teaſe, virtue, and Arty. | 
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The moſt melancholy effect of years is that yon 
mention, the catalogue of thoſe we loved and have 
Ioſt, perpetually increaſing. How much that re. 
flection ſtruck me, you'll ſee from the motto J have 

. prefixed to my book of letters, which ſo much againſt 
my inclination has been drawn from me. It is fron Bu 
Catullus : au 
uo deſiderio veteres revocamus amores, ſed 

« Atque olim amiſſas flemus amicitias ” 

T detain this letter till I can find ſome ſafe convey: 
_ "ance; innocent as it is, and as all letters of mine 
mult be, of any thing to offend. my ſuperiors, except 
the reverence I bear to true merit and virtue. gat 
« T have much reaſon to fear, thoſe which you hare 
% too partially kept in your hands will get out in 
« ſome very diſagreeable ſhape, in caſe of our mor- 
«ality: and the more reaſon to fear it, ſince thi 
4 Jaſt month Curll' has obtain'd from Ireland tus 
« letters, (one of Lord Bolingbroke and one of mine 
& tg you, which we wrote in the year 1723), and 
ehe has printed them, to the beſt of my memory, 
44 rightly, except one. paſſage concerning Dawley, 


olt, 
ing 
IWR | 


8 by 
f co. 


„% which. muſt have been ſince. inſerted, ſince my Y 
« Lord had not that place at that time. Your a. will 
&« fwex to that letter he has not got; it has nert uch 
* been out of my cuſtody; for whatever is lent is Vain 
« loſt (wit as well as money) to:tboſe el poetic i "in; 
readers. de: 


cer 
lends 
© Th 


The world will. certainly be the better for bi 
change of life. He ſeems, in the whole turn of h 
letters, to be a ſettled and principled philoſophe, 


thanking Fortune for the tranquillity be has ben ure 
led into by her averſion, like a man driven, by a pat 
lent wind, from the ſea into a calm harbour. a n 
alk. me, if I have got: any ſupply. of new friends ue ot 
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make up for thoſe that are gone? I think that im- 
poſſible; for not our friends only, but ſo much of = 
ourſelves is gene by the mere flux-and courſe of years l 
that, were the ſame friends to be reſtored to us, we 1 
could not be reſtored to ourſelves, to enjoy them. 
But as when the cantinual waſhing of a river takes 
away our flowers and plants, it throws weeds-and: = 
ſedges in their room; ſo the courſe of time brings * 
us ſomething, as it 3 us of a great deal; and 1 
inſtead of leaving us what we cultivated; and expect- | 
d to flouriſh and-adora-us, gives us only what is of 

ſome little uſe, by accident. Thus, I have acquired, 2 
vithout my ſecking, a;few chance - aequaintance, of 
young men, who look rather to the paſt age than the 
reſent, and therefore the ſuture may have ſome 

hopes of, them. If I love them, it is becauſe they 

nour ſome of thoſe whom 1, and the world, have 

oft, or are loſing. Two or three of them have di- 
inguiſhed themſelves in Parliament, and you will 

vn in a very uncommon manner, when | tell you it 

by their aſſerting of independency, and contempt 
corruption. One or two are link'd to me by their 

pre of the ſame ſtudi „ and the ſame authors; but ; 
will own to you, my moral capacity has got ſo _ 
auch the better of my poetical, that J have few ac- 
vaintance on the latter ſcore, and none without a 

pling weight en the former : but I find my heart 

zrden'd and blunt to new impreſſions; it will ſcarce- 

cave or retain affections of yeſterday; and thoſe 

ends who have been dead theſe twenty years, are 
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* Thers are ſome ſtrokes in this letter, which can be ace 


* 
cb dunted for no otherwiſe than by the Author's extreme q 
vio⸗ mpaſlion and tenderneſs of heart, too much affected by 1 
v complaints of a peeviſh old man, (labouring and impa- = 


ent under his infirmities), and too intent in the friend'y 
ice of woltiylag them, 
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Lou, dear Sir, are one of the former ſort to me in 
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more preſent to me now, than theſe I ſee daiy, 


all reſpects, but that we can yet correſpond together, 
I don't know whether 'tis not more vexatious, to 
know we are both. in one world, without any further 
intercourſe. Adieu; I can ſay no more, I feel 6 
much: let me drop into common things.—Lord Ma- 
ſham has juſt married his fon. Mr Lewis has juſt P 


buried his wife. Lord Oxford wept over your let. 4 
ter in pure kindneſs. Mrs B. fighs more for you than * 
the loſs of youth. She Tays ſhe will be agreeable ſe: 
many years hence, for ſhe has learned that ſecret 5 
* ſome receipts of your writing. — Adieu. 


rn LXXXV. 


| March 23, 1736;+7, 
prove H you were never to write to me, yet 

what you deſired in your laſt, that I would vt 
often to you, would be a very eaſy taſk ; for even 
day I talk with you, and of you in my heart; and! 
need only ſet down what that is thinking of. The 
| nearer I find myſelf verging to that period of li 
which is to be labour and ſc row, the more I pro 
myſelf upon. thoſe few ſupports that are left m 
People in this ſtate are like props indeed, they car 
not ſtand alone, but two or more of them can ſtand 
leaning and bearing upon one another. I wiſh ya 
and I might paſs this part of life together. My onh 
neceſſary care is at an end. I am now my own m 
ſter. too much; my houſe is too large; my garden 
furniſh too much wood and proviſion for my uk 
My ſervants are ſenſible, and tender of me; ths 
have intermarried, and are hecome rather low friend 
than ſervants; and to all thoſe that I ſee here wit 
pleaſure, they take a pleaſure in being uſeful, I cat 


I 
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dude this is your cafe too in your domeſtic. life, and 
WM | animes think of your did houfe- keeper as my 
8 nurſe; though I tremble at the fea, which only di- 
) vides us; As your fears are not ſo great as mine, 
" BY and, I firmly hope, your ſtrength ſtill much greater, 
p is it utterly impoſſible it might once more: be ſome 
| pleaſure to you to ſee England ? My ſole motive in 
propoling France to meet in, was the narrowneſs of 
the paſſage by ſea from henoe, the phyſicians having 
told me the weakneſs of my breaſt, Cc. is ſuch, as a 
ſcasfickneſs.might endanger my life. Though one or 
two of our friends are gone, fince you ſaw your ng- 
tive country, there remain a few more who will laſt 
ſo till death, and wha,. I cannot but hope, have an 
attractive power to 45 you back to a country 
which cannot quite be ſunk or enſlaved while ſuch 
ſpirits remain: and let me tell you there are à few 
more of the fame ſpirit, who would awaken all your 
old ideas, and revit pur hopes of her future ręco- 
very and virtue. Theſe look up to you with reve 
rence, and would be animated by the fight of him at 
whoſe foul they have taken fire, in his writings, and 
derived from thence as much lave of their ſpecies. as 
is canſiſtent with a contempt for the knaves of it. 

I could never be, Weary, except at the eyes, of 
vriting to yon: but my real reaſon (aud a nag 
dne it is) for doing it ſo feldom, i is fear; fear af a 

very great and experienced evil, that * rf 5 
being kept by the partiality of friends, an 
dato the hands and malice of enemies, ba publ. 
them with all their imperfcCtians on their 1 P. fo : 
vat I write not on the common terms of boneſt men | 
Would to God yau would come over with 255 
Orrery, whoſe care of you in the voyage I could ſo 
ertainly depend on; and . * you your old 
Na. VIER” 
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houſekeeper, and two or three ſervants. I hays 
room ſor all, a heart for all, and (think what you 0 
will) a fortune for all. We could, were we together, c 


contrive to make our laſt days eaſy, and leave ſome 7 
ſort of monument, what friends two wits could be ig ct 
ond ore e e e Adieu. « 


e Dr Sv | ee 
Dublin, May 27, 1737. 


174. is true It owe you ſome letters, but it has plea Ml T1 
ſed God that I have not been in a condition to no 
pay you. When you ſhall be at my age, perhaps yu i v. 
may ly under the ſame diſability to your preſent ot e 
future friends. But my age is not my diſability, rl Wi 
can walk fix or ſeven miles, and ride a dozen: but! kin 
am deaf for two months together; ; this deafneſs un- : 
qualifies me for all compan 2 except a few friend * 
with counter-tenor voices, whom I can call names, it (On 
they do not ſpeak loud enough for my ears. It isthi Th 
evil that hath hindered me from venturing to the for 
Bath, and to Twickenham ; for deafneſs being not four 
a frequent diſorder, hath no allowance given it; ad e. 
the ſcurvy figure a man affected that way makes | in rot 
company, is utterly inſupportable, Wa 
3 was I began with the petition to you of Orna ni neſs 
and now you come, like an unfair merchant, to cha "ou 

me with being in your debt; which by your way d 
reckoning 1 muſt always be, for yours are alway thon 
guineas, and mine farthings; and yet I have a pre P. 
tence to quarrel with you, becauſe I am not at te Poer 
head of any one of your epiſtles. T am often wot- bath 
dering how you come to excel all mortals on the ſub 4 la 
V 


ject. of morality, even in the poetical way; and 
| ſhould have wondered more, if Nature and Education 2 
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kid not made you a profeſſor of it from your infancy; 
All the letters I can find of yours, I have faſtened 
« jn a folio cover, and the reſt in bundles indorſed : 


% but, by reading their dates, I find a chaſm of ſin 


years, of which I can find no copies; and yet 


« keep them with all poſſible care + but I have beer 


© forced, on three or four occaſions, to. ſend all my 
« papers to ſome friends; yet thoſe papers were alt 
« ſent ſealed in bundles, to ſome faithful friends; 
© however, what I have are not much above ſixty.” 
I found nothing in any one of them to be left out: 
none of them having any thing to do wth party, of 
which you are the cleareſt of all men by your reli- 
gion, and the whole tenour of your life? while I any 
raging every moment againft the corruption of both 
kingdoms, eſpecially of this; ſuch is my weakneſs. . 


I have read your epiſtte of Horace to Auguſtus : it, 


was ſent me in the Engliſh edition, as ſoon äs irn 


could come. They are printing it in a ſagall oftavo. 


The curious are looking out, ſome for flattery, ſome 


for ironies in it; the ſour. folks think they have 
found out ſome 5 but your admirers here, I mean 
every man of taſte, affect to be certain, that the 
profeſſion of friendſhip to me in the ſame poem, will 
not ſuffer you to be thought a flatterer. My happi- 
nels is that you are too far engaged, and in ſpite of 
you the ages to come will celebrate me, and know 
you were a friend. who loved and eſteemed me, al- 
thongh 1 died the objeck of court and party-hatred. 


Pray, who is that Mr Glover, who writ the Epic | 


Poem called Leonidas, which is reprinting here, and 
bath great vogue? . We have frequently good poems 
of late from Londen. I have juſt read one upon 
converſation, and two or three others. But the 


«oud do not incumber you, who, like the orator or 
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preacher, fland aloft, and are ſeen above dhe rel, 
more than the whole aſſembly below. 

I am able to write no more; and this is my third 
endeavour, which is too weak to finiſh the paper. 
am, my deareſt friend, e 
n . think. 

f J. SWIFT. 


e 3 LXXXVII. 


ron De 8 wn v. 3; 
| Dublin, foly 22, 1737, 
152 r. a letter a fome weeks ago, which, 
my Lord Orrery inclofed in one of his, to which 
1 recæived as yet no anſwer; but it will be time 
enuugh when his Lordſhip goes over, which will be, 
as he hopes, in about ten days, and then he will 
nu hin! all abs if prefarved of your, 
*, which are not above twenty-five, I find there is 


a gteat chaſm of ſome years, but the dates ar 


more carly than my two laſt journeys to England, 
& which makes me imagine, that in one of thoſe jour- 
«+ nies I carried over another cargo,” But I caunot 
truſt. my memory half an hour; and my diſorders of 
deafneſs and giddineſs increaſe daily: ſo that I am 
declining as faſt as it 1s calily poſſible. for me, if | 
were a dozen. of years older. 

We have had your volume of letters, which, 1 
am told, are to be printed here. Some of tboſe 
who highly eſteem. yau, and a few who know you 


perſonally, are grie ved to find you make no diltic- 


tion between, the Engliſh gentry of this kingdon, 
and the ſavage old. Iriſſi (who are only the vulgar, 
and. ſome gentlemen ; who live in the Iriſh parts of 
the kingdom): but the Engliſh: colanics, who ac 
three parts in four, are much. more civilized. that, 


& Ss 


a 
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mary counties in England, and ſpeak better Eng- 
liſh, and are much better bred. And they think it 
very hard, that an American who is of the fifth ge- 
neration from England, ſhould he allowed to pre- 
ſerve that title, only becauſe we have been told by 
fome of them that their names are entered in ſome 
pariſh in London. I have three or four coufins here 
ho were born in Portugal, whoſe parents took the 
ſame care, and they are all of them Londoners. Dr 
Delany, who, as I take it, is of an Iriſh family, 
came to viſit me three days ago, on purpoſe to com- 
plain of thoſe paſſages in your ktters ; he wilt not 
allow ſuch a difference between the two climates, 
but will afſert that North Wales, Northumberland, 
Yorkſhire, and the other northern ſhires, have a 
more cloudy ungenial air than any part of Ireland. 
In ſhort, I am afraid your friends and admirers here | 
will force you to make a palinode. | 
As for the other parts of your volume of - * 5 
my opinion is, that there might be collected from 
them the beſt ſyſtem that ever was wrote for the con- 
duct of human life, at leaſt to ſhame all reaſonable 
men out of their follies and vices. It is ſome re- 
commendation of this kingdom, and of the taſte of 
the people, that you are at leaſt as highly celebrated 
here as you are at home. If you will blame us for ſla- 
very, corruption, atheiſm, and ſuch trifles, do it freely, | 
but include England, only with an addition of eve-- 
ry other vice. with you would give orders againſt 
the corruption of Engliſh by thoſe ſeribblers, who 
fend us over their traſh in proſe and verſe, with abo- 
minable curtailings and quaint moderniſms.—I am 
pow daily expeCting an end of life. I have loſt all. 
ſpirit, and every ſcrap of health; 1 ſometimes reco- 
ver a little of my hearing, but my head is ever out * 
V 3 ; 


8 
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order. While I have any ability to hold a commerce 
with you, I will never be . and this chancing k 
to be a day that I can hold a, pen, I will drag it as fo 
long as I am able. Pray let my Lord Orrery fc Will .. 
vou often ;- next to yourſelf I love no man fo well; 
and tell him what 1-ſay, if he viſits you. I have 


now done, for it is cvening, and my head grows * 
worſe, May God always protect you, and preſerve Jr 
you long for a pattern of piety and virtue. = 
Farewel, my deareſt, and almoſt: only conſtant * 
fricud.. Lam ever, at leaſt in my eſteem, honour . 
and affection to you, what I hope vou expect me to. m 
he, ag 4-0 Yours, &c. out 
CE N N N ent. 9 

f | / | | Or 

: From Dr SWF ro. excl 
My dear FRIE Nn, Dublin, Ang. 8. 133; 5 
HAVE yours of July 25th : and. firſt I deſire you h 


will look upon me as a man worn with years, 
and ſunk by public as well as perſonal vexations. I 
have entirely loſt my memory, uncapable. of conver- 
ſation by a cruel deafneſs, which has laſted almoſt a 
year, and.I deſpair of any cure. I ſay not this to 
increaſe your compaſſion (of which-you have: already 
too great a part), but as an excnſe for my not being 
regular in my letters to. you, and ſome few other 
friends. I have an ill name in the Poſt-office of both 
kingdoms, which makes the letters addreſſed to me 
not ſeldom miſcarry, or. be opened. and read, and 
then ſealed in a bungling manner before they come 
to my hands. Our friend Mrs B. is very often in my 
thoughts, and high in my eſteem; I defire you wil 
be the meſſenger of my humble thanks and ſervice 
to her. That ſuperior univerſal genius you deſcribe, 
whoſe hand-writing I know towards the end of your 


letter; hath made me both proud and happy ; but by 
what he writes I fear he will be too ſoon gone to his- 
ſoreſt abroad. He began in the Queen's time to be 
my patron, and then deſcended to be my friend. 

n is a/great favour, of. Heaven, that your health 


grows better by the addition of years. I have abſo- 


jutely done. with poetry for ſeveral years paſt, and: 
even at my beſt times I could produce nothing but 


trilles: I therefore reject your compliments on that 


ſore, and it is no eampliment in me; far I take your 

ſecond dialogue that you lately ſent me, to equal al- 
woſt any thing you ever writ; altho' I live ſo much 
out of the world, that I am ignorant of the facts 
and. perſons, which, I preſume, are very well known 
from Temple · har to St James. 8 (TL: mean the. 9 
excluſive.) | 

J can faithfully ati you, that every letter you 
have favoured me with, theſe. twenty years and 


„ Mrs W—, à very worthy, rational, and judicious 
couſin. of mine, and the only relation whoſe viſits- 
] can ſuſſer: all theſe letters ſhe is ane. to ſend- 
« ſafely. to you upon my deceaſe.” 


o ber eſtate in the North: ſhe is a perſon of very. 
good: yuderſtanding, as any I know of her ſex. . Give. 
wi leave to write here a ſhort anſwer to my Lord; 
's "rag in the laſt Page of e * 


M Y DI AA Lok, | 
I am infaitely obliged to your Lorathip for * 
onour of your letter, and kind remembrance of me. 
do here confeſs, that J have more obligations to 
our Lordſhip than to all the world beſides. Tou 
erer deceived me, even when you were a great mi- 
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« more, are ſcaled up in bundles, and delivered ta 


My Lord Orrery is gone with his. lady to a part. | 
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niſter of ſtate: and yet I love you ſtill more, for your 
condeſcending to write to me when you had the ho-? 
nour to be an exile. I can hardly hope to hve til x 
you publiſh your hiſtory, and am vain enough to 6 
- with that my name could be ſqueezed in among the 
few ſubalterns, quorum pars parve fui : if not, | will 
be revenged, and contrive fome way'to be known to 
futurity, that I had the honour to have your Lord- 
ſhip for my beft patron; and I will live and die, with 
the higheſt veneration and gratitude, your moſt obe- A 
dient, ck. 
P. S. I will here in a poſtſcript 28 (if it be 
poſſible) the blunders I have made in my letter, 
I ſhewed my coufin the above letter, and ſhe aſſures 


me, that a great collection of ag letters to * 


are put up and ſealed, and in ſome very ſafe band.. 
I am, my moſt dear and honoured friend, entirey 


923 


by JP. s WII. 
It is now Aug. 24, 1738. | 


The Earl of OR RRR x to Mr Pops f. 
81x, N N 
I am more and more convinced that your letter 
are neither Ioſt nor burnt ; but who the Dean means 
by a /afe band in Ireland is beyond my power d 


* *Tis written juſt thus in the original. The Book that ” 
is now printed feems to be patt of the collection here ſpoke? Dicat 
of, as it contains not only the Letters of Mr Pope bu if 

Dr Swift, both to him and Mr Gay, which were returr 
him after Mr Gay's death; tho? any mention made by hir. 
of the return or exchange of letters has been induſtriout 
ſuppreſſed in the publication, and only appears by ſome el 
the anſwers. 
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ovefling, tho'1 am purtieularly acquainted with moſt, 
xf not all of his friends. As I knew you had the re» 
covery of thoſe letters at heart, I took more than 
ordinary pains to find out where they were: but 
my enquiries were to no purpoſe, and, I fear, who- 
erer has them is too tenacious of them to diſcover 
whete they ly. Mrs W. did afare me ſhe had 
not one of them, and ſeemed to be under great 
« uneaſine(s that you ſhould imagine they were left 
« with hey. She likewiſe told me ſhe had ſtopped the 
A Dean's letter which gave you that information; 
« but believed he would write ſuch another; and 
therefore deſired me to aſſure you, from her, that. 
© ſhe was totally ignorant where they were.” 

You may make what uſe you pleaſe, either to the 
Dean. or any other perſon, of what I have told. you. 
am ready to teſtify it; and I think it ought to be 

cnown, That the Dean ſays they are delivered 

into a fafe hand, and Mrs W— declares ſhe has. 
them not. The conſequence of their being here- 

* after pubhſhed& may give uneaſineſs to ſome of 
your friends, and of courſe to you: ſo I would do 

all in my power to make you * eaſy in 

* that point.” : 

This is the firſt time I have put. pen to paper ſince 
by late misfortune; and 1 ſhould ſay (as an excuſe 


* This Lady ſince gave Mr Pope the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 
hat ſhe had nſed her utmoſt endeavours-to prevent the pu- 
dlication; nay, went ſo far as to ſecrete the book, till it 
az commanded from her, and delivered to the Dublin 
inter: whereupon her ſon-in-law, D. Swift, Eſq; inſiſted 
pon writing a prefaee, to Juſtify Mr P. from having any 
nowledge of it, and to lay it upon the corrupt practices of | 
ke printers in London; but this he would not agree to, * 
at e truth of the. fact. 


c ͤ Fx 
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for this letter) that it has coſt me ſome pain, did i 
not allow me an opportunity to aſſure you, that l am, 
| DEAR SIR, | | 
With the trueſt eſteem, 
Your very faithful and obedient ſervant, 


Marſton, Oct. 4," 738. A ORRERI. 


% 


ALPH ALLEN, Eq; 


1 nar ] 


1 
. Ae 
RALPH ALLEN, Eſq. 


LETTER | 
Mr Por % Mr 410. 


Twitnam, April 30, 1736. 

1 SAW Mr M. yeſterday, who has readily allowed 

Mr v. to copy the picture. I have enquired for 
the beſt originals of thoſe two ſubjects, which, I 
found, were favourite ones with you, and well de- 
ſerve to be ſo; the diſcovery of Joſeph to his brethren, 
and the reſignation of the captive by Scipio. Of the 
latter, my Lord Burlington has a.fine one done by 
Ricci, and I am promiſed the other in a good print 
from one of the chief Italian painters. That of 
Scipio is of the exact fize one would-with for a haſſo 
relievo, in which manner, in my opinion, you would 
beſt ornament your hall, done in chiaro oſcuro, 

A man not only ſhews his taſte, but his virtue, 
in the choice of ſuch ornaments : and whatever ex- 
ample moſt ſtrikes us, we may reaſonably imagine 
may have an influence upon others. So that the hi- 
ſtory itſelf, if well choſen, upon a rich man's walls, 
is very often a better leſſon than any he could teach 
by his converſation. In this ſenſe, the ſtones may 
be faid to ſpeak when men cannot, or will not. 1 
can't help thinking (and I know you'll join with 
me, you who have been making an altar. piece) that 
the zeal of the firſt reformers was ill-placed, in re- 
moving piffures (that is to ſay, examples) out of 


churches; and yet ſuffering epitaphs * is to ſay, 
VIn. X 


n I. z r TARA I TO 
flgatteries and falſe hiſtory) to be the burrhen h 


1 
church-walls, and the ſhame; . 0 
all honeſt men. 5 
I have heard · little yet of the ſubſcription *, *, Iin. 1 
tend to make a viſit. for a fortnight from home to 8 
Lady Peterborow at Southampton; about the middle 8¹ 
-of May. After my return I will enquire what has 01 
been done; and I really believe, what 1 told you a 
will prove true, and I ſhall be honourably acquitted th 
of a taſk I am not fond of f. 1 have run out my by 
leaf, and will only aud my ſincere viſhes for. you it 
Vappineſꝶ of all Kinds. Fam, &. 183. ne 
© We 3 obs hd of Mie ba 
"Mr Pore to Mr ALLEN. pu 
Southainpton, June 3, 1136, n 
no orgs: 1 . for a letter which fo 
proves ſo much friendſhip for me. I have much Ge 
more to ſay upon it than I can, till we meet. But, bu 
in a word, I think your notion of the value of thoſe ä 
' things þ is greatly too high, as to any ſervice they ma 
can do to che public; and, as to any advantage they vb 
may do to my on character, I ought to be conteit ſel 
with what they have done already. + I aſſure you WP ©: 
I do not think it the leaſt of thoſe advantages that WW P*! 
they have oecaſioned me the good-will (in ſo gren | 
a degree) of ſo worthy'a man . I fear fas I mul We. 
rather retrench-than add to their number, unleſs as 
n 
„For his own Edit; of the in vol. of his Letters; under nef 
taken at Mr Allen's requeſt. you 

. "+ The printing hls Letters by ſubſcription. 
1 His Letters. ; ion 
Mr Allen's friendſh with the Author was, contrafed far 
on the reading his vol. of Letters, which gave the former upc 
the higheſt opinion of the man and 7 
vf heart. N e if t 
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would publiſn my own nnn that the 
common run of ſubſcribers would think themſelves 
injured by not having every thing, which diſcretion 
muſt ſuppreſs 3" and this they (without any other 
conſideration than as buyers of à book) would call 
giving them an imperfect: collection; whereas the 
only uſe to my on character, as an author, of ſuch -. - 
a publication, would-be the. ſuppreſſion of mau 
things : and as to my character as a. man, it would | 
be but juſt where it is; unleſs 1 could be fo vain, for 
it:could not be virtuous, te add more and more ho- 
neſt ſentiments; which, when done 0 be Printed, © 
would ſurely. be wrong and weak alſo. | 

1 do grant ĩt would be ſome pleaſure to me to ex- 
punge ſeveral. idle paſſages, which will otherwiſe, if. - 
not go down, to the next age, pads, at leaſt, in this, 
for mine; although many of them were not, and, 
God knows, none of them are my preſent ſentiments, |, 
but, on the, contrary, wholly diſapproved by me. 


5 

s And I do nat flatteg-you when Liay, that pleaſure - 
7 would be increaſed ta me, in knowing I. ſhould de 
7 what would. pleaſe. you.\. But I cannot. perſuade my- 
1 ſelf to let the, whale burden, even though it were 
public good, y upon you, much leſs to ſerve my 
t private ſame entirely at another's expence f. 


But, underſtand me rightly: did J believe half fo 
well of them as you do, i would not ſeruple your a- 
fitance ; becauſe, I am ſure, that to occaſion you to 
contribute to a real good, would be the greateſt be- 
nefit I could oblige you in. And I hereby promiſe . 
you, if ever I am ſo happy as to find any juſt occa- - 
fion where your generoſity and goodneſs may unite - 
far ſuch a worthy end, | will not ſeruple to draw .- 
upon you for any ſum to effect i its... wie 
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As to the preſent aſſair; chat you may be cow 
—— your opinion and your defirez 
- have with me, I will do what I have not yet done; 
I will tell my friends I am as willing to publiſh this 


8 


| 
book as to let it alone: and, rather than fuffer you Wil © 
to be taxed at your own rate, will publiſh, in the . 
news, next winter, the Propoſals, Cc. f 
Ii fel you all theſe particulars, to ſhew you how 4 
willing I am to follow your advice, nay, to accept 0 
your aſſiſtance, in any moderate degree; but I think * 
er eee eee eee p 
lence to a better occafion. 1 
' Since I wrote laſt, I have found, on Panther en- * 
quiry, that there is another fine picture on the ſub- 10 
ject of Seipio and the Captive, by Pietro da Cortona, pe 
which Sir Paul Methuen has a ſketch of; and, I be * 
he ve, is more expreſſive than that of Ricci, as Pictro * 
is famous for expreſſion. I have alſo met with a fine | 
print of the diſcovery of Joſeph to his brethren, a qu 
eee ne and will do bY 
TRIER well. „e thi 
0 I am, & 
Ren WF 445 * E T 1 E R III. Ja 
WIN 1 ama : the 
Nov. 6, 136. all 
10 not write too often eee reaſons; Ih 
but one, which I think a good one, is, that friend per 
Mould be left to think of one another, for certain mir 
Intervals, without too frequent memorandums : it is ſee 
an exerciſe of their - friendſhip, and a trial of thei you 
memory : and moreover to be perpetually repeating the 


aſſurances, is both a needleſs and ſuſpicions kind of I 
treatment with ſuch as are ſincere: not to add the 1 
tautology one muſt be guilty of, who can make out 
W many idle words as to fill pages with ſaying cue 
thing. For all is laid in this word, I am truly umi. 


N _ a _ OG 
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I am now as buſy i in planting for myſelf as I was 
fately in planting for another; and I thank God for 
every wet day and for every fog, chat gives me the 
headach, but proſpers my works. They will indeed 
outlive me (if they do not die in their travels from 
place to place; for my garden, like my life, ſeems, 
to me, every day to want correction, I hope, at leaſt, 
for the better); but I am pleaſed to think my trees 
will afford ſhade and fruit to others, when 1 ſhall 
want them no more: and it is no ſort of grief to 
me, that thoſe others will not be things of my own 
poor body; but it is enough they are creatures of 
the ſame ſpecies, and made by che ſame hand that 
made me. I wiſh (if a wiſh would tranſport me) 
to ſee you in the ſame employment: and it is no 
partiality, even to you; to ſay it would be as pleaſing 
to the full to me, 5 1 _ e eee 25 
my: own. . 16h; + 4. 77 rn 


Talking or werkes, e ee ve three 


quarters printed, and will be a book oi fifty and 
more ſheets in quarto. As I find, what I imagined, 

the ſlowneſs of ſubſcribers, I will do all I can to diſ- 
appoint ou in particular, and intend to publiſh in 
January, when the town fills, an advertiſement, that 
the book will bea delivered by Lady - day, to oblige 
all that will ſubſeribe to do it. In the mean time, 
Ihavye printed receipts, which put an end to any 
perſon's delaying upon pretence of debt, by deter- 
mining that time. I ſend· you a fe, that you may 
ſee I am in earneſt, endeavouring all I can to ſave 
your money, at the ſame. eee eee 


tbe· obligation to me. nein dan 
I thank God for your health os for. ar ee. 
bm uſull. 
3p.” Jaw, 4 
X. 3 


LE TT IEA TO 


PEST 

| u Pers e 4e. 2 

AF aher SVEN IG end June 8, 1 7 | 
1”: WAS very forry to Hear W unc concern your 

humanity and friendſhip betrayed you into, upon 

the falſe report whictr occaſions your grief. I am 
now ſo, well, that I ought not to conceal it from you, 
as the juſt reward of your goodneſs which made yon 
Fuffer for me. Perhaps when a friend is really dead 
(if he knows our concern for him) he knows us to be 
as much} miſtaken in our ſorrow as you now were: 
Fo that, hat we think a real evil is, to ſuck ſpirits 
as ſee things truly, no more of moment than a mere 
Imaginary one. ne," Ag hg eng n 
think or call it good or evil. | 

I wiſh the world would let me give nopivis- more 
to ſuch people in it as I like, and diſcharge me of 
half the nours which perſoris of higher rank be- 

ſtow'on tac, and for which one generally pays a little 
too much of what they cannot beſtow; time and life. 
Were I arrived to that. happier cireumſtance, you 
would ſee me at Widcombe, and not at Bath: but 
whether it will be as much in. my power as in my wiſh, 
God knows. Fcan- only ſay, I think of it with the 
pleaſure and Mee ee e who is, &c.. 


LET TER, V. 


Nr PonE to · Mr ALI EN. 


| Nov. 24, 1737: 
TP E event * of this week-or fortnight has filled 
every body s mind, and mine ſo much that 1 
could not get done what you deſired as to Dr P. 
but as ſoon as I can get home, where my books 15 


The Queen's death. 
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vl ſend them to Mr K. The death of great per- 


ſons is ſuclꝭ a ſort of ſurpriſe to all, as one's 


death is to himſelf, though: both ſhowld equally: be. 


expected and prepared for. We begin to eſteem 
and commend” our ſuperiors, at the timo that we 


pity them, becauſe then they ſeem. not above ou 
felves. The Queen ſhewed, by the confeſſion of all 


about her; the utmoſt: firmneſs and temper to her 


laſt moments, and through the courſe. of great tor- 
ments. What character kiſtorians will allow her, 


I do not know; but all her domeſtic ſervants, and 


thoſe neareſt her, give her the beſt teſtimony, that 
of ſincere tears. But the public is always hard; 
rigid at beſt, even when juſt, in its opinion of any 


one. The only pleaſure which any oue, either of 


high or low rank, muſt depend upon receiving, is in 
the candour or partiality of friends, and that ſmall 


circle we are converſant in; and: it is therefore the 
greateſt ſatisfaCtion to ſuch-as wich us well, to know 


we enjoy. that: I therefore thank you. particularly 
for telling me of the continuance, or rather increaſe 
of thoſe bleſfings: which make your domeſtic life 
happy. 1 have nothing-ſs good to add, as to aſſoxe 


you I pray for it, 2 am r 4.46 whale and af- 
Y een 5 


LETTER vr. 


Mr Pore to Mr ALLEN. 2 
1 Twickenham, April 28 oY 
T is + vals to me to hear your old complaint ſo 
troubleſome to you; and the ſhare I have borne, 
and ſtilł bear too often; in the ſame complaint, gives 
me a very feeling ſenſt of it. I hope we agree in 
every other ſenſation beſides this; for your heart is 
always right, whatever your body may be, I wt 
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venture too to ſay, my body is the worſt part of ne, 


or God have mercy on my ſoul, I can't help telling. 


you the rapture you accidentally gave the poor wo- 
man, (for whom you left a guinea, on what I told 


r- of my finding her at the end of my garden); [. 


d no nation of her want being ſo great as I then 
told you, when I gave her half a one: but I find [ 
bave a pleaſure to come, for I will allow her ſome. 
thing yearly, and that may be but one year, for, l 
think, by her looks, ſhie is not leſs than eighty, 1 
am determined to take this charity out of your 


hands, which, I en you'll 2 n vou, 


but ſo it ſhall be. 
Pray tell me if you ep objection to my put- 


ting your name into a poem of mine, (incidentally, 


not at all going out of the way for it), provided! 
ſay ſomething of you which moſt people would take 


ill, for example, that you are no man of high birth 


or quality? Lou muſt be perfectly free with me on 
this, as on any, nay, on every other oceaſion. 


I have nothing to add but my'withes for your 
health : every other enjoyment you will provide for. 


e which becomes a reaſonable man. Adieu. 
., Ke, 

L k T T E R VII. 

Mr Po vx to Mr Arx. 

jan. m. 

1 ov HT ſooner to have acknowledged yours; 
but I have. been ſeverely handled by my aſthma, 
and, at the ſame time, hurried by buſineſs that gare 
an increaſe to it by catching cold. I am truly forty 
io find that neither yours nor Mrs A. 's diſorder is 
totally removed: but God forbid your pain ſhould 
continue to return every day, which is worſe by much 


than J expected to hear: I hope your next will git 
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ne 2 better aceount. Poor Mr Bethel too i is very | 
ill in Yorkſhire ; and, I do aſſure you, there are no 
two men I wiſh better to. I have known and 
eſteemed. him for every moral 7 theſe twenty 
years and more. He has all the charity, without 
any of the weakneſs of ——; and, [ firmly believe; 
never ſaid a thing he did not think, nor did a thing | 
he could not tell. I am concerned he is in fo cold 
and remote a place, as in the Wolds of-Yorkfhire, at 
a hunting-ſeat, If be lives till ſpring, he talks of 
returning to London, and, if I poſſibly can, I would 
get him to ly out of it at Twickenham, though we 
went back ward and forward: every day in a warm 
coach, which would be the propereſt exerciſe- for 
both of us, ſince he is become ſo weak as to * 
prived of riding: a horſe. {ed 

L. Bolingbroke- ſtays a. month et: LY I ES, 
Mr Warburton. will. come to town. before he. goes. 
They will both be pleaſed to meet. each other; and 
nothing in all my life has been ſo great a pleaſure to 
my nature as to bring. deſcrving and knowing men 
together: it is the greateſt favour that can be one 
either to great geniuſes or uſeful men. I wiſh too; 
he were a while in town, if it were only to ly a little 
in the way of ſome proud and powerful perſons, to 
ſee if they have any of the beſt ſort of pride leit; 
namely, to ſerve learning and merit, and by that 
means 3 themſelves from their predeceſſors 
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I. EKT TEN VIII. 


Mr PoE to Mr ALLEN. 
Marctt6, ' 
| THANK y ou. very kindly for yaurs,. | am fois: 
' we {hall 825 wich the ſame hearts we ever met 


a9 DE TT E R S, Er. 


and I could wiſh it were at Twickenham, though. 
anly to ſee you and Mrs Allen twice there inſtead of 
once. But, as matters have turned out, a decent 
obedience to the government has ſince obliged me to 
reſide here, ten miles out of the capital; and there- 
fore I muſtiſee you here or no where. Let that be 
ay eee ee eee ſtaying what 
time you can. | 
I be utmoſt I can as, I will venture to tell you 

in your ear. I may ſlide along the Surrey fide (where 
no Middleſex juſtice can pretend any cognizance) 
to Batterſea, and. thence croſs the water for an hour 
or two, in a cloſe chair, to dine with you or ſo. But 
to be in town, I. fear, will be imprudent, and 
thought inſolent. At leaſt, ene, al 7 with 
* proclamation 1 

1 write thus early, that you may le me know if 

your day continues, and 1 will have every room in my 

houſe as warm for you as the owner always would 
be. It may poſſibly be, that I ſhall be taking the 
ſecret flight I ſpeak of to Batterſea, before you come, 
with Mr Warburton, whom I have promiſed to make 
known to the only great man in Europe who knows 
as much as he :-and from thence we may return the 
a6th, or any day, hither, and. meet you, without 
wil, if you fix your day. 

I would not make ill health come into the ſcale, 
as to keeping me here (though, in truth, it non 
bears very hard upon me again, and the leaſt acci - 
dent of cold, or-motion almoſt, throws me into a 
very dangerous and · fufferitig condition.) God ſend 
you long life, and an eaſier enjoyment of your breath. 
than I now can expect, I fear, Cc. 


* On the invaſion, at that dme threatened from Franc 
n | 
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* E T T E K I. 
1 arri wt, 139. 


N HAVE juſt received from Mr R. two more of 


your Letters . It is in the greateſt hurry ima» 
ginable that I write this, but I cannot help thanking 
you in particular-for your third Letter, which is ſo 


extremely clear, ſhort, and full, that I think that 


Mr Crouzaz + ought never to have another anſwer, 
and deſerved not ſo good an one. I can only ſay, 
you do him too much honour, and me too much 


right, ſo odd as the expreſſion ſeems, for you have 
made my ſyſtem as clegr as I ought to have done, 


and could not. It is indeed the ſame ſyſtem as mine, 


but illuſtrated with a ray of your own, as they ſay 
our natural body is the ſame ſtill when it is glorified, - 
IT am ſure I like-it better than I did before, and ſo 


will every man elſe, I know I meant juſt what you 
explain, but I did not explain my own meaning ſo 
well as you. You underſtand me as well as I do my- 
ſelf, but you expreſs me better than I could expreſs 
myſelf, Pray, accept the ſincereſt acknowledgments, 


* Commentaries on the Eſſay on Man. 
A German profeflor, n. remarks apon the phis 
loſophy of that "gs | 
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os 1 LETTERS r 0 


1 cannot but wiſh theſe letters were put together in in 
one bbok, and intend (with your leave) to procure 
a a tranſlation of part, at leaſt, or of all of them, into 
French: but I ſhall not proceed a ſtep without your 
8 conſent and opinion, &c. 


" $1 $ 
LETTER n. 8 
Y 

el 


May 26, 1739. 

Put diſlipation in which I am obliged to liye 
| through many degrees of civil oblipatfoh, 1 
. which ought not to rob a man of himfelf who paſſeʒ = 
for an independent one, and yet make me every a 
body's ſervant more than my own; this, Sir, is te 
the occafion of my ſilence to you, to whom I really th 
have more obligation than to almoſt any man. By i © 
writing, indeed, I propoſed no more than to tell | 
you my ſenſe of it. As to any corrections of your * 
letters, I could make none, but what" reſulted from i © 
inverting the order of them, and thoſe expreſſions 
relating to myſelf, which I thought eraggerated. I ſul 
could not find a word to alter in the laſt letter, “ 
which I returned immediately to the bookſeller. l WY 
muſt particularly thank you for the mention you 
have made of me in your poſtſcript to the laſt edition 
of the Legation of Moſes. I am much more pleaſed with 
a compliment-that links me to'a virtuous'man, and 
by the beſt ſimilitude, that of a good mind (even a Gid 


better and ſtronger tye than the fimilitude of ſtudies) If 
than I could be proud of any other whatſoever. May . 
on 


that independency, charity, and competency attend 
you, which ſets à good prieſt above a biſhop, and ang 
truly makes his fortune; that is, his happineſs in * 
this liſe as well as in the other. 4 

* They were all tranſlated into that language by a French Cry 


gentleman of condition, whe is now in an eminent ſtation 
in his own country, | 


HN WARBURT o 0 * 


LETTER III. 


Twitenham, Sept. 20, 1739. | 
PREC EIVED with great pleaſure the · paper you 
ſent me; and yet with greater, the proſpect you 
give me of a nearer acquaintance with: you when you 
came to town. I ſhall hope what part-of your time 
you can afford me, amongſt the number of thoſe who 
eſteem you, will-be paſſed rather in this place than 
in London; ſince it is here only 1 live as T' ought; 
mihi et amici. I therefore depend on your: promiſe; 
and fo much as. my conſtitution ſuffers by the win- 
ter, I yet aſſure you ſueh an acquiſition will make 
the ſpring much the more welcome to me, when it is 
to. bring you hither cum zephyris et biruadine prima. 
As ſoon as Mr R. can. tranſmit to me an entire 
copy of your letters, I wiſh he had Jour leave ſo to 
do; that I may put the bock into the hands of a 
French gentleman to tranflate, who, I hope, will not 
ſubject your work to as much ill grounded eriticiſm 
as my French tranſlator.* has ſubjected mine. In 
earneſt, I am extremely obliged to you, for thus 
eſpouſing the cauſe of a ſtranger whom von judged 
to be injured; but my part, in this ſentiment, is the 
leaſt. The genetoſity of your conduct deſerves eſteom 
your zeal for truth deſerves affection from every can- 
did man: and as ſuch, were I wholly out of the caſe, 
I ſhould eſteem and love you for it. I will not there 
fore uſe you ſo ill as to write in the general ſtyle of 
compliment; it is below the dignity of the occaſion; 
and I can only ſay (which I ſay, with e Net 
warmth) that Feahaye made me, Arc... 


'* Reſnel, on whoſe very faulty and abſard. wsd, 
n founded * only plauſible 0 ectionz. 5 


Tx: 


— arri 1 
5 LETTER *. 


' n. 15. 
11 is e. ud dn 1 ſhould: have written to 
you oſtener, if I had not a great reſpect ſor you, 
and owed not a great debt to you. But it may be 
no. unneceſſary thing to let you lnow that moſt of 
my friends alſo pay you their thanks; and ſome of 
the moſt knowing, as well as moſt eandid judges think 
me as much beholden to you as Ethink-myſelf. Your 
Letters *: meet from ſuch with the approbation they 
merit, and I have been able to find but two or three 
very ſlight inaccuracies in the whole book, which! 
have; upon their obſervation; altered in an exemplar 
which I keep againſt a ſtcond edition. My very un- 
certain ſtate of health, which is ſhlaken more and 
more every winter, drove me to Bath and Briſtol two 
months fincez and. I ſhall not return towards Lon- 1 
don till February. But l have received nine or ten Wi v0 
letters from thence on the ſucceſs of your book f, (tt 
which they are earneſt to have tranſlated. One of ſcn 
them is begun in France: a French gent jeman, about "a 
Monſieur Cambis the ambaſſador, hath done the I b 
- greateſt part of it here; but I will retard the impreſ- 
Gon till I have your directions, or tilł I can have 2 
pleaſure I earneſtly with for, to meet you in town, 
here you gave me ſome hopes you ſometimes paſſed 
a/part of: the ſpring, for the beſt reaſon I know of 
ever viſiting it, the converſation of a few friends. 
Pray; fuffer me to be what you have made me, one 
of them, and let my houſe have its ſhare of you; 
or, if I can any way be inſtrumental in accommods- 
ting you in town during your ſtay, I have lodging 
and a library or two in my diſpoſal; witch I be 
on the Eſſay on Man. | 
t The * on the Eſſay on Man. 


175 


MR WARBURTON. 257, 


lieve, I need not offer to. a man.to whom all libraries 
ought to be open, or to one who wants them ſo little; 
but that tis poſſible you may be as much a ſtranger 
to this town, as I wiſh with all my heart I was. I 
ſee by certain ſquibs in the Miſcellanies * that you. 
have as much of the uncharitable ſpirit pour'd out 
upon you, as the author you defended from Crouzaz. 
l only with you gave them no other-anſwer than that 
of the Sun to the Frogs, ſhining out, in your ſecond | 
book, and the. completion of your argument, No 
man is, as he ought to be, more, or ſo muck a wag, 
to your merit * ee as, nt e 
| | Your "Kc, < 


1 2 TER V. 


Jan. 17, 1739-4. 

Treue H I writ to you two poſts ago, I oughht 

to acknowledge now a new and unexpected fa- 
vour. of the remarks on the Fourth Epiſtle +; which 
(though I find by youre, attending them, they were 
ſeat laſt month) I received but this morning. This 
was occaſioned by no fault of Mr R. but the neglect, 
I believe, of the perſon to whoſe care he conſigned 
them. I have been full three months about Bath 
and Briſtol, endeavouring to amend a complaint 
which more or leſs has troubled me all my life: I 
hope the regimen this bas obliged me to, will make 
the remainder of it more philoſophical, and improve 
my reſignation to part with it at laſt. I am prepa- - 
ring to return home, and ſhall then reviſe what my | 
French gentleman has done, and add this to it. He 
is the ſame perſon who tranſlated. the Eſſay ines, 


The Weekly Miſcellany by Dr Webſter, Dr Waterland, 
Dr Stebbing, Mr Venn, and others. 


7 Of the Eſſay on Man. : Tat 7 3H 4. #*> » 
13 , 
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proſe, which Mr Crouzaz ſhould have proſited by, 
who, I am really afraid, when I lay the cireumſtances 
all together, was moved to his proceeding in ſo very 
unreaſonable a way, by ſome malice' either of his 


on, or ſome other's; though I was very willing, at 


firſt, to impute it to ignorance or prejudice.” I ſee 
nothing to be added to your work; only ſome com- 
mendatory deviations from the argument itſelf, in 
my favour, I ought to think might be omitted. 

I muſt repeat my urgent defire to be previouſly ac- 


quainted with the preciſe time of your viſit to Lon · 


don; that I may have the pleaſure to meet à man in 
the manner I would, whom I muſt eſteem one of the 


greateſt of my benefactors. I am, with the. moſt 


grateful and affectionate regard, &c. 
L. E T . * KR: MW. 


de Irix 16; 1140. 

you could not give me more. pleaſure than by 

your ſhort letter, which acquaints me that [ 
way hope to ſee yon ſo ſoon. Let us meet like men 
who have been many years acquainted with each 
other, and whoſe friendſhip is not to begin, but con- 
tinue. All forms ſhould be paſt, when people know 
each other's minds ſo well: I flatter myſelf you are 
2 man after my own heart, who ſeeks content only 
from within, and ſays to Greatneſs, © Tuas habeto 
tibi res, egomet habebo meas: but as it is but 
juſt your other friends ſhould have ſome part of you, 
1 inſiſt on my making you the firſt viſit in London; 
and thence, after a few days, to carry you to Twi: 
tenham, for as many as you can afford me. If the 
preſs be to take up any part of your time, the ſhgets 
may be brought you hourly thither by my waterman: 
| — 


& 
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ching of that ſort than in town, I believe alſo i have 
moſt of the books you can want, or can eaſily bor- 
row them. I earneſtly deſire a line may be left at 
Mr R's; where and when I ſhall call upon you, 
which I will daily enquire for, whether I chance to - 
be here, or in the country. Believe me, Sir, with 3 
NN A not we to deſerve 


"Toney ae. 
Te | © '® T. 7 * K* VII. 
Ne. ' Twitenham, 0 240 . 
in * 8 true Aue 1 am a very unpunckual cotreſpon-· 
he dent, though no unpunctual agent or friend; and ml} 
oſt that, in the commerce of words, I am both poor and 


lazy. Civility and compliment generally are the 

goods that letter: writers exchange, which, with ho- 

neſt. men, ſeems a kind of illicit trade, by having 
n been, for the moſt part, carried on, and carried fur: 
by theſt by deſigning men: am therefore reduced to 
i plain enquiries, how my friend does, and what he 


en does? and to repetitions, which I am afraid to tire 
ch him with, how much I love him. You, two kind let- 
on · ters gave me real ſatisfaction, in hearing you were 


ow ſafe and well; and in ſhewing me you took kingly. 
are my unaffected endeavours: to prove my eſteem for 
nly you, and delight in your converſation. Indeed my 
eto languid ſtate of health, and frequent deficiency of 
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but ſpirits, tagether with a number of diſſipations, 1 
ou, aliena negotia centum, all conſpire to throw a faintneſs * © k 
on; and cool appearance over my conduct to thoſe 1 W 1 
wi. love; which J perpetually feel, and grieve. at: but i in E | 
the earneſt, no man is more deeply touched with merit 

getz in general, or with particular merit towards me, in 


an: any one. You ought therefore in both views to hold 
any n. ann, 5 
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ſection; fo high in each, that I may 
attempt to tell it you. The greateſt Juſtioe, and fa» 
vour too that you can. do me, is to take it for granted, 
Do not therefore commend my talents, but in- 
ſtruct me by your -own. I am not really learned 
enough to. be a judge in works of the nature and 
depth of yours. But-[;travcl through your book ag 
through an, amazing ſcene of ancient Egypt or 
Greece, ſtruck with veneration and wonder, but at 
every ſtep wanting an inftruftor*to tell me all I wiſh 
to know, Such you prove to me in the walks of an- 
tiquity; and ſuch you will prove to all manking; . 
but with this additional character, more than any 
other ſearcher into antiquities, that of a genius equal 
to your pains, and of a taſte equal to your learning. 
I amr obliged. greatly to you for what you have 
projected at Cambridge in relation to my Eſſay .; 
but more for the motive which did originally, and 
does conſequentially in a manner, animate all your 
| goodneſs to me, the opinion you entertain of my ho- 
neſt intention in that piece, and your zeal to demon- 
ſtrate me no irxeligious man. I was very ſincere with 
you in what I told you of my own opinion of my, 
own character as a poet þ, and I think I may con- 
ſcientiouſly ſay, I ſhall die in it. I have nothing to 
add, but that. I hope ſometimes to hear you are well, 
as you certainly ſhall now. and then * the beſt I 
| can tell you of myſelf. . | | 
15 rern. vn. 
| Oct. 27, 1740. | 
I AM grown ſo bad a correſpondent, partly through | 
f the weakneſs of my eyes, which has much in- 
= MrPope defired Mr Warburton to procure a good trau 


Ws. of the Eſſay on Man' into Datin en 
ee his Lite, e | 
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| eveaſcd of late, and partly through other diſagrceable . 
y accidents- (almoſt peeuliar to me) that my oldeſt as. 
| well as beſt friends are reaſonable enough to excuſe 
ä me. I know you are of the number who deſerve all 
ä the teſtimonies of any ſort, which I can give you of 
. eſteem and friendſhip; and I confide in you, as 4 
| man of candour, enough to know it cannot be others. 
wiſe, if Jam an honeſt one. 80 I will ſay no more 
= on this head, but proceed to thank you for your con- 
Fo ſtant memory of whatever may be ſerviceable or re. 
Es putable to me. The Tranſlation f you are a much 


| better judge of than I, not only becauſe you under-- 
| ſtand my work better than I do myſelf, but as your- 
| continued familiarity with the learned languages, 
0 makes you infinitely more a maſter of them. I would 
only recommend that the tranſlator's attention to- 
Tully's Latinity may not preclude his uſage of ſome 
, terms which may be more preciſe in modern philoſophy 
3 than ſuch as he could ſerve himſelf of, eſpecially in 
a matters metaphyſical. I think this ſpecimen cloſe 
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n enough, and clear alſo, as far as the elaſſical phraſes 
\ allow; from which yet I would rather he ſomerimes. 
deviated, than ſuffered the ſenſe to be either dubious. 
or elouded too much. You know my mind perfectiy 
. as to the intent of ſuck a verſion, and 1 would have 
, it accompanied with. your own remarks tranſlated, 
L r AE ARS. Kh 
| thoſe paſſages which are coneiſt to. any degree. of 3 
obſcurity, or-which demand perhaps too min an '1* | 
attention in the reader. | | 
rr 1 an 
ed to Oxford, and Lord Bathurſt's, where I: hoped to 
have made you of the panty. I am going to Bath. 
for near two months. Yet pray let En dg: 
} Of is Hy en Man It Lat n. ERS - w 
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a from hearing you are well. I have 
had that contentment from time to time from Mr G. 

+ Scriblerns * will or will not be publiſhed, according 
to the event of ſome other papers coming, or not 
coming out, which it will be my. utmoſt endeavour 
to hinder f. I will not give you the pain of acquain 
ting you what they are. Your ſimile of B. and his 
nephew would make an excellent epigram : but all 
ſatire is become ſo ineffectual (when the laſt ſtep that he 
Virtue can ſtand upon, ſhame, is taken away) that th 
Epigram muſt expect to do nothing even in its own. 
little province, and upon..its own little ſubjeds, 
Adieu. Believe I with you nearer us; the only „ 
power I wiſh is that of attaching, and at the ſamo hc 
—— . eee bodies, as you are to ar 
Dear Sir, 


Your, 4. * 


L. E. 1 T E R IX. N 

Bath. Feb. 4, 174,1. WI 

5 1 had not © mage by many accidents fo fice mi 
of letter-writing as to be almoſt. afraid of the ſha» an 
dow of my own pen, you would be the perſon [ ral 
ſhould ofteneſt pour myſelf out to: indeed for a. 
good reaſon, for you have given me. the ſtrongelt 
proofs of underſtanding, and accepting my. meaning 
in the beſt manner; and of the candour, of your 
heart, as well as the clearneſs of your head. My 
vexations I would not trouble you with, but I muſt 
juſt mention the two greateſt I now have. They 
have printed in Ireland my letters to Dr Swift, and 
(which is the ſtrangeſt circumſtance) by his own con» 
ſent.and direction, without acquajating me mn it. 


be Memoirs of Scriblerus. * 
Tue letters publifhed by or Swift. 
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Vas done. The other is one that will ine id 
me till ſome proſperous event to your ſervice ſhall 
bring us nearer to each other. I am not content 
with thoſe glimpſes of you, which a ſhort ſpring viſit 
affords; and from which you carry nothing away 
with you but my ſighs and withes; without any ys 
benefit. | 

I am heartily glad of the Arnet of Foun | 
ſecond volume * ; and particularly of the digreſſons, for 
they are fo thach more of you.; and I can truſt. your || 
judgment Enough to depend upon their being perti- 
nent. You will, I queſtion not, yerify the good pro- 
verb, that the furth&t way about, is the neareſt way 
home; and much better than plunging through thick 
and thin, more Theologorum, and perſiſting in the ſame 
old tract, where ſo many have either broken their 
necks, or come off very lamely. | 

This leads me to thank you for that. very enter» 
taining, and, I think, inſtructive ſtory of Dr W *, 

| who was, in this, the image of * , who never as x 

* mit of any remedy from a band they dillike. But 1 
a» am ſorry he had ſo much of the modern Chriſtian 
[ rancour, as, I believe, he may be convinced by this 
a time, that the kingdom of Heaven is not for ſuch. 
ſt I am juſt returning to London, and ſhallthe . 1 
0; "patiently expect your book's appearance, as I hope 

* you will follow it; and that E may have as happy a 
nonth N your means as I had the laſt ſpring. K 
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April 14. . WAA 
OVare every way kind to me, in your + ts 2 
to what is tolerable in me, and in your freedom 
here you find me in an error. Such, I own, is the 
Of the Div. Leg. 


inſtance given of — . Vou owe me much friendſbip of 
this latter ſort, haviog been 5 ee for 
Mer. 

-.J thigk every day a week iill you tome to town, 
which, Mr G. tells me, will bein the beginning of the 
next month: when, I expect, you will contrive to be 
as beneficial to me as you can, by paſſing with me 

as much time as you gan; Every day of which it will 
be my fault if I do net . of ſome uſe to me, az 
well as pleaſure. This is all 1 have to tell you, 
and be aſſured my fincereſt eſteem and affection are 


" RE 
"our | LETTER XI. 
1 Twitenbam, Aug. 12, 1741, 
Tur _ indifpoſition I have to writing, un · 
leſs upon a. belief of the neceſſity or uſe of it, 
muſt plead my excuſe in not doing it to you. I know 
it is not (I feel it is not) needful to repeat affurances 
of the true and conſtant friendſhip and eſteem I bear 
you. Honeſt and ingen qous minds are ſure of each 
. other's ;\ the tye is mutual and ſolid. The uſe of 
- writing letters reſolves wholly into the gratification 
given and received in the knowledge of each other's 
welfare; unleſs I ever ſhould be ſo fortunate (and 
rare fortune it would be) to be able to procure, and 
acquaint you of ſome real benefit done you by ny 
means: but Fortune ſeldom ſuffers one diſintereſted 
man to ſerve another. Tis too much an inſult upon 
her to let two of thoſe who moſt deſpiſe her fayours, 
be happy in them at the ſame time, and in the ſame 
inſtance. I wiſh for nothing ſo — at her hands 
as that ſhe would permit ſome great perſon or othe! 
to remove you nearer the banks of the Thames; 
though very lately a nobleman, whom you eſtcen 
much more than you know, had deſtined, C. 


I 


un WARBURTON as 


I thank you heartily for your hints, and am afraid 
if I had more of them, not on this only, but on ether 
ſubjects, I ſhould break my reſolution, and become 


an author arnew; nay, a new author, and à better 


than I yet have been; or God. forbid I ould go on 


jingling only the ame bells !!, ee 


I have received ſome chagrin at the delay of your 
degree at -Oxon,... As for mine, I will dic before {re- 
ceive one, in an art I am ignorant of, at a place 
where there remains any ſcruple of beſtowing one on 


you, in a ſcience of which you are ſo. great a maſter. 


In ſhort, I will de doctor'd with you, or not at all. 

I.am ſure, where-ever honour is not conferred on the 
deſerving, there can be none given to the undeſer- 
ving, no more from the hands of prieſts than of 


princes. Alien. God give yn lan , : 


oy E T * E * » «: 4 
ae. 20, 41 7 
I is not b friendſhip, but the diſcernment of 
that nobleman I mentioned, which you are to 
thank for his intention to ſerve vou: and his judg- 
ment is ſo uncontroverted, that it would really be a 
pleaſure to vou to owe him any thing; inſtead of a 


| Thame, which is often the caſe in the favours of men 


of that rank. I am ſorry I can only wiſh you well, 
and not do myſelf honour in doing you any good. 


But I comfort myſelf when I reſlect, few men could 


make you happier, none more deſerving than you 
have made yourſel. 

I don' — how I have been betrayed into a pa- 
ragraph of this kind. I aſk your pardon, though it 
be truth, for ſaying ſo much.— 

If I can prevail on \ myſelf ene * Dun- 

Lord Cheſterfield, | , . 

Vol. VIII. 2 
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ciad +, it win be pebliſhed at the ſume time with a 
general edition of all my verſes, (for poems 1 will 
not call them), and, T hope, your fneadſhip to pie 
will be then as well known as my being an author, 
and go down together xo poſterity : I mean to a 
much of poſterity as poor moderns can reach to; 
where the comtientator (as ufual) Will lend a crutch 
to the weak poct to help him to limpa little further 
that he could en hie own feet. We ſhall taüte our 
degree together in Fame, whatever we do at the 
univetlity 7 aud I tell yon ance more, 1 will not have 
it there Helen you, — 


__ E T T K R XIII. 
- Bath, Nov. 12, 1947, 

I AM eier naturally ing of my letters to 
| my friends, for a reaſon I think a great one; 

chat it is needleſs, after experience, to repeat aſſu- 
rances of friendſhip; and no leſs irkſome to be ſearch - 
Ing for words, to expreſs it over und over. But I 
Made ride ltls blen one for this letter: firſt, to 
expreſs à ſatis faction at your reſolution mot to keep 
uß the ball of diſpute with Dr M. thovgh, 1 am fa- 
tisficd, you could have done it; and to tell you that 
Mr L. is pleaſed at it too, who writes me word upon 

this otcafion, that he muſt infinitely eſteem a divine, 
and an author, who loves peace better than victory. 
Secondly, 1 am to recommend to you as an author, 
a bobkſeller in the room of the honeſt one you have 
loſt, Mr G. and I know none who is fo worthy, and 
has fo good a title in that character to ſucceed him 
- as s Mr Knapton. Sor usy thre erer of now trou- 


1 le had then communicated bis intengon to Me Warbur- 
| ton of adding a fourth book to It in. an of hat 


gentleman's advice. 
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bling you is my oven proper intereſt and pleaſure. F 
am here in more leiſure than I can poſſi hly enjoꝝ 
event in my an houſe, uacare literit. It is at this 


aſide, by perpetual avocations and diſſipations. If 
it wete practicable for you to paſs a month ar. fix 
weeks from, home, it is here I could with to be with 
you: and if you would attend to the continuation 
of your own ngble- work, or unbend to the idle 
amuſement of commenting upon a poet, who has no 


other merit, than that of aiming.by his moral ſtrokes 
to merit {ome regard from ſuch men as advance Truth 


and Virtue in a more effectual way; in either caſe, 
this place and this houſe would be an inviolable aſy- 
lum to yon, from all you would deſire to avoid, in ſo 
public a ſcene as Bath. The werthy. man, who is 
the maſter of it, invites you in the ſnongeſt terms; 
and is one who would treat you with love and vene- 


ration, rather than what the world calls civili and 


regard. He is fageerer and plainer than almoſt any 
man now in this world, artiguis mariins. If the wa- 
ters of the Bath may be ſerviceable to your com- 


plaints, (as l believe from what you. have ted me 


of them), no opportunity can ever be better. it is 
juſt the beſi· ſaaſon. We are told the Bithop of Sa- 
liſdury is expected here daily, who 1 know is your 


friend ; at leaſt, though a Biſhop, is too much a man 


of learning to be your enemy. 'You ſee 1 ont no- 
thing to add to the weight in the balance, in which, 


' bowever, I will not think myſelt light, ſince i have 


knoun your partiality. You will want no ſervant 
here: your room will be next to mine, and one man 


will ſerve us. Here is a library and a gallery ninety 
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would take the air with me. Mr Allen tells me, you 


might on horſeback be here in three days; it is lefs 
than an hundred miles from Newark, the road thro! 
Leiceſter, Stowe in the Wolde in Glonceſterſhire, 
and Cirenceſter by Lord Bathurſt's. I could engage to 
carry you to London from hence, and I would accom- 
modate my time and journey to your conveniency, 
Is all this a dream? Ae beende een 
can you give ear to me? 

% Audiſtin ! an me ludit amabilis 

% Inſa nia“ 


Dear Sir, adieu; and give me a une to: us Allen's 


at Bath. Gag preſerve you ever. 
| LETTER XIV. 
| Nov. 12, 1741. 
0 RS i is very: fall and very WT Fl is a friend- 
ly and ſatisfactory anſwer, and all I can deſire, 
Do hut inſtantly fulfiit;—Only I hope this will find 
you before you ſet out. For I think (on alt conſide- 
rations) your beſt way will be to fake London in 
your way. It will ſecure you from accidents of wea- 
ther to travel in the coach, both thither and from 
thence hither: But in particular, I think you ſhould 
take ſame care as to Mr G.'s exerutors: and I am of 
opinion, no man will be more ſerviceable in ſettling 
any ſuch accounts than Mr Knapton, who ſo well 
knows the trade, and is of ſo acknowledged a credit 
in it. If you can ſtay but a few days there, I ſhould 


be glad; though I would not have you omit any 


neceſſary thing to yourfelfs I wiſh too you would 


juſt ſee : though, when you have paſſed a month 


here, it would be time enough; for · all /e have to do 

in town; and they will be leſs bufy; probably, thane 

juſt before the ſeſhon opens, to think'of men of letters. 
When you are in London I beg a line from yor, 


” 
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in which pray tell us what day you ſhall arrive at 
Bath by the coach, that we may a to meet you, 
and bring you hither rn 

You will owe me a real Ae Foul an made 
acquainted with the maſter. of this houſe; and by 
ſharing with me what I think one of the chief ſatiſ- 
factions of my life, his ' friendſhip. But whether I 
ſhall owe you any in contributing. to man me a 


ſeribbler again , I know not. 


* rn N. xv. 

April 23, 1742. 
N Y letters are ſo ſhort: partly becauſe I could by 
no length of - writiags (not even by ſuch as 
lawyers write) conuey to you more than you have al- 
ready of my heart and eſteem; and partly. becauſe I 

want time and eyes. I can't ſufficiently tell you both 
my pleaſure and my gratefulneſs, in and for your 
two laſt letters, which ſhew your zeal fo ſtrong for 
that piece of my idleneſs, which-was literally written 
only to keep me from ſleeping. in a dull winter, and 


perhaps to make others ſicep unleſs awakened by my 


Commentator ; no uncommon caſe among tlie learned, 
I am every day in expectation of Lord Bolingbroke's 
arrival, with whom I ſhall ſeize all the hours I can; 
for his ſtay (I fear by what he writes) will be very 
ſhort, —1 do not think it impoſſible but he may go 
to Path for a few weeks, to ſee (if he be then alive, 
as yet he js) his old ſervant.— In that caſe I think 
to go with him, and if it ſhould be at a ſeaſon, when 
the waters are beneficial (which agree particularly | 
with him too) would it be an impoſſibility to meet 
you at Mr Allen' s? whoſe houſe, you know, and 


on He bad concerted the plan of the fourth book of whe | 5 


Dunciad with Mr Warburton the ſummer before; and had 
row written a great part of it; which he was willing 
Mr Warburton ſhould ſee, Y 


2 3 
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heart are yours. Though this is a mere chance, t 


ſhould not be ſorry. you ſaw fo great a genius, though 
he and you were never to meet again.—Adicu. The 


world is not what I with it; but I will not repent 


Being in! it while two or three live: Iam, &c. 


L. E Þ. NK K .. 
: | Bath, Nov. 27; 1742, 

| PAHs will ſlew you I am ſtill with our friend, 
but it is the laſt day; and I would rather you 

heard of me pleaſed, as yet I am, than chagrin'd, as 

1 ſhall be in a few hours. We are both pretty well. 

F wiſh yau had been more explicit if your leg be 

. quite well. You fay no more than that you got home 

well. I expect a more particular account of you 


when you have repoſed yourſelf a- while at your own. 


fire-ſide, I ſhall enquire as ſoon as I am in London, 
which of my friends have ſeen you: there are two 


or three who know how to value you: -Iwiſh I were. 


das ſure they would ſtudy to ſerve you. A projet 
bas ariſen in my head to make Jou, in ſome mea- 
ſure, the Editor of this new edition of the Dunciad?, 
if you have no ſeruplo of owning ſome. of the graver 


notes, which are now added f to thofe of Dr Ar- 
buthnot.. I mean it as a kind of prelude, or adver- 


uſement to the public, of your Commentaries on the 


7 Toys on Man, and on. Criticiſm, which J propoſe to 


print next in another volume proportioned to this. 


Jony doubt whether an avowal of theſe notes to 
ſe ludicrous a poem be ſuitable to a character ſo 


eſtahliſhed as yours for more ſerious ſtudies. It was 

a ſudden thought ſince we parted, and I would have 

vou tteat it as no more; and tell me if it is not bet⸗ 
That ie, of the four books complete, 


4 Added in the three firſt books, d diflinguiſhed i in this 
ed:riyn of his vearks, o 
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ter to be ſuppreſſed freely and friendlity. T have a 
particular reaſom to make you intereſt yourſelf in 
me and my writings ;- it will caafe both them and 
me to make the bettet figure to poſterity. A very 
mediocre poet, one Drayton, is yet taken fome no- 
tice of, becauſe. Selden writ a few notes * 
his poems. OB, 

Adieu. May every domeſtie happineſs ts vou 
unwilling to remove from home; and. may every 
friend you do that kindneſs for, treat you ſo as to 
make you ſorget you are not at home. 1 am, Kc. 


E 2 . ＋ E R XVII. 

| dee. 28, 1742, 

I. AVE N fo many things to take kindly of 

you, that I don't know which to begin to thank 

you for. 1 was willing to conclude our whole ac- 
count of the. Dunciad, at leaſt, and therefore ſtaid 

til it was finiſhed, The encouragement you gave 


me to add the fourth book firſt determined me to do 


ſo; and the approbation you ſeem d to give it was 
what fingly determined me to print it. Since that, 
your Notes and your Diſcourſe in the name of Ari- 
ſtarchus have given its laſt finiſhings and orna- 
ments. am glad yeu will refreſh the memory of 
ſuch readers as have no other faculty to be readers, 
eſpecially of ſuck works as the Divine Legation... But 
hope you will not take too much notice of another 
and duller fort; thoſe who become writers through: 
malice, and muſt die whenever you pleaſe to ſhine 
out in the completion of the work; which I wiſh 
were now your only anſwer to any of them: except 
you will make uſe of that ſhort and excellent one 


vou gave me in the ſtory of the reading-zlaſs. . 


The world here grows very buſy. About what: | 
time is it you think cf being amongſt us ? My health, 


* 


„ r T E R S 
Lfear, will confine me, whether i in town or here, ſo 
that I may. expect more of your COMHARY, 8 one good 
kr. out of evil. 

I vrite, you know, erf labediesllj. I have but 
one formula, which ſays every thing to a friend, 
I am yours, and beg you to continue mine. Let 
me not be ignorant (you can prevent my beiny ſo of 
any thing, but firſt and principally) of your healil 
and well-being; and depend on my ſenſe of all the 
kindneſi over and above all the Juſtice you {hall ever 
do me. 

I never read a thing with more pleaſure than an 
additional ſheet to ꝰ Jervas's preface to Don Quixote. 
Before I got over two paragraphs I cried out, Aut 
Eraſmus, aut diabols ! I knew you as certainly as the 
ancients did the gods by the firſt pace and the very 
gait. I have not a moment to expreſs myſelf in, but 
could not omit this which delighted me ſo greatly. J 

My law-fuit with L. is at an end. —— Adieu! he- 


1 2 — 0 > 1 — ok * 


lieve no man can be more yours. Call me by any 1 
title you wilt but z-Doftor of Nr Sir tibi cura a ie 
fi oy cura tui. R 

4 E T- T- E R XVIII. ca 

Pitta Jan. 18,- 142. ar 

1 A M foreed to grow every day more latonic in my 10 
letters, for my eye: ſight grows every day ſhorter T1 
and dimmer. Forgive me, then, that I anſwer you I 
ſummarily. I can even leſs bear an equal part in we 
a correſpondence than in a converſation with you. WF df 
But be aſſured once for all, the more I read of you, 10 
as the more I hear from you, the better 1 am in- ap 


ſtructed and pleaſed. And this misfortune of my 
own dulneſs, and my own abſence, only quickens wy 
ardent wiſh, that ſome good fortune would draw ci 
* On the origin of the books of Cliyairy.. 
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nearer; and enable me to enjoy both, for a greater 
part of our lives in this neighbourhood, and in ſuch 
a ſituation as might make more beneficial friends than 
], eſteem and enjoy you equa lily. have again heard 
from Lord and another hand, that the Lord * I 
writ to you of, declares an intention to ſerve you. 
My anſwer (which they related to him) was, that 
he would 'be ſure of your acquaintance for: life, if 
once he ſerved or obliged you: but that I was cer- 
tain you would never trouble him with your expec- 
tation, though he would never get rid of your grati- 
tude. Dear Sir, adieu! and let me be ſometimes 
certified of your health. My own is as uſual; ace. 
my affection the ſame, always yours. 


'L F ; 
Twitenham. March 2s 1743. | 
] WRITE to you amongſt the very few 1 now de- 
fire to have my friends, merely, Si valeas, valeo. 
Tis in effect all 1 ſay, but it is very literally true, 
for I place all that makes my life deſirable in their 
welfare, 1 may truly affirm, that vanity or intereſt 
have not the leaſt ſhare in any friendſhip I have, or 
cauſe me now to cultivate that of any one man by 
any one letter. But · if any motive. ſhould draw me 
to flatter a great man, it would be to ſave the friend 
7 would have him ſerve from doing it. Rather wy 
ly a deſerving perſon” under the neceſſity of it, I 
would hazard my own character, and keep his in 
dignity, Though, in truth, I live in a time when 
no meaſures of conduct inffuenee the ſucceſs of ones 
applications, and he beſt thing to truſt to is chance | 
and opportunity. | 
I only meant to tell you, I am whaity" yours, dow 
few ey 8 I make of it,—A . 1 


E. Granville. 


_ LETT ER T0 


to me is, * Ichanc d to make Mr Allen ſo, who 


is not only worth more than intzinſically; but, 

F foreſee, will be effectually more .a comfort and 

glory to you every year you live. My confidence in 

e be leſs on m Gan n le be 
1. 

I have lived mad by myſelf of late, partly thro 
Ml health, and partly to amuſe myſelf with little in- 
provements in my garden and houſe, to whieh poſ- 
fibly I ſhall (if I live) be ſoon more confined. When 
the Dunciad may be publiſhed, I know not. I am 
more deſirous of earrying on. the beſt, that is, your 
edition of the zeſt of the EpiPles. and Efay on Cri 


ticiſm, &c. I know. tit is there  hall-be ſeen moſt to 


advantage. But I inſiſt on one condition, that you 
never think of this when you ean employ yourlelf 
in finiſhing that noble work of the Divine Legation 
(which is what, above all, iterum, iterumgue mone's) 
or any other uſeful eme of your own. It would 
be a ſatisfaCtion to me at preſent only to hear that 
you have ſupported your health among theſe epide- 


mical diſorders, which, though not anal to any of 


7 friends, Have aUicted almoſt every one. 


. TAT R R XX. 
June 5- 

1 WISH that, e eee 

months, 1 could do you ſome. ſerviee. as often; 
for | am. arrived ta an age when I am as ſpariog at 
words as moſt old men are of money, though | daily 
find leſs occaſion for any: but I live in a time when 
benefits are not in the power of an honeſt man to 
beſtow, nor indeed of an honeſt man to receive, 
eonſidering on what, terms they are generally to be 
had: tt is certain you have a full right to any I could 
do you, who not only monthly, but weekly, of late, 
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have loaded me with favours of that kind, which are 
moſt acceptable to veteran authors; thoſe garlands 
which a commentator weaves to hang about his poet, 
and which are flowers both of his own gathering 
and plavting too, not TING ringing from "ow 
dry author. 

It is very inet fonnbly/fter this, to give "A 105 
cond trouble in reviſing the ay an Homer. hut 
] look upon you as one ſworn to ſuffer no errors in 
me: and though the common way with a commen- 
tator be to erect them into beauties, the beſt office 
\u i of acritic is to correct and amend them. There 

being a new edition coming out of Homer, I would 
0 Wl willingly render it a little leſs defective, and the 
_ bookſeller will not allow me time to do ſo myſelf. — | 
lf Lord B. returns to France very ſpeedily, and it is 
01 Bl potfible 1 may go for three wocks or a month to Mr 
0) Allen's in the ſuramer ;- of which I will nat fail to 

advertife you, if it ſuits your conveniency to be 
hat there and drink the waters more beneficially.  _ 
de- Forgive my ſeribbling ſo haſtily and fo ill. My 
ol cycs are at leaſt as bad as my bead: and it is with 


my heart only that I can pretend to be, * 3 | 


purpoſe, | \.  » Your, &. 

4 N n T T ER XXI. | 

370 guy . 
en; 1e may well expect letters from me of thanks 1 

but the kind of attention you ſhew to every 

zy ching that concerns me is ſo manifeſt, and fo repeat- 
den ed, that you cannot but tell yourſelf how neceſſarily _ 
z to | muſt pay them in my heart, which makes it almoſt | 
ice, ¶ inpertinent to ſay ſo. Tour alterations to the Pre- 
ace and Eſſay + are juſt ; and none more obliging to 


* Mr Warburton did reviſe and corrett it as it. n. 
ate, ſtands in the laſt edition 


I Prefixed to Homer's Iliad. 


me than where you prove your concern that my no- 
tions in my firſt writings ſhould not be repugnant to 
thoſe in my laſt. And you will have the charity ts 
think, when I was then in an error, it was not ſo 
much that I thought wrong or perverſely, as that [ 
had not thought ſufficiently. What I could corred 
an the diſſipatedl life I am forced to lead here, I have: 
and ſome there are which ſtill want your help to be 
made as they ſhould be.— Mr Allen depends on you 
at the end of next month or in September, and I wil 
Join him as foon as I can return from the other party; 
I believe not till September, at ſooneſt. —You vil 
pardon me, (dear Sir) for writing to you but juſt 
like an attorney or agent. I am more concerned for 
your finances 4 than your fame; becauſe the firſt, [ 
fear, you will never be concerned about yourklf, 
the ſecond is ſecure to you already, and (whether 
you will or not) will follow you. 
I have never ſaid one word to you of the public. 

gb, known the greater world too long to be ver 
Janguine, But accidents and occaſions may do what 
virtue would not; and God ſend they may! Adieu, 
Whatever becomes of public virtue, let us preſerie 
our own poor ſhare of the private. Be aſſured, it! 

have any, Iam with. a true ſenſe of your merit and 
friendſhip, &e. 

LE T 'T E R XXII. 
K | October ). 
| 1 REA RTILY ask you for yours, from whid 
1 learned your fafe arrival: and that you found 
all yours in health, was a kind addition to the ac 
couut; as | truly am intereſted in whatever is, 2 
deſerves to be dear to you, and to make a part 
vour happineſs. I have many reaſons and expetie 
1 His debt from the executor of Mr Gf 
8 | 
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texto convince me, how much you wiſh health to 
me, as well as long life to my writings. Could you 
make as much a better man of me as you can make 
a better author, I were ſecure of immortality both 
here and hereafter by your means. The Dunciad I 
have ordered to be advertiſed in quarto. Pray or- 
der as many of them as you will; an know that 
whatever is mine is yours. 


„ 1) 1 >. XXII.. | 
Jan. 12, 1743. 

A* unwillingn gels to write nothing to you, whom 

1 e and worſe than nothing (which 
would afflict you) to one who wiſhes me ſo well, 
has hitherto kept me ſilent. Of the Public I can 
tell you nothing worthy the reflection of a reaſonable 
man; and of myſelf only an account that would give 
you pain; for my aſthma has increaſed every week 


ſince you laſt heard from me, to the degree of con- 


fining me totally to the fire-ſide; fo that I have 
hardly ſeen any of my friends but two, who happen 
to be divided from the world as much as myſelf, 
and are conſtantly retired at Batterſea, There I 
have paſt moſt of my time, and often wiſhed you of 
the company, as the beſt 1 know to make me not 
regret the loſs of all others, and to prepare me for 
a nobler ſcene than any mortal greatneſs can open 
to us. I fear by the account you gave me of the 
time you defign to come this way, one of them 
(whom 1 much wiſh you had a glimpſe of) will be 


gone again, unleſs you paſs ſome weeks in London 


before Mr Allen arrives there in March. My pre- 
ſent indiſpoſitfon takes up almoſt all my hours, to 
render a very few of them ſupportable : yet I go on 


ſoftly to prepare the Feat edition of wy ogy with 


vour notes, and as faſt as mne n 
add others in order— f 

IJ am told the Laureat is going to dabei a very 

abuſive pamphlet. That is all I can deſire; it is 
enough, if it be abuſive, and if it be his. He 
threatens you; but, I think, you will not fear or 
love him ſo much as to anſwer him, though you have 
anſwered one or two as dull. He will be more to 
me than a doſe of hartſhorn; and as a ſtink revives 
one who has been oppreſſed with perfumes, his rail 
ing will cure me of a courſe of flatteries. 

I am much more concerned to hear that ſome of 

your clergy are offended at a verſe or two of mine *; 
"becauſe I have a reſpe for your clergy, (though the 
verſes are harder upon ours.) But if they do not 
blame you for defending "thoſe verſes, I will wrap 
myſelf up in the layman's cloak, and up under 
your ſhield. 

Jam ſorry to find, by a none: two nds fince from 

Mr Allen, that he is not quite recoveted- yet of all 

remains of his indiſpeſition, nor Mrs Allen quite 
well. Don't be diſcouraged from telling me how 
you are; for no man is more yours than, &c. 


LETTER XXIV. 


I F I was not aſhamed to be ſo behind hand with 
you, that I can never pretend to fetch it-up, (any 
more than I could in my preſent ſtate to overtake 
you in a race), I would particularize which of your 
letters I ſhould have anſwered firſt. It muſt ſuffice 
to ſay I have received them all; and whatever very 
little reſpites I have had, from the daily care of my 
malady, have been employed in reviſing the papers 
on the Uſe of Riches, which I would have ready for 
V Ver. 355 to 388. ſecond book of the Dunciad. | 
g ; 
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your laſt reviſe, againſt you come to town, that. 


they may be begun with while you are here. — 


1 own, the late eneroachments upon my conſtitution 
make me willing to ſee the end of all further care. 
about me or my works, I would reſt for the one in 
a full reſignation of my being to be diſpoſed of by 
the Father of all mercy; and for the other, (though. | 
indeed a trifle, yet a. trifle may be ſome example), 
J would commit them to the candour of a ſenſible. 
and reflecting judge, rather than to the malice'of 
every ſhort- ſighted and malevolent critic, or inad- 
vertent and cenſorious reader: and no hand can ſet. | 
them in ſo good a light, or ſo well turn their beſt ſide 
to the day, as your own. This obliges me to confeſs 
1 have for ſome months thought myſelf going, and. 
that not ſlowly, down, the hill: the rather as every, 
attempt of the phyſicians, and ſtill thölaſt medicines 
more forcible in their nature, have utterly failed to 
ſerve me. I vas at laſt, about ſeven days ago, taken 
with ſo violent a fit at Batterſea, that my friends 
Lord M. and Lord. B. ſent for preſent help to the 


ſurgeon; whoſe. bleeding me, I am perſuaded, ſaved. 


my life, by the inſtantaneous eſſect it had; and 
which has continued ſo much to amend me, that I 
have paſſed five days without oppreſſion, and reco - | 
vered, what I have three months wanted, ſome de- 
gree of expectoration, and ſome hours together of 
ficep. I am now got to Twitenham, to try if the 
air will not take ſome part in reviving me, if I can - 
avoid colds; and between that place and Batterſea 
with my Lord B. I will paſs what I have of life, 
while he ſtays {which I can tell you, to my great - 
fatisfaction, will be this fortnight or three weeks 
yet. ) What if you came before Mr Allen, and ſtaid 


till then, inſtead of i CP your * longer? | 
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Pray, if you write, juſt tell him how ill I have been, 
or I had wrote again to him: but that J will do, the 
firſt day I find myſelf alone with. pen, ink and paper, 
which I can hardly be even here, or in any ſpirits 
yet to hold a pen. You ſee E ſay nothing, and yet, 
this writing is labour to me. I am, &c. 


. XXV 
| April 1744. 
1 AM forry to meet you with ſo bad an account of 
myſelf, who would otherwiſe with j Joy have flown 

Mo the interview. I am too ill to be in town; and 
within this week. ſo much worſe, as to make my 
Journey thither, at preſent, impracticable, even if 
there was no proclamation' in my way. I left the 
town in a decent compliance to that; but this addi- 
tional prohibition from the higheſt of all powers I 
muſt bow to without murmuring. I with to ſee, you 
here. Mr Allen comes not till the 16th, and you 
will probably chuſe to be in town chiefly while he is 
there. received yours juſt now, and I writ-to hin- 
der—from printing the Comment on the Uſe of 
Riches too haſtily, fince what you write me, intend- 

_ ing to have forwarded. it otherwiſe, that you might 
reviſe it during your ſtay. Indeed my preſent weak- 
neſs will make me leſs and leſs capable of any thing. 
J hope at leaſt, now at firſt, to ſee you for a day or 
two here at Twitenham, and concert meaſures how 
to enjoy for the future what I can of your friend- 
fhip “. 

| Jam, &c: 


* He died May 30. following. 
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ALEXANDER POPE, Eſg;. 


lexander Pope, of Twickenham, in the county of 


Middleſex; make this my laſt Will and "Teſtament: | 
I refign my ſoul to its Creator in all humble hope of 


its future happineſs, as in the diſpoſal of a Being in- 
finitely good. As to my body, my will is, that it 


be buried near the monument of - my dear Parents 


at Twickenham, with the addition, after the words 
filias fecit of theſe only, et ſibi: Qui obiit anno 17 — 
fatis —; and that it be carried to the grave by fix of 


the pooreſt men of the'pariſh, to each of whom + -.. 


order a ſutt of grey coarſe cloth, as mourning. If T 
happen to die at any inconvenient- diſtance, let the 


fame be done in any other pariſh, and the inſcrip- , 


tion be added on the monument at Twickenham. 


I hereby make and appoint my particular friends, 
_ Lord 1 Hugh Earl of Marchmont, the 


IN THE NAME OF GOD; AMEN. I A- 


" * 
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„ THE LAST WILL. 


I ſhall leave at my deceaſe, I defire may be delivered 


warble head of Homer, by Bernini; and of Sir Iſaac 
Newton, by Guelf : and that Mr Arbuthnot will 


pictures of Lord Bolingbroke, .. 


ak 


honourable William Murray his Majeſty's ſolicitor. 
general, and George Arbuthnot, of the court of Ex. 
chequer, Eſq; the ſurvivors or ſurvivor of them, 
Executors of this my laſt Will and Teſtament. 

But all the manuſcript and unprinted papers which 


to my noble friend, Henry St John, Lord. Boling- 
broke, to whoſe ſole care and judgment I commit 
them, either to be preſerved or deſtroyed ; or, in caſe 
he ſhall not_ſurvive.me, to the aboveſaid Earl of 
Marchmont. Theſe, who in the courſe of my life 
have done me all. other good offices, will. not refuſe 
me this laſt after my death: I leave them therefore 
this trouble, as a mark of my truſt and friendſhip; 
jt. r. them each to accept of ſome ſmall me- 
dt of me: That my Lord Bolingbroke will add 
to his library all the volumes of my Works and 
Tranſlations of Homer, bound in red Morocco, and 
the eleven volumes of thoſe of Eraſmus: That my 
Lord Marchmont will take. the large paper edition 
of Thuanus, by Buckley, and that portrait of Lord 
Bolingbroke, by Richardſon, which he ſhall prefer: 
That my Lord Bathurſt. will find a place for the 
three ſtatues of the Hercules of F arneſe, the Venus 
of Medicis, and the Apollo in chiaro ofcuro, done 
by Kneller : That Mr Murray will accept of the 


take the Watch I commonly wore, which the King 
of Sardinia gave to the late Earl of Peterborow, and 


he to me on his death- bed; Mm with one of the 


Item, I defire Mr Lyttleton to 3 106 the buſts 
of Spencer, Shakeſpear, Milton, and Dryden, in 


e r MA POPE it 
marble, which his royal maſter the Prince was pleaſed 
to give me. I give and deviſe my library of printed, 
books to-Ralph-Allen of Widcombe, Eſq; and to the 
Reverend Mr William Warburton, or to the ſurvivor 
of them (when thoſe belonging to Lord Bolingbroke. 
are taken. out, and when Mrs Martha.Blount has 
choſen. Threeſcore out of the number.) I alſo give 
and bequeath to the ſaid Mr Warburton, the pro- 
perty of all ſuch of my Works already printed, as 
he hath written, or ſhall write Commentaries or 
Notes upon, and which. I have not otherwiſe diſ- 
poſed of, or alienated ;- and all the profits which. 
ſhall ariſe after my death from. ſuch. editions as he. 
ſhall publiſh: without future alterations. 

Item, In caſe Ralph. Allen, Eſq; abeveſaid ſhall, 
furvive me, I order my Executors to pay him the- 
ſum of One hundred and fifty pounds, being, to the 
beſt. of my calculation, the account of what I have. 
received from him; partly for my own, and- partly 
for charitable uſes. If he refuſe to take this himſelf, 
I defire him to employ it in a way, I am perſuaded,. 
he will not diſlike, to the benefit of the Bath-hoſpital.. 
I give and deviſe to my ſiſter-in-law, Mrs Magda- 
len Racket, the ſum of Three hundred pounds; and 
to her ſons, Henry, and Robert Racket, One hun- 
dred pounds each. I alſo-releaſe, and give to her: 
all my right and intereſt in and upon a bond of Five 
hundred pounds due tome from her ſon Michael. I alfo 
give her the family pictures of my Father, Mother, and 
Aunts, and the diamond ring my Mother wore, and. 
her golden watch. 1 give to Eraſmus Lewis, Gilbert 
Welt; Sir Clement Cotterell, William Rollinſon, Na- 
thaniel Hook, Eſqrs, and to Mrs Anne Arbuthnot, 
to. each the 3 Five pounds, to be laid out in- 


2 THE DAST WILH 
ning, or any memorial of me; and to my ſervant, 


John Searl, who has faithfully and ably ſerved me 


many years, I give and deviſe. the ſum of One hun- 
dred pounds over and above a. year's wages to him- 


ſelf and his wife; and to the Poor of the pariſh of 


Twickenham, Twenty pounds, to be divided among 
them by the ſaid John Searl: And it is my Will, if 


the ſaid John Searl die before me, that the ſaid ſum 


of One hundred pounds go to his wife or children. 
Item, I give and deviſe ta Mrs Martha Blount, 
younger daughter of Mrs Martha Blount, iate of Wel. 
beck-Street, Cavendiſh-Square, the ſum of One thou- 
fand pounds immediately on my deceaſe : and all the 
furniture of my grotto, urns in my garden, houſehold 
goods, chattels, plate, or whatever is not otherwiſe 
diſpoſed of in this my wall, 1 give and deviſe to the 


faid Mrs Martha Blount, out of a fincere regard, and: 


long friendſhip for her. And it is my Will, that 


my aboveſaid Executors, the ſurvivors or ſurvivor of 
them, ſhall take an account of all my eſtate, money, 


or bonds, &c. and, after paying my debts and lega- 


cies, ſhall place out all the refidue upon government, 


or other ſecurities, according to their beſt judgment; 
and pay the produce thereof, half-yearly, to the ſaid. 
Mrs Martha Blount, during her natural life : and 


after her deceaſe, I give the ſum of One thouſand. - 


pounds to Mrs Magdalen Racket, and her ſons. Ro- 


bert, Henry, and John, to be divided equally among 
them, or to the ſurvivors or ſurvivar-of them; and 


after the deceafe of the ſaid Mrs Martha Blount, I 
give the ſum of Two hundred pounds to the abore- 
faid Gilbert Weſt; Two hundred to Mr George Ar- 
buthnot ; Two hundred to his ſiſter Mrs Anne Ar- 


buthnot; and One hundred to my ſervant, John Searl, 
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to which ſoever of theſe ſhall be then living: and 
all the reſidue and remainder to be conſidered as 
undiſpoſed of, and go to my next of kin. 

This is my laſt Will and Teſtznent, written with 
my own Hand, and ſealed with my Seal, this Twelfth 


day of December, in the year of our Lord, One thou- | 
ſand ſeven hundred and forty-three. | 


ALEX. POPE, 


clared by the Teſta · 
tor, as his laſt Will 
and Teſtament, in 
Preſence of us, 


RADNOR., 


"STEPHEN HALEs, Miniſter of TAdiognon.. 
Jos £rm SPENCE, Profeſſor of Hiſtory in the Uni- 
voy: of Oxford. 
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